My very dear friends,
It was with great excitement and even greater gratitude to God, Our Father, that
we blessed our Parish Icon Saturday December 1st 2008 at the 5:30 pm Mass. As many
of you know, two years ago we commissioned Kathy Sievers, a parishioner and
iconographer, to write –yes, Icons are written, not painted, as they give us in color what
the Gospel gives us in word– an Icon that would represent who we are as a Parish
community.
After listening to the different groups and ministries of the parish, prayerfully
reading the Parish Mission Statement, and 940 hours of research and work, we have the
Icon that God in His Providence gave us. There is so much packed into the images in
the triptych that it will take us a few weeks to unravel some of the rich symbolism in it.
We begin this week with an explanation behind the image of Christ, Priest, Prophet and
King that we find at the center of the Icon. Thank you to all those who have been
involved in this process, and a special thank you to the artist Kathy Sievers, who
poured her heart and soul into the creation of this beautiful triptych.
In HIM,
Fr. Juan Jose Gonzalez, MSpS.

The central panel of the Icon represents the Church and
the Parish, and we find at the center of it the image of Jesus
Christ, Priest (represented by His right hand extended and
blessing), Prophet (holding a book and in the book we read the
words that our patron saint Matthew heard when he was
called: “Follow Me”), and King-Servant (seated on the throne,
with a bucket of water and towel).
OUR IDENTITY:
WHO ARE WE AS A PARISH COMMUNITY?
Jesus Christ is the one whom the Father anointed with
the Holy Spirit and established as priest, prophet, and king.
The whole People of God – lay men and women, religious men
and women, deacons, priests and bishops by Baptism are
incorporated into Christ and participate in His three offices
(PRIEST, PROPHET AND KING) and bear the responsibilities
for mission and service that flow from them.
We at St. Matthew are entrusted by God with the
apostolate by virtue of our Baptism and Confirmation. We
have the right and duty, individually or grouped in associations, to work so that the divine message of
salvation may be known and accepted by all men throughout the earth. This duty is even more
pressing when it is only through us that men and women can hear the Gospel and know Christ.
Our participation in Christ's priestly office
Dedicated as they are to Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit, they are called and prepared so
that even richer fruits of the Spirit may be produced in us. For all our works, prayers, and apostolic
undertakings, family and married life, daily work, relaxation of mind and body, if they are
accomplished in the Spirit - indeed even the hardships of life if patiently borne- all these become
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
In the celebration of the Eucharist, we offer our lives to the Father along with the body of the
Lord. And so, worshipping everywhere by our actions, we consecrate the world itself to God,
everywhere offering worship by the holiness of our lives. We are, in HIM, all truly PRIESTS!
Our participation in Christ's prophetic office
Christ fulfills this prophetic office in all of
us. We are His witnesses and He has provided us
with the sense of faith to teach in the order to lead
others to faith. This is our task and our privilege.
We also fulfill our prophetic mission by
evangelization, "that is, the proclamation of Christ
by word and the testimony of life."
Some of us, who are capable and trained,
also collaborate in catechetical formation, in
teaching the sacred sciences, and in the use of the
communications media.

Participation in Christ's kingly office
By His obedience unto death, Christ communicated to His disciples the gift of royal freedom, so
that they might "by the self-abnegation of a holy life, overcome the reign of sin in them".
Moreover, by uniting our forces, we are called to remedy the institutions and conditions of the
world when the latter are an inducement to sin, that these may be conformed to the values of the
Gospel and the norms of justice. We are all called to cooperate with our pastors in the service of the
ecclesial community, for the sake of its growth and life. This can be done through the exercise of
different kinds of ministries according to the grace and charisms, which the Lord has been pleased to
bestow on them.

The Central Panel
Kathy Sievers, the artist who created
it, describes the composition of the central
panel saying: “An icon is a spiritual rather than
a physical likeness, with buildings stylized. They
are recognizable, but deliberately not accurate.
Landscape, buildings, figures—all are
transformed in the light of Christ…”
Today, I would like us to look at the
central panel of the Icon from top to bottom,
and keep in mind that everything in this Icon
is about the Church, and who we are, and
what we are about. When we do that, the first
thing we find is God’s realm. Heaven.
Our Heavenly Father is represented as
He is traditional in the eastern iconography
with a hand; the choirs of angels worship and
praise Him. Note that the angels hold in
their hands candles, a censor, musical
instruments, and bread an wine… all items
we find were used in biblical times to express
this worship to the one true God. The next
image we find is the Holy Spirit represented
as a dove: the love of the Father and the Son
is so intense, so perfect, that it gives life to the
Spirit, who enlightens the Church.
Look at the images of those at the right
and left of Jesus Christ… do you recognize
them? Of course you do. They are our
brothers and sisters, they are members of our
Church. They are the ones who have gone
before us, our spiritual ancestors, the saints,
the friends of God.
Each saint, blessed or venerable represented in the Parish Icon, reminds us of who we are called
to, what our final destiny is, what our goal in life is. Yes, you and I have been called to BE HOLY. Can
we do it on our own? No. Is sin stronger than us? Yes, it is, we know it well. But… HE CAN. God has

the power to do it, and He wants to do it. He has called us to
be with Him forever.
Now continue to move down, and we find a river… a
reminder of the waters of baptism, and at the very bottom
we actually see a scene representing the baptism of an
infant. Christians, it all started that day when you were
baptized: everything in your life changed that day, you were
adopted as God’s child, forgiven and reconciled. You
received a mission and were incorporated into the life of the
Church. Baptism is the gateway to the life of the Church
which we find so beautifully represented in the lower part
of the Icon. Can you recognize the scenes? The Eucharist, a
funeral service, someone teaching the faith to a child and an
adult, someone delivering a food box, a couple getting
married, a person praying before the blessed Sacrament,
someone visiting an inmate, someone receiving the
anointing of the sick, someone else going to confession… in other words: us, the Church, you and I,
doing what Christ asked us to do; living our baptismal call: to be with Him-Priests, Prophets, and
Kings as we await His coming.
When the Saints go marching in...
Every year our St. Matthew School first graders, dressed as their favorite saint, process in for the
Mass on the Feast of All Saints singing: “We are traveling in the footsteps/ Of those who've gone before/ And
we'll all be reunited/ On a new and sunlit shore/ Oh, when the saints go marching in, Oh, when the saints go
marching in/ Lord how I want to be in that number/ When the saints go marching in”.
I am sure you recognize the words from this popular anonymous hymn that we know as “The
saints go marching in”. Well, what these little kids sing that morning is probably one of the most
beautiful truths of our faith. It’s certainly one that, if I was not Catholic, would make me want to be
Catholic!

What we are saying when we sing that song is that we belong to a community that goes beyond
the limits of time and space, that our spiritual ancestry includes men and women from many countries,
cultures, and ways of life that have gone before us, that continue to be connected to us, and we will see
again one day. We call this beautiful truth “The communion of saints.”
In our Icon we show this spiritual solidarity which binds together the faithful on earth, the souls
in purgatory, and the saints in heaven in the central panel. In there you can see this organic unity of the
same mystical body under Christ its Head.
The participants in that solidarity are called saints by reason of their destination and of their
partaking of the fruits of the Redemption (1 Corinthians 1:2). The living, even if they do not belong to
the body of the true Church, share in it according to the measure of their union with Christ and with
the soul of the Church. This solidarity itself implies a variety of inter-relations:
A) Within the Church Militant (the Church on earth) by the participation in the same
faith, sacraments, and government, and also in a mutual exchange of examples, prayers,
merits, and satisfactions. This kind of connectedness in shown in the Icon in the bottom
half of the central panel: people celebrating sacraments together, praying, teaching,
serving…
B) Between the Church on earth, and purgatory and heaven through invocation,
intercession, and veneration. This relationship is reflected in the Icon in the middle of the
central panel by showing Christ surrounded by a group of canonized saints, blessed, and
venerable… each one of them selected by parishioners to express the intercession and
patronage over a ministry or group of the parish.
Think of these saints in the Icon as our spiritual ancestors who watch over us, in whom we find
inspiration and strength, and who continue to support us with their prayers, as we serve our brothers
and sisters.
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1. St. Luke, the Gospel writer. According to tradition, he painted a picture of our Blessed Mother. In
this Icon, he is represented holding an unfinished icon, representing us who are on a path to
holiness. PASTORAL COUNCIL.
2. St. Patrick of Ireland. We honor this holy man and the people of Ireland who emigrated to the
United Sates and shaped in so many ways the Catholic Church in our Nation.

3. Bl. Arnold Janssen. Founder of the Society of the Divine Word, established in Holland. We honor
too the Dutch background of many of our parish founders.
4. St. Thomas More, Martyr. Born in London. Served in the court of Henry VIII. A man of integrity,
on the scaffold he told the crowd of spectators that he was dying as "the King's good servant-but
God's first." ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL.
5. Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha. First Native American to be declared a Blessed.
6. St. Catherine of Alexandria. St. Catherine is believed to have been born in Alexandria of a noble
family, and converted to Christianity as an adult. ADULT FAITH FORMATION.
7. Bl. Teresa of Calcutta. Albanian by birth, and Indian by faith. Mother Teresa represents our
parishioners from India.
8. St. Tarcisius. An acolyte , is one of the many martyrs of the Church in Rome. ALTAR SERVERS.
9. St. Camillus de Lellis. Born in Italy, founded the congregation of the Ministers of the Sick.
PASTORAL CARE.
10. St. Martha. The sister of Mary and Lazarus. According to the Gospel, Jesus had a special
relationship with them. ALTAR SOCIETY.
11. St. Lorenzo Ruiz. Lorenzo Ruiz is the first Filipino saint. He is also the first Filipino martyred for
the Christian Faith.
12. St. Joseph, Husband of Mary. Patron Saint of the Universal Church.
13. Mary, Mother of God.
14. Venerable Concepcion Cabrera de Armida. Co-funder of the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit.
15. Venerable Felix Rougier. Founder of the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit.
16. Saint Vincent de Paul. Patron of Charitable Societies. In honor of our St. Matthew SVDP Society.
17. St. Helena. Empress mother of Constantine the Great. Converted to Christianity and dedicated her
life to charity. RCIA.
18. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. First native born American to be canonized by
the Catholic Church. Patron saint of Catholic Education. ST.
MATTHEW SCHOOL.
19. Bl. John XXIII. Pope. He called the Second Vatican Council and is
remembered as the “Good Pope”. LITURGICAL MINISTRIES.
20. Bl. Andre Bessette. Holy Cross Brother, originally from Canada.
Reached out to the poor and vulnerable. OUTREACH MINISTRIES.
21. St. Benedict the Black, or Benedict the Moor. Patron saint of African
Americans.
22. St. Benedict. Father of monastic life in the Church. In gratitude to his
sons from Mt. Angel Abbey for their support to our Parish throughout
the years.
23. St. Aloysius Gonzaga. Jesuit. Died at 23. Patron saint of the youth.
YOUTH MINISTRY.
24. St. Cecilia. Regarded as the patroness of music, because of the story
that she heard heavenly music in her heart when she was married.
MUSIC MINISTRY.
25. Venerable Antonietta Meo. Lived in Rome in the 1930s and had bone
cancer. When she was 5, one of her legs had to be amputated, and she
bore it cheerfully, saying she connected it with Jesus' suffering. She
died five months before her seventh birthday. CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES.
26. St. Matthew, the Apostle. Our Parish Patron Saint.
27. St. Juan Diego. Born in Mexico. The ambassador of Mary of
Guadalupe’s message to the world.

The left side panel in out triptych
represents Mary under the title of Our Lady of
Solitude, Under whose intercession the
community of Missionaries of the Holy Spirit
is consecrated.
Devotion to Mary, under the title of
Our Lady of Solitude, was initially instituted
to honor the Blessed Virgin during her
solitude on Holy Saturday, as she awaited
with faith the Resurrection of her Beloved Son,
the Savior of the world. Since the 17th century,
devotion to Our Lady of Solitude has grown,
especially in Latin America. Devotees invoke
Our Lady of Solitude for protection against
loneliness, in asking for a prayerful and
contemplative spirit, and to help cope with
sadness brought about by death.
The most original aspect of Conchita
(Venerable Concepcion Cabrera de Armida, co
-founder of the Missionaries of the Holy
Spirit) in her Marian spirituality was to
comprehend, inspired by the Holy Spirit, the
deep connection of Mary with her Son and His
redemptive work during the last years of her
earthly life. The members of our community
then, and many lay men and women
associated with our spirituality, look at these
last years of Mary’s life as the time of her
solitude. Time when her spiritual life had
attained its maximum of love, which
permitted her to participate in the early
Church as spiritual support and anchor of
faith.
The word Solitude is difficult to
explain. It can mean at the same time that
peaceful state of the soul before God, but also
loneliness. Think of Mary living both thingsthe physical absence of her Son, now in
heaven, and a profound maturity in love.
Truly a wise, older woman who has
experienced love and loss, life and death, and
in the midst of all these lives in profound
faith.
Our Lady of Solitude is the patroness of
the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit and the
Sister of the Cross, and also of mariners. Her
Feast Day is Holy Saturday.
As you can imagine, the pastoral

applications of this devotion are many and rich. Ministry to those
grieving a lost, those who feel a call to a more profound spiritual
life and those who are being called to contemplative life, or a
“behind the scenes” kind of ministry. Maybe in the future, if there
is enough interest by parishioners we can spend some time
reflecting on this beautiful devotion.
In our Parish Icon the image of Our Lady Of Solitude
stands as a symbol of the partnership that exists between the
Missionaries of the Holy Spirit and the community of St. Matthew
(represented by the Apostle St. Matthew on the right) in building
the kingdom of God in Hillsboro (central panel).
Please keep the Missionaries in your prayers and ask for
us, through the intercession of Our Lady of Solitude, the men of
profound spiritual life and of profound compassion for others.

In HIM,

Fr. Juan Jose Gonzalez, MSpS
Pastor

