
Closing Ritual:  

 At this time let’s take a minute to each find one natural 
thing nearby that speaks to you. [I.e.: a bit of grass,  a leaf 
or stone]. Give them a minute to find this, and bring it back 
to the group.   

 Re-gather in a circle.  Now that we’re back, hold out the 
item you found in front of you for our closing ritual. 

 One at a time, we will each say what we have found, 
how it reminds you of God, and place it in the middle of 
the circle.  Then, I’ll say, “Thank you, God, for this leaf/
leaves. We’ll all reply, “How wonderful are your works, 
oh Lord.” [I.e.: ‘I found a yellow leaf. The brightness of this 
leaf reminds me of Jesus, the light of the world. Thank you, 
God, for this leaf.’  All: “How wonderful are your works, oh 
Lord.” 

 Invite another person to show his/her item and place it 
in the center of the circle. 

 Leader: Thank you, God, for this ________. 
 All:  How wonderful are your works, oh Lord! 
 [Repeat for each person’s item.] 
 Leader:  We praise you, God, for revealing yourself to us 

in creation. 
 Closing Prayer: 

Blessed are you, O God, Creator of the universe, 
who have made all things good, and revealed yourself to 
us in your creation. 
Grant that we may always use created things gratefully 
and share your gift with those in need, 
out of the love of Christ our Lord. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 If you have extra time at the end, feel free to stay outside with 
your family, enjoy nature, & continue to share until time is up. 

Praying   

with Nature 

LEADER GUIDE 

Directions for Prayer Leader 

 Gather your group: ideal size is 8 to 10 people (1 or 2 families). 

 Bring along jackets or blankets if you have them – so you can 
all sit down outside. 

 Walk outside – find a spot where you can be comfortable and 
not too close to others; there is plenty of space behind the 
church near the retention pond. Be aware that there may be 
cars moving in the parking lot. 

 Form a small circle so everyone can easily hear you. 

 Read the prayer inside slowly and pause before each cross  
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Find a comfortable position; sitting, lying down or standing. 

 Let us begin in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.   All-powerful God, 

you are present in the whole universe and in the 

smallest of your creatures. 

 Close your eyes and take a deep breath. (Pause) 

 Take a second breath. Become aware of all creation. 

 God, we welcome your presence with us here.  Open 

our hearts to you in your created world.  

 Listen carefully. (Pause) Listen for as many different 

sounds as you can hear around you. (Pause) 

 Lord – the rustle of the wind, the chirping of birds 

and insects reminds us of your presence in all places 

and time. 

 Open your eyes and look to the sky. (Pause) 

 Lord – we see you in the vastness of the sky above.  

We know that all over the world, others see the 

same sun, the same clouds, the same stars, and we 

are reminded of our connection to all people. 

 Look around you. (Pause) Notice the colors you see. 

(Pause) 

 Lord, you have created this world full of variety; Red, 

orange, and yellow leaves, green grass, blue sky, 

brown branches, and each in many shades.  You 

spread this beauty before us today.  Help us to see 

your beauty in these colors. 

 Look down.  Feel the ground beneath you.  (Pause) 

The soil provides a base for the plants to grow.  

 God, you are our base, you are our firm foundation.  

Like the soil that nurtures the plants, you nurture us.  

You allow us to grow. 

 Notice a leaf that has fallen to the ground.  (Pause) 

Each year the leaves fall to earth, and eventually are 

transformed into soil. 

 Lord, as we look at the dying leaves, we remember 

that you came to earth and that you died for us.  As 

the leaves are transformed into something that 

brings life, help us to be open to the ways that you 

transform us, the ways you bring life from us.  

 Breathe slowly.  Close your eyes once again.   (Pause) 

 Thank you God for helping us to settle into this small 

area of your created world, and to pray together 

with nature.  Pour out upon us the power of your 

love, that we may protect life and beauty.  We pray 

all this in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 Sharing: Open your eyes and let’s share.  What did 

you hear?  See?  Feel?  Would anyone like to share?  

Did anyone see or feel something else that reminds 

them of God in a special way?  (i.e. the lake or pond - 

water – which is necessary for life?)   

Conclude with closing ritual (on the back) 


