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The Story of the Chalice
By Alan Davis/Vernon Hawkins

Pope Francis

New
Evangelization

The sacred vessel used at Mass to hold the
consecrated wine is called a chalice. According to the Roman Missal of 1962, chalices
should be made of solid and noble material
that is not easily breakable or corruptible. In
addition, the cup of a chalice should be made
of non-absorbent material and the interior of
the cup should have a gold coating. A chalice
should be blessed before use.
A priest’s chalice is something very personal,
explained Fr. Roy E. Campbell. You might
say a priest’s chalice is one of the most precious tools of his trade.
Fr. Campbell have two such personal chalices that have special meaning to his priesthood. Each chalice is unique and magnificent in its design and has its own unique story to tell.

Cardinal Donald Wuerl

Parish Priest

A chalice is often given to a priest as an ordination gift; however, Fr. Campbell acquired these
rather providentially. In 2005, while serving during the summer as a Seminarian at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Bushwood, Maryland, a local antique dealer, Lay Minister (Institutional Acolyte) Bill Finnegan asked if Seminarian Roy had an ordination chalice. Bill had acquired two chalices that had belonged to priests. The following Christmas, Seminarian Roy purchased the two
beautiful chalices.
One chalice is silver and somewhat unadorned, and the other is gold and highly embellished. Each
of the bases is adorned with a crucifix. However, at the base of the golden chalice, it not only has
the crucifix, but it also has beautiful circular markers bearing the names and figures of Saint Luke,
Matthew, Mark, John and the Immaculate Conception of Mary.
The golden chalice is well over 100 hundred years old and is engraved with the inscription: “Rev.
Francis J. Garrick, From His Parents, February 20, 1913”. The silver chalice is thought to be just
as old as the other chalice, however it bears the inscription "Pray For Julia Chesnauskas" and the
silversmith's stamp, "P J Gill & Sons, Boston." Fr. Campbell is very interested in researching the
history of that chalice, to which parishioner Alan Davis has agreed to research.

Fr. Roy E. Campbell, Jr.

St. Joseph Catholic Church
2020 St. Joseph Drive
Largo, Maryland 20774

Fr. Campbell had each of the chalices blessed during his Canonical Retreat before ordination at a
Mass celebrated by Cardinal (then Archbishop) Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington. He
now reverently raises one or the other to the heavens day after day as he offers Mass on our behalf
to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
“Take this, all of you, and eat it, this is my Body which will be given up for you”.
When supper was ended he took this glorious chalice into his holy and venerable
hands, giving thanks, blessed you and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take this, all
of you, and drink from it: this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven.
Do this in memory of me”.
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Saint Joseph Catholic Church
Mission Statement
We, the Roman Catholic Community of Saint Joseph Catholic
Church, are dedicated to fulfilling the prophetic mission of evangelization by building the kingdom of God in our parish and our
community. We are witnesses to the proclamation of the message
of redemption in which we have the words of evangelization life.
Our goal is to participate in the Pentecostal outpouring of God’s
grace and love by providing our brothers and sisters with an excellent education and understanding of the faith so that they are
well-equipped to live out their lives as witnesses to Christ and the
Gospel.
Through the intercession of the Holy Spirit, with God as our Father and Jesus Christ as our Hope, we bring a message of salvation and peace. Our mission is to advance God’s love and fellowship by living our faith through the Sacraments, proclaiming the
Gospel and offering our lives as a personal example of God’s
promise to the world.
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Annual Bereavement Mass
By Etoile de Hawkins
The St. Joseph Bereavement Support Ministry Annual Remembrance
Mass was held on Saturday, November 3, 2013. The following member
who died during the period of November 2012 - October 2013 were remembered and honored during the 5 P.M. Mass. The Mass was celebrated
by Fr. Roy Campbell. During the Mass, a family representative lit a candle
in honor of their deceased loved one. A reception for families and friends
was held after the Mass in the Rosemont Room.
William Miles Butler
Alfred W. Lucas, Jr.
Agnes Marea Caldwell
Mary Sadie Marshall
Lucille Fields Dickson
Agnes McCoy
Anthony Clyde Fletcher
James Thomas Munson
Thomas Anthony Gant
Izundu Chikelu Nweke
Ulysses Greatheart
Thelma Little Osborne
Francis Green
Joan A. Proctor
Mary Green
Lewis Savoy
Reginald Aaron Jackson, Sr. Marion Cecelia Turner
Aurelia V. Joel
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A New St. Joseph Ministry for Young Christians
Young Adult Ministry (YAM)
By Gina Hall

“Y A M”

Grow

Social

In

Service
Faith

Events
Like-Minded Individuals

The end of the summer marked the beginning of St. Joseph’s Young
Adult Ministry (YAM). This new ministry is designed to provide
activities where young adults, ages 20 to 40, can come together to
grow in faith and get to know other like-minded individuals. Some
attendees of YAM events fall outside the 20 to 40 age range, but still
share the desire to learn more about our call as Christians and want
to get involved in clean and fun social and service events.

St Joseph’s YAM alternates between organizing a monthly social
and service event. The group has held two social events—a bowling night at Crofton Bowling Centre and a day of music and fellowship at the Reggae and Wine Festival in Mount Airy, Maryland. Volunteers packed groceries for Catholic Charities at the
SHARE Food Network in Hyattsville as part of the ministry’s
October service event.

In addition to social and service events, the ministry strongly supports educating young adults to enhance their understanding of the church teachings, which birthed the group’s discussion series. They
kicked off their discussion series with the topic, Recognizing the Signs that God Sends, which was led
by Father Campbell, and they followed it up with Obstacles to Our Faith, led by Deacon Al Douglas
Turner. Both discussions allowed for an open dialogue that answered some of the common questions
that young adults have regarding their Christian walk, including do’s and don’ts of relationships, how
to discern when you are too accepting of the negative aspects of popular culture, and understanding
when it is time to make changes in your career or lifestyle.
Overall, St. Joseph’s YAM seeks to create a forum that embraces
everyone in the community and helps them to become more like
Christ. All are welcome to attend their monthly discussions,
which are held on the second Sunday following the 11 A.M. Mass
and any other events, which are always posted in the church bulletin.
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Good Samaritan Ministry
By Delores Missouri
The Good Samaritan Ministry, is dedicated to meeting the short-term spiritual
needs of parishioners and
those in need of temporary
assistance because they are
elderly, sick, shut-in or temporarily in crisis. The Good
Samaritans have assisted
with meals, provided transportation to medical appointments, visited the sick,
elderly and homebound and
continue to provide spiritual encouragement and prayer. The
Good Samaritan Ministry also seeks opportunities to support
the needs of the church community as well as the community at
large through sponsoring special projects.
The 2013 “Diaper Drive" was very successful due to the
generosity of parishioners. Diapers and other baby supplies
were collected from parishioners and donated to the local community members and to the District of Columbia Diaper Bank.

The St. Joseph Parish
community was also very
generous in donating school
supplies. In September,
Back to School Assistance
was given to three schools,
Highland Park Elementary,
Carmody Hills Elementary,
and
Kenmore
Middle
School.
The next project sponsored by the Good Samaritan Ministry is “Project
Warmth"
. The Ministry has worked with various local public
schools during the winter to provide coats, gloves, scarves
and hats for students in need. Parishioners are asked to donate "New" winter coats and winter apparel to help address
the needs of our local Community. Donations will be collected in the Good Samaritan Ministry's Project Warmth box
located in the foyer before and after Mass starting November
9th. The drive will end on December 8th. Monetary gifts are
also accepted.

Soccer Is My Game
By John W. Huntley, Grand Knight
Lanham, Maryland on a beautiful Saturday morning. Isaiah
represented the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 from St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Largo, Maryland.
The Soccer Shoot-Out is a competition designed for players
to demonstrate the most basic soccer skill - the penalty kick. It
is open to all boys and girls in our community, ages 9-14,
where each player will be allowed 15 shots at the goal at the
goal from the penalty line (12 yards from the goal).

Isaiah Scott walked away with the Gold. It happen on Saturday, October 27, 2013 at the St. Matthias Soccer Field in
Lanham, Maryland. It was the Knights of Columbus Annual
District 32 Soccer Shootout. The event was hosted by Mother Seton Council 5381 at Matthias Catholic Church in
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Isaiah was successful in each category for his age group,
and thus was presented First Place honors by District Deputy
Charles P. Springmann and Grand Knight John W. Huntley.
Council winners progress to the District, Regional, State and
international levels.
Congratulations Isaiah!
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“O Lord, We Magnify Your Name”

St. Joseph Gospel Choir’s - 43rd Anniversary Concert
By Theresa Leeke

St. Joseph Gospel Choir celebrated its 43rd year of continuous service to the St. Joseph Community on
November 3, 2013 at the annual concert. We thank the St. Joseph Church family and friends for their
continued support. Recently the choir has sung for the Archdiocese of Washington Catechetical Day as
well at a revival at St. Gabriel Catholic Church in Washington. The choir looks forward to serving in
other outreach communities.

New Lead Me Guide Me Hymnals
By Theresa Leeke
New Lead Me Guide Me Hymnal Project begins November 17 - December 15, 2013. Parishioners and
Ministries are asked to purchase a copy of the new Lead Me Guide for the assembly. Costs is $18.00 per
book. Each hymnal purchased can be personalized to leave a legacy to St. Joseph Parish.
There will be options on how each hymnal can be personalized. Hymnals can be dedicated to ____; In
memory of ______; etc. Checks should be made payable to St. Joseph Church, note: Hymnal Project.
After the hymnals arrive and are personalized, there will be an opportunity to reviewed by each participating individual, ministry representative, etc. before they are placed in the pews. This will take place
after the Masses on the weekend and will be announced in advance.
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Honoring Our Sodalists
85 Years And Older
By Desiree Graves
On Saturday, November 16th, the St. Joseph Sodalists Ministry members came together to
honor seventeen of its members, 85 years and older. All but Elizabeth Wheeler are pictured
herewith. The program opened with a prayer by Fr. Roy Campbell, followed by a welcome
address by Barbara Bechet. The program included musical selections by Keivana Wallace,
singing “How I Got Over” and “Just a Closer Walk With Thee.” Pamela Bechet, played the
Soprano Saxophone in honor of her late uncle, fame jazz saxophonist Sidney Bechet.
ELEANORA KLEMAN

The guest speaker for the forum was our very own Barbara Fletcher Martin. Her theme for
her address was “Growing Up Catholic: With The Sodality as a Guide.” During college
years, Bowie State, she joined the Sodality and has been a member ever since. The Sodality
helped her know the way to go during life.
The Sodality seeks to promote a deep spiritual formation of its members
and foster a genuine love for Mary and for all humankind. The Sodality
encourages Sodalists to seek to live virtuous lives by abiding in the moral
teachings of the Church, and facilitates the sanctification of individual
Sodalists to equip them for the work of building up the Kingdom of God
on earth. “Sodalis” is a Latin word, which can be translated as a very
close friend or associate, a companion who shares the same principles
and who is willing to work together for justice. The Sodality sponsors
programs in liturgy, evangelization, ecumenism and community outreach.

BARBARA TAYLOR

HELEN HARLEY

Certificates of Appreciation were presented to all of the honorees by Deacons Al Davis, Al
Turner and Sheila Davis. The event coordinator, Desiree Graves thanked one and all for
making this event so successful.
The final musical selection for the day was “His Eye Is On The Sparrow”, led by Keivana
Wallace, Vocalist, and Pamela Bechet on Saxophone. Deacon Al Davis closed the forum
with remarks and the benediction.
HATTIE WHIGHAM

MARIE ANDERSON

EVELYN M. JOHNSON

EUNICE BAPTISTE

SADIE MALVEAUX

BEATRICE MYLES
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BARBARA MARTIN

VERONICA FLETCHER

MARY A. HARLEY

LAURA TWINE

REGINA WALKER

MARTHA SMITH
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Veneration of the Relics of African Saints
By Vernon Hawkins
November is Black Catholic History Month. It is also the month in which ALL Catholics celebrate our
“communion with the saints”. We remember our connection to the eternal with the Holy Day; All Saints and
the day of remembering our own beloved dead on All Souls Day. This is a time to remember our ancestors
in the faith. As African American Catholics, we have our heroes, saints and holy people who are our role
models. Though we do not yet have any declared African American saints, Mother Lange and Fr. Tolton are
being recognized as the holy people they were.
The Sodality of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Largo, MD and the Office of Black Catholics invited parishioners and members of the community to join them at the Annual Veneration of the Relics of African Saints
on Friday, November 8, 2013. The liturgy which included the litany of the saints began at 7:30 pm. A light
reception, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 followed the service
in the Rosemont Room. I hope that you will take this time out to remember those on whose shoulders, in
faith, we stand.

Pope St. Victor, I

St. Perpetua

St. Augustine of Hippo

St. Rose Phippine Duchesne
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St. Felicitas

St. Cyprian

St. Martin De Porres

St. John Neumann
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Blessing of the Animals
By Vernon Hawkins

“Not every person
knows how to love a
dog, but every dog
knows how to love a
person.”

“When we learn to
respect all life, we
learn to love all life.”

On Saturday, October 5th occurred one of the cutest of all annual traditions: The Blessing of the Animals
at St. Joseph Catholic Church. What better way to celebrate the life of St. Francis of Assisi and his love
of animals than communing with cats, dogs and many other animals? Fr. Campbell did just that. The
event involves a ceremony on the grounds of St. Joseph Church with a procession of animals and their
handlers.
The blessing of the Animals at St. Joseph takes place every year in the fall to celebrate St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of the animals. Fr. Campbell welcomed the animals with a special prayer, as follows:
“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in
the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all
of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless this pet. By the power of your
love, enable it to live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all your
beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.”
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Profile In Faith - Thelma Lucas

I

attended the St. Joseph Catholic Church in the
Arlington Virginia Diocese where I volunteered
and served in many aspects of Church ministry
such as the parish counsel, liturgy committee, the
gospel choir, religious education, parish wedding
coordinator, Team Leader for the EnQuantro 2000
Multicultural Conference in Los Angles California,
and Team Leader for the National Black Catholic
Congress in 1987. I also served as the Director of the
Office of Black Catholic Ministries for twenty years
in the Arlington Diocese. My husband Ernest and I
moved to Fort Washington, Maryland where I transferred my membership to St. Joseph’s of Largo, Maryland in 2007 and into the Archdiocese of Washington, DC.
There were two individuals in the Church that had the most
profound impact upon me in regards to church ministry and completing my education. They were both supportive as they encouraged me to become credentialed as I was already devoting much
of my time and talents to church ministry. The first is Sister Dr.
Jamie T. Phelps who I met in 1987. Our first meeting occurred at
the first Black Catholic Congress that had convened in over one
hundred years. During this period the National Black Congress
movement was being re-vitalized through the collective efforts of
the Black Catholic Bishops of the United States. I met Sister Eva
Regina when she was the director of the Institute and we were
participating in a think tank at Xavier University. I was working
with a team of Black Catholic leaders on a project for the U. S
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat for African American
Catholics Black Secretariat with the founding Director Dr. Beverly A. Carroll. Sister Eva Regina and Sister Jamie are both former
directors of the Institute for Black Catholic Studies (IBCS). Xavier is the first and only Black Catholic Institute in the Western
Hemisphere.

My journey has not been an easy one but I put my
trust in the Holy Spirit to guide me as I worked to
complete my under graduate studies at Trinity University in Washington, DC and I worked full time for
AT&T. I Completed my Masters in Theological
Studies at the Washington Theological Union in
2012. I was also attending the Institute for Black
Catholic Studies (IBCS) at Xavier University at the
same time participating in the summer program. This
program is completed in six years because you only
attend during the summer. I completed my Masters in
Theology July, 2013. The IBCS is a ministerial training and research institution that endeavors to shape
effective leaders that are engaged in Catholic mission in the Black
Community. IBCS exists to provide holistic interdisciplinary education that integrates the complex experience of Black Catholics as
they explore the theological, historical, sociological, cultural and
spiritual traditions of the Catholic Church as these have meaning
to the Black experience.
Today I serve in the St. Joseph Music Ministry (Assistant director, Cantor, Gospel Choir Vice President) at. I also work on programs that impact the elderly and I am interested in exploring the
relationship between the African and African American in today’s
Church. Currently I am working at the St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
(SHE) in the Department for Behavioral Health serving as the only
Resident Catholic Chaplain on staff. I conduct the communion
services for the staff and individuals in care every Sunday in the
Transitional and Intensive units of the hospital. I am hopeful that I
will bring to the individuals in care a sense of hope that they will
recover and move back into society and live healthy, productive
lives. I encourage them to continue to work towards recovery and
to place their trust in God the Father, His son Jesus and be guided
by the Holy Spirit.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
By Kathleen Mitchell & Gloria Celestin
To present the Sunday gospel message at the
child’s level of understanding and to find the
presence of Jesus in their experiences.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is offered to
children ages 4 through 8 (Kindergarten
through 3rd Grade) during the school year on
Sunday’s during the eleven o’clock Mass.
The children of the parish are invited by Father after the Opening Prayer to follow their
Leader to a classroom where they hear the Sunday readings in words
they can understand and relate to their everyday experiences.

Coordinators: Kathleen Mitchell, 301-773-6087 and Gloria Celestin, 240-997-8505. We need and welcome volunteers. Please come
and visit.
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ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
FAMILY HEALTH FAIR
The Social Justice Social Concern Ministry presented a Community Outreach Project to address
the health care, nutrition and quality of life for the parish and the community of Prince George’s
County. The Family Health Fair, co-sponsored with Catholic Charities, Washington, DC was
held on Saturday, October 26, 2013 from 9:30 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. Over 18 community health
professionals provided printed materials and scheduled presentations for adults, teens, and
young children. The Prince George’s County Fire Department was on site allowing many to “sit
in the driver’s seat of a fire engine” and explore the capabilities of an ambulance. In addition the
Colgate Dental Van was available to provide free dental screening for the young children.
Formal presentations were offered at varied times throughout the day addressing Care of the
Elders, Nutrition Food Corner for the Kids, Parents and Teens Talking, Healthy Best Friend,
and an outstanding skit presentation by Washington AIDS International Teens.
The exhibit hall was open the entire time of the fair with printed materials available for all, and raffle drawings were held hourly providing
the donations from varied community businesses.
Screenings were available for blood pressure, diabetes, and HIV/AIDs.
Over 30 youth and adults served as volunteers throughout the day to ensure a seamless and safe environment. Much appreciation to all of
the volunteers!
If you missed this event, we sincerely hope you will attend next year. Your health is an important individual responsibility and we, your
faithful, church family community, want to support your efforts to maintain a healthy mind, body, and soul.
We plan to host other health related programs in the coming months, so stay tuned! It is our goal to help you be well informed of issues
impacting your wellness and to facilitate your healthcare decisions. We look forward to seeing you at our future community outreach programs!

YOU ARE INVITED TO AN EVENING
With Fame Historian and Photographer

- RAYMOND WILSON D.C. Photographer chronicled a host of African American firsts
Back before Ray Wilson went blind, there was little he loved more than looking at visages
through his viewfinder. He preferred them black and historic.
Over three decades, Wilson photographed Buffalo soldiers and Thurgood Marshall, Sidney Poitier and Rosa Parks, Ron Brown and James Brown. Civil rights leader Dorothy Height was a favorite subject, and the city’s black mayors appear frequently in Wilson’s frames.
The septuagenarian shutterbug, who bought the camera that would transform his life in 1975 on a
whim, became an eyewitness to black history. He took thousands of pictures of everyday folks
and famous African American figures, of minor meetings and momentous events, from the 20th
anniversary of the March on Washington to the Million Man March.
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
ROSEMONT ROOM
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2013
7 - 9 P.M.
SPONSORED BY THE JAMES C. FLETCHER, JR. COUNCIL 11422, KNIGHTS OF COLUMSUS
Volume 1, Issue 2
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St. Joseph Catholic Church
Ministry List
MINISTRY

CONTACT

PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

Altar Servers

Deacon Al Turner

301-840-0255

revmral@msn.com

Jane Turner
Bereavement

Etoile de Hawkins

301-336-0284

etoile1706@aol.com

Children Liturgy Of The Word

Kathleen Mitchell

301-773-6087

glowbell64@aol.com

Gloria Celestine

301-262-1314

Community Sunday

George & Erma Torney

301-773-6086

Good Samaritans

Jeanne Black

301-809-6699

jeanne1213@verizon.net

Delores Missouri

301-499-9604

demissouri@yahoo.com

Hospitality

Cynthia Mills

301-459-6832

catmills3@yahoo.com

J.C. Fletcher Charities

Peter Methodius-Ngwodo

301-328-9142

pmethodius@yahoo.com

K.C. Ladies

Cathy Gresham

301-868-5795

catstew@aol.com

Knights of Columbus

John W. Huntley

240-441-9086

jhuntley@some.org

Knights of St. Johns 141

Shirley Courtney

301-350-7358

courtnsw1@verizon.net

Lectors

Beverly Starks

301-352-6117

bstarks814@verizon.net

Men’s Club

Donald Wilson

301-390-3358

RCIA

Virginia Brust

301-336-0868

msburst@netzero.net

Repast

Burma Hill

301-772-2689

burnahill57@aol.com

St. Vincent De Paul

Deborah Duckett

301-794-7349

debblj76@yahoo.com

John Queen

301-794-7349

queenje1@verizon.net

Social Justice Social Concern

Rachael Miller

301-300-9202

r_miller652@yahoo.com

Sodality

Barbara Bechet

301-336-6835

bbechet3@aol.com

Young Adult

Keila Bratton

301-333-0155

brattonk@gmail.com

Youth

Virginette Scott

301-499-1152

vscott@pgcps.org
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Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
Washington, DC
Editor’s Corner
This newsletter: “The St. Joseph Spirit” is formatted to provide you with information and to show you what’s getting done
and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to the life of the St. Joseph parish. We also want everyone to
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something new along the way about our Church. Also, we invite
ministries, organizations and individuals to submit highlights of their respective plans and accomplishments to the Editor,
Vernon Hawkins (vhawkinsjr@aol.com) and we’ll try to make this publication useful, informative and fun.

Photo Tips
Photos are one of the most important components of The St. Joseph Spirit, and the editorial staff relies almost solely on
readers to fill the pages with images of ministry, organizations, and individual activities. However, the vast majority of photos that we receive are not usable because they are not editorially appealing - they are posed or blurry or simply poor quality.
Compelling photos, on the other hand, always catch the eyes of our editors and represent your best chance of having it published in the newsletter.

