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Stewardship of Prayer

A message from Fr. Brad

Each year, during Advent, we ask parishioners of Saint
Thomas More to take a few moments and consider the role
prayer plays in your lives. Only when we spend time with
God in prayer are we spiritually prepared to offer ourselves
in service to others. As it says in the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, “Prayer and Christian life are inseparable.”
For Catholics, Stewardship of time should include setting
aside periods for personal and family prayer, for the reading
of scripture, for visits to the Blessed Sacrament and for
participation at daily Mass whenever possible. Prayer can
be a formal devotional type or one of a simple conversation
with God.
I ask you to demonstrate that commitment by completing a
prayer pledge card and returning it during Mass. By making
prayer the center of all we do, we are truly working to have
our lives mirror the life of Christ.
This booklet contains prayers for the entire year. It is my
hope we all keep this booklet close at hand for the entire
year. Perhaps it finds a place in your car’s glove box and
you reach for it while waiting to pick up your children from
school. Or, maybe you have it on your bedside table and it
becomes part of your nightly routine.
I wish you and your family the best for the coming year and
may God bless you.

December

March

Lord, As we journey through this Advent season, give us the wisdom to be good stewards of this time of grace, a time to be more prayerful, to listen more intently to Your
Word; a time to allow our faith to grow and mature. Show us how to give witness
to your Good News more fervently among our families, friends and those with whom
we worship. Help us be more aware of those who are poor, lonely or suffering; and to
serve them as if we were serving You. And fill our hearts with hope, so that we may
make straight Your path with confidence and zeal, and prepare for the joy of Your
coming! We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

It is a great grace to be with you during this Lenten season, but how often have we
spent our days neglecting the spiritual fruits we are offered? How often do we go
without paying any attention to the need for penance, fasting, almsgiving or prayer
in our lives? And if we miss these Lenten opportunities, how can we truly celebrate
Easter? How can we rejoice in your resurrection if we do not in some way participate in your death? Help us become better stewards of this gift of the Lenten season.
Teach us how to die to our own failings, weaknesses and neglect. Show us how
to turn from our resentments, anger and impatience. Liberate us from our conceit,
self-centeredness and greed. Break through the barriers we have erected around
ourselves and open our hearts to your mercy, compassion and forgiveness. May we use
each day as an opportunity to grow closer to you, unite with you in both your death
and resurrection, and thus become reflections of your love. Amen.

January

April

Gracious and Loving God, The old year has passed and a new year begun. We thank
you for Your active presence in our busy lives, for the opportunities given, and for
blessings received. As we embrace a new year, breathe freely through us and renew
our spirits with fresh resolve and purpose. Give us the grace to be good stewards of
all that You have entrusted to us and to serve You with generous, compassionate and
loving hearts. Bless our days ahead. Give us the courage to be faithful. And show us
how to proclaim the Good News of Your Son, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

Dear Lord, risen Lord, merciful Lord! The Easter season is filled with your presence,
and we come to you in gratitude for the deep and abiding joy you offer us through the
promise of your resurrection. Help us hear your call as did Mary Magdalene. Teach
us as you did the disciples at Emmaus. Dispel our doubts as you did for Thomas. And
reveal yourself to us as you did to your friends from the shore of Lake Tiberius. Make
us good stewards of this Easter season. Open our hearts and minds in a special way
to the great mystery of your active presence in our lives, and give us the courage to
help others discover your presence in their lives. For you are the light of the world. To
you, Christ Jesus, be praise and glory! Amen.

February

May

Merciful Lord, As we embark on our journey of renewal toward the great paschal
feast of Easter, teach us to be good stewards of your mercy and forgiveness, so that
we may extend these gifts to others. Give us the strength to bear witness to you at
all times, even in times of stress and adversity. And fill our hearts with love that we
may be faithful to the Gospel Jesus proclaimed and ready to celebrate his resurrection.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Heavenly Father, Your Son ascended in great triumph to sit at your right hand. You
sent your Spirit to watch over us, guide us and teach us to be better stewards of your
abundant gifts. May this Spirit of wisdom make us better stewards of our planet.
May your Spirit increase our awareness of the dignity of every human life, and show
us the way to be better stewards of our neighbor. And through your Spirit, may we be
inspired every day to live in accordance with the Gospel, and to give witness to our
risen Lord. We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

June

September

Lord Jesus Christ, You came to bring peace and offer reconciliation. You sent your
Spirit to heal the separation between people, and to reveal how it is possible for women and men to overcome their differences and celebrate their unity through your body
and blood. You revealed your Father as the Father of all people; a Father who cares
for every single individual and embraces them with love and mercy. It is that love and
mercy, made manifest by your cross, that shines your light on us all, creates new life,
offers a new way of living, and brings a Gospel message that is a sign of hope. Give
us the courage to live your Gospel fully even when it brings risk, to share your word
vibrantly even if it leads to scorn, and to respond to others generously even when we
feel like holding back. Show us the way to live as good stewards of your presence
among us, and in doing so, may we shine your light on a darkened world. Amen.

Lord God, Pour out on us the wisdom and love with which you fill all good stewards
so that we may please You with our faith and our actions. Show us how to open our
hearts to hear the voices of the poor. Give us a generous spirit toward our neighbors
and help us especially to anticipate the needs of those who are ashamed to beg; for we
are mindful that to make them ask for alms is to make them buy them. We ask that
you hear our own prayers, anticipate our wants, and draw us closer to your kingdom.
We pray this through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever. Amen.

July

Heavenly Father, As we observe Respect Life Month, we are especially mindful of
the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, whose life, ministry, death and resurrection serve to
witness Your immeasurable love for us all. May Christ lead us to be good stewards of
our brothers and sisters, and to realize that all lives we bring to Him are sacred and
deserve to be looked upon in Your image and likeness. Strengthen those who devote
their lives to nurturing the most vulnerable, including the sick, the aged, children and
those yet to be born. Let their witness give us the courage and resolve to proclaim the
Gospel of Life to all whom we encounter. And send your Holy Spirit upon us to give
us the wisdom and resolve to be servants of humankind, living icons of Christ, the
servant of us all. We ask all this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gracious God, You sent your Son to proclaim the Good News, inspire us in faith and
show us the way to be good stewards of Your mercy. In this month of July dedicated
to the Most Precious Blood of Jesus, grant us the wisdom to recognize that through
his gift of the Eucharist there is but one cup of covenant and communion. Give us the
courage to magnify your presence in word and deed. And through your Spirit teach us
to live, no longer for ourselves, but in Christ Jesus who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

August

Lord God, As we prepare for the transitions of August; of routines becoming regular,
signs of schools beginning to emerge, and traffic patterns getting heavier, help us to
appreciate the sacred rhythms in our lives. Give us the wisdom to make our hearts be
still, much as the August wind is still, so that we may listen to the gentle words you
speak to us. Help us understand that you alone are the source of every good gift, of
the vast array of our universe, and the mystery of each human life. And help us see
that we are called to be good stewards of all that you have entrusted to us; tending them faithfully and responsibly so they may ultimately be returned to you with
increase. In this month of August while a measure of summer’s stillness remains,
speak to our hearts, guide us in your Son’s ways, and through your Spirit, give us the
strength to proclaim your justice and peace in our everyday words and deeds. We ask
this through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

October

November

Gracious and loving God, as the autumn season continues its transformation; and the
days become shorter, the earth cooler; as we anticipate joining family and friends in
joyful celebration on Thanksgiving Day, we pause to give You thanks and praise for
the abundant blessings You have bestowed upon us: For life and health, safety and
comfort, food and nourishment, we are sincerely grateful. Through your Spirit, open
our hearts so that we may be even better stewards of these rich and unmerited gifts.
Show us how to be a blessing for the poor, sick, lonely and all who suffer. And help
us nurture the gift of faith, revealed to us by your Son, Jesus Christ, our greatest gift,
who reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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Please select the prayer opportunities to which you will
pledge for the coming year. Complete both pages then
detach and return one side during Mass as a sign of
your commitment to return to the Lord, through prayer,
a generous portion of His blessing of time. Keep the
other side as a reminder of your personal pledge.
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p Attend Mass every Sunday and Holy Day
p Attend Mass on a weekday
p Spend time in Eucharistic Adoration in the

p Attend Mass every Sunday and Holy Day
p Attend Mass on a weekday
p Spend time in Eucharistic Adoration in the

_____ 1 hr/wk _____ 1 hr/mth
___________________ other
email adoration@stmore.org for information

p Pray the Monthly Prayers of Stewardship for our Church
p Pray Grace at mealtimes
p Read the Bible daily
p Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation more frequently
p Family prayers _____ daily _____ weekly
p Pray the Rosary _____ daily _____ weekly _____ monthly

Works of Mercy Chapel
Tear Along Perforation

Works of Mercy Chapel
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All are welcome to visit the Rosary Garden
to meditate or pray the Rosary.
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p Join the

p Join the

p Join the Hour of Prayer Ministry
p Pray the Way of the Cross _____ weekly _____
p Pray a monthly Novena
p Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church
p Attend a retreat or Parish mission annually
p Other prayers _________________________

p Join the Hour of Prayer Ministry
p Pray the Way of the Cross _____ weekly _____
p Pray a monthly Novena
p Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church
p Attend a retreat or Parish mission annually
p Other prayers _________________________

Rosary Prayer Group
Meets after Mass every Tuesday morning.
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