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January 3, 2016: Sunday Before Theophany

Epistle: 2 Tim. 4: 5-8
Mon., Jan. 4		

8:00

Gospel: Mk. 1: 1-8

+ Phil Duick (Joan & Vince Narcoonis)

Tues., Jan. 5		
8:00 + Emmett & Zenia Hooper (Family)
			
7:00 pm + Gene Fedura (Gawron Family
				
Solemn Blessing of Water
Wed., Jan. 6			
		
9:00

Theophany (Holy Day of Obligation
For Our Parishioners

Thurs., Jan. 7

8:00

Special Intention

Fri., Jan. 8		

8:00

+ Andrea Sabastianelli (JoAnn Galaydick Stone)

Sat., Jan. 9			
No Morning Divine Liturgy.
			 10:30 Confessions
			
2:00 pm Confessions
			
4:00 pm + Deceased of Irene Paczkowski Family (Family)
Sun., Jan. 10		
			

9:00 For Our Parishioners
11:30 Healing of Sally & Robert Dench (Barbara Cassidy)

A Prayer For The New Year

“Keep us O God, from pettiness; let
us be large in thought, in word, in
deed. Let us be done with faultfinding and leave off self-seeking. May we
put away all pretenses and meet each
other face to face without self-pity and
without prejudice. May we never be
hasty in judgment and always generous — let us make time for all things.
Make us grow calm, serene, and gen-

tle. Teach us to put into action our better impulses, straightforward and unafraid. Grant that we may realize it is
the little things that create differences
that in the big things of life we are as
one. And may we strive to touch and to
know the great, common human heart
of us all, and O Lord God, let us forget
not to be kind.”
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Keep Greeting One Another

A reminder to all: just as we prepared for
Christmas with a 40-day preparation and
fasting period, so now we celebrate the
bright days of Christmas, New Year’s,
and Theophany for 40 days. Please continue to sing our beautiful Christmas
carols, and to greet one another with
our traditional “Christos Razhdayetsia!
Slavite Yeho! Christ is Born! Glorify

Him!” During the darkness of the Winter months, do all you can to keep the
bright light of Christ burning brightly!
Let Christ shine through you!
Note: according to tradition, we continue to sing Christmas carols up until the
Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord on
February 2nd.

Theophany of Our Lord

We remind our Parishioners that the
Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord is a
Holy Day of Obligation in our Ukrainian
Catholic Church. Attending the the Divine Liturgy either on Tuesday, January
5 at 7 pm or on Wednesday, January 6 at

9 am fulfills your obligation. Also, please
note: THE SOLEMN BLESSING OF
WATER WILL TAKE PLACE DURING THE 7 PM DIVINE LITUGY
ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2015.

The Liturgical Service Of Theophany

On the Feast of Theophany, the
Church calls us to go to the river Jordan
to witness the manifestation of God and
the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Then we see, with the eyes of our soul,
the Lord immersing Himself once again
in the waters of the River Jordan, and
thus sanctifying the oceans, rivers and
lakes of the world.
On the Feast of Theophany the priest
performs the special rite of the Blessing
of Water. He asks our Lord that just as
2,000 years ago He blessed the water

in the Jordan River, so today He bless
the water that we have before us so that
in the words of the prayer: “those who
sprinkle and partake thereof (of the Holy
Water) may receive it for the cleansing
of the souls and bodies, for the healing
of suffering, for the sanctification of
homes, and for every need.” Upon leaving church we take a container of holy
water home to bless ourselves and our
homes. “Today the streams of Jordan are
changed into healing waters by the presence of the Lord,” says the prayer of Pa-
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in the Rite of the Blessing of Waters on
Theophany.
The sprinkling of people with holy
water which takes place during this
service has its root in ancient practices
of baptism where it was customary to
sprinkle the faithful with the consecrated waters of the baptismal font before
the catechumens were baptized.
In some parts of the world Greek
bishops throw a cross into the body of
water to be retrieved by a swimmer. In
the local parish the priest immerses a
cross into a vessel containing water. He
immerses it three times to recall the triple immersion of Christ in the Jordan, as
well as the triple immersion that every

Eastern Christian believer should have
received in the baptismal font. This act
represents our Lord immersing Himself
once again in the Jordan River and sanctifying the rivers and lakes of the world.
Thus the consecrated water brings to us
the healing presence of the Lord.
Children should be encouraged to
keep a small container of holy water
which they receive on this day. They can
place it by their personal icon and use it
year round. They can partake of it when
they feel they have a special need for the
Lord’s presence at home. It will represent the Lord’s healing and loving presence with them constantly as does the
family icon. Thus we can teach our children to keep Theophany the year round

When The Priest Comes To Bless Your Home

The tradition of blessing homes with
the water made holy in the solemn
ceremony on the Feast of Theophany
is an important one, and should be
taken seriously. First of all, know that
the priest wants to bless a home that is
lived in, so don’t worry about keeping
the place perfectly neat and spotless. A
place of prayer should be set up. The
kitchen or dining room table could be
used, covered with a white cloth. Placed
upon it should be a candle, a Bible, a
crucifix and any religious articles you

may want blessed. When Father arrives,
the TV and radio should be turned off
and any pets should be placed in some
secure area. Gather your family together
and light the candle, the symbol of
our prayer to Christ, “the light of the
world.” The priest will pray for God’s
blessing upon your household, as you
stand prayerfully around him, then he
will bless each room of the house with
holy water – a blessing for safekeeping
in peace and love (and a renewal of your
commitment to live in the same spirit).
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should accompany the priest during this follow.

Leaving Mass* Early

The following question was asked
during a Catholic Forum discussion
group:
Is it a sin to leave mass right after
receiving communion before the closing prayers?
If it is, is it a mortal sin or venial sin?
Here is the answer given by a Roman
Catholic priest:
In most cases it is not a sin, but it is
very disrespectful. You should remain
and give thanks for His Presence within you. There is no greater gift in all of
creation. Holy Communion is a time for
intimacy with Him. At least thank Him
for all that He suffered for you on your
behalf. How many people have ever died
for you? Thank Him, thank Him and
thank Him some more!
How would you feel if someone came
to your house for dinner, then suddenly
got up before dinner was over, didn’t
even wait for dessert, but just got up and
left and didn’t bother to say thank-you or
even goodbye? Wouldn’t you consider
them to be rude and ungrateful? Think
for a moment about the Last Supper:
did anyone leave early, before the meal

ended?
It’s time now to break old habits
and stay until mass is over. Just decide
to do it. Stay to the end and say thank
you. Pray. Sing. Reflect. Be grateful for
the opportunity to spend such a precious
time in God’s presence in His house,
after just having received the Body and
Blood of His Son. Is there anywhere else
or anything else that can compare? What
could possibly be more important? If you
don’t make a change in your life now and
train yourself to stay for the entirety of
mass, then when will you? Take good
care now about your spiritual health. The
Spirit of God dwells within you!
If you are among the many who do
come to mass on time, and you stay all
the way through until the dismissal, then
God bless you, and keep it up. By your
good and faithful example, may you encourage others toward this commendable goal as well.
(* Of course, in the Byzantine Eastern Church, the term “Mass” should not
be used. The correct term is “Divine
Liturgy” or when sometimes shortened,
“Liturgy.”)
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Holy Name Society Raffle

The Holy Name Society is having its annual raffle and tickets were mailed to parishioners. Please support this raffle with

a $10. Donation. The proceeds of the raffle
are used for expenses related to our parish.

Festival of Christmas Carols

The Annual Festival of Christmas Carols
will be held on Sunday, January 10, 2016 at 3
p.m. at the golden-domed Ukrainian Catho-

lic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Philadelphia. Choirs from different parishes will participate. Everyone is welcome.

Malanka Meeting

The final meeting to plan Northeastern
Pennsylvania’s 12th annual Malanka will be
conducted at 7:00pm, Monday evening, January 11, 2016 at St. Vladimir Parish Center,
430 North Seventh Avenue, Scranton. The

Malanka will take place on Saturday evening, January 16, 2016 at the Parish Center.
For tickets contact Sandra Berta at 570 3839487.

Northeastern Pennsylvania’s Malanka 2016

Northeastern Pennsylvania’s 12th annual
MALANKA is scheduled for Saturday evening, January 16, 2016 from 6:00 pm to 12:30
am at St. Vladimir Parish Center, 728 North
Seventh Avenue, Scranton. The festive evening will include a generous Ukrainian and
American dinner buffet catered by Paul Wanas of Accentuate Caterers, cash bar, complimentary bubbly toast and dancing to the

popular Ukrainian orchestra “Fata Morgana”. Door prizes will be awarded.
Tickets are $45.00 per person and can be
obtained by contacting Sandra Berta at 570383-9487. No tickets will be sold at the door,
therefore advance reservations are required.
Wearing Ukrainian apparel is encouraged.
Doors will open at 5:45 pm.

Know a Marriage that Needs Help?

Throw them a lifeline and tell them about
Retrouvaille, an international program
that helps couples who are experiencing
marital difficulties. This program is for
all couples, at any stage of marriage that

needs help to communicate with each other in a more attentive and loving manner.
The next program in the Scranton Diocese begins Feb. 26 - Feb. 28, 2016, at The
Ramada Inn in Clarks Summit. For more
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800-470-2230 or visit www.helpour-

marriage.org

Collection Processing Team...

We wish to thank all the Board Members who helped out last year, especially
during the Christmas Holy Days. The

Board Members for the month of January 2016 are Team #1: William Vervan,
Roger Barren, and Jerry Sereditch.

Sunday Collection for Dec. 26 & 27, 2015:
Altar Boy and Lector Schedule for January 9 & 10, 2016
4:00 pm
9:00 am
11:30 am

Altar Boys
Nicholas Chylak -- Michael Roberts
Patrick Marcinko -- Joseph Skirpan
David Slachtish -- Thomas Radle

Lectors
Andrew Augustine
Pat Marcinko
Frank Lesnefsky

House Blessing Request Form
Fr. Nestor:
I (we) would like you to come and bless my (our) home, if possible, during the
2016 Theophany (Jordan) Season 2016.
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: __________________________________

Zip: __________________

Telephone: _____________________________________________________
Fr. Nestor will call to arrange a convenient time.
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