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Ashes will not be placed on one’s forehead,
but will be sprinkled upon
the top of one’s head.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

“I am the wheat of God. I must become the pure bread of Christ.”

St. Ignatius of Antioch

A Message From Hawaii: Love Never Fails
Today I want to tell you about a Saint that you have heard me speak of before, only with a reference
to some of our current concerns. When I was fourteen or fifteen, I had to do a book report for my high
school religion class on a biography by John Farrow entitled Damien the Leper. That was my first exposure to
the terrible leper colony of Kaluapapa on the Island of Molokai, one of the Hawaiian Islands. It was also my
first exposure to the heroism and sanctity of St. Damien de Veuster, the Belgian Catholic Missionary who
lived among the lepers and contracted leprosy himself.
A number of years ago, I had enough airline points to travel to Hawaii. I made it a point to visit
Kaluapapa. Originally, I had thought that I could just take a ferry over to the Island of Molokai and then a
bus to Kaluapapa. I found out that the patients at Kaluapapa did not want anyone visiting unless that person
was with the then town sheriff, Richard, who organized one tour a day. So I took a small plane, one of those
where every passenger has two window seats, and flew to the Kaluapapa Airport where Richard met me and
four other people.
The approach to Kaluapapa was past the steep walls of Molokai descending into the ocean. These
walls are steeper than the Big Sur of California or the Amalfi Coast of Italy. Then Kaluapapa appeared, a flat
peninsula completely exposed to the weather, with those steep walls behind it serving as a prison for the
lepers.
At the time of my trip, there were about ninety patients still living in Kaluapapa, but with the advent
of sulfides their disease was treatable. In fact, modern day leprosy, known as Hanson's disease, is now
recognized as the least contagious of all contagious diseases. The patients are free to come and go. They no
longer have to live on Molokai. Richard, the town sheriff and tour guide, himself had leprosy but spent the
last years of his life traveling the world and speaking about Kaluapapa and about Fr. Damien.
Up to seventy years ago, leprosy was feared and treated with a form of superstition. Before sulfides,
leprosy was a terrible looking disease with sores throughout the body and blockages in the circulatory system
resulting in parts of the body deteriorating. The people afflicted with leprosy were treated as though they
were criminals. In Hawaii, as in other places throughout the world, hospitals would not treat lepers. Instead
the lepers were forced to live in colonies with laws separating them from society, similar to those laws we
heard in the first reading for today. In Hawaii the lepers were put into cages, shipped off to Molokai, and
dumped into the ocean. Only those well enough to swim to shore would live. Richard said that most of the
Polynesians, water people, were good swimmers, but many of the Asians, Europeans and Americans never
made it to the shore. Once on shore, the lepers faced total chaos. Everyone was sick. There was no medicine,
no doctors, no shelters, no blankets, nothing but the weather beating on the exposed peninsula.
In the middle of the nineteenth century, the Catholic Bishop of the Hawaiian Islands, the Bishop
of Honolulu, heard that there were seven to ten Catholics among the two or three hundred lepers in
Kaluapapa. There was a religious brother, I believe his name was Br. Andrew, on the big island of Hawaii
who was a skilled carpenter. The bishop asked the brother to build a small Church on Maui, take it apart and
number each piece. Then he was to go to Kaluapapa and reassemble the Church. Br. Andrew and two
Polynesian workmen did this, then they loaded the pieces onto a ship and headed out to Kaluapapa. But
when the Polynesians saw the lepers they fled, probably hiding in the jungle. Soon after this, within hours,
Br. Andrew flagged down a passing ship, and he and the workmen returned to Honolulu where he begged
the bishop to never send him back to Kaluapapa.
Now, on the big island of Hawaii, there was a young priest from Belgium named Damien deVeuster.
He had been a carpenter before he became a priest. Fr. Damien had built numerous small churches on the
Big Island. The Bishop asked Fr. Damien to go to Kaluapapa and reassemble the little church that had been
sent there. Fr. Damien was to have no contact with the lepers. The bishop did not have many priests, and he
did not want to lose Fr. Damien. He told him that he was not to anoint or hear confessions of the lepers or
to bury them or to have any contact with them at all.
When Fr. Damien first saw the lepers, he was frightened. But he was different. He didn't see the
disease. He saw the people who were suffering. Fr. Damien was the first non leper to stay overnight on
Kaluapapa. That first night he slept outside under a tree because he didn't think it was right that he should
build a shelter for himself if these poor sick people were exposed to the weather. He immediately began
building shelters for the people. He constructed the Church and began saying Mass. He was shocked to find
over a hundred people wanting to pray with him, even though less than ten of them were Catholic. He was
the first to show Christ's love to them.
A ship came to pick up Fr. Damien after his 30 day medical visa expired, but the story goes that the
lepers fought off the crew, preventing them from landing and taking Fr. Damien. Richard said that was
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not true; the lepers were too weak to do anything like that. Actually, the bosun who was in charge of the landing
party saw the lepers crying out that they didn't want Fr. Damien to leave. It was only after his death that the
bosun's memoirs were revealed noting that one of those lepers was his sister. Fr. Damien wanted to stay, so the
bosun made up the story and left him there. At that time Honolulu was in the middle of battling an outbreak of
the plague, so Fr. Damien's presence on Kaluapapa slipped through the cracks of the medical people on the
island. Time would later reveal, that the secretary who was entrusted with the task of making out the medical
visas to approach Kaluapapa kept making up new visas for Fr. Damien. Her mother was on that island. After
six months, no one wanted Fr. Damien to leave the leper colony. The medical people in Honolulu were
convinced that after being there that long, he probably already had contracted leprosy.
So Fr. Damien stayed. He built shelters, a water system, and turned Kaluapapa into a little functioning
community. He planted over a thousand trees to protect the people from the elements. He built the Church and
prayed for the people and with the people. Lepers of all faiths and no faith went to his Masses. They said, "He
holds our hands when we die." Fr. Damien wrote out to organizations around the world to provide help for these
people and received shipments of blankets and food and the everyday supplies that are far more valuable than
gold. One leper wrote, "Today is the happiest day of my life. Today I have received my blanket. This is my
blanket. I will be buried in it. Today I have hope and joy, for I have experienced God's love."
Although leprosy is not as contagious as feared, Fr. Damien contracted leprosy, probably because he did
not pay much attention to caring for his own health. Towards the end of his life, Mother Marianne, St. Marianne
Cope, and a group of sisters from Utica, New York, joined him on the island to continue his work and to build a
hospital right there in Kaluapapa. After Fr. Damien died, Robert Lewis Stevenson wrote a vigorous defense of
Damien’s life countering accusations of a minister, a Doctor Hyde of Honolulu, that questioned the accounts
of Damien’s heroism and his sanctity. In 1995 Damien was beatified by Pope John Paul II. In 2009, he was
canonized by Pope Benedict XVI.
On a little hill of Kaluapapa, there is a cross with a few words from scripture that sums up what was at
the heart of Fr. Damien's work. The words are from St. Paul's first letter to the Corinthians..."Love never fails."
In 1864 the United States Congress invited each state to erect two statues of prominent citizens in
Statuary Hall and throughout the Capital building in Washington D. C. Since then, all the states have followed
this custom, some replacing statues with others such as California replacing one of its statues with one to honor
Ronald Regan and Michigan doing the same to honor Gerald Ford. The State of Hawaii erected a statue of its
unifying king, King Kamehameha, and a statue of its greatest citizen, St. Damien. What he and St. Marianne
Cope did, their heroism, was extraordinary. They brought Jesus Christ to outcasts of society.
"A leper approached Jesus with a request, kneeling down as he addressed Him. 'If you will to do so, you
can cure me.' Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out His hand, touched him and said: 'I do will it. Be cured.'"
Who are the outcasts of our society? Are the outcasts people with AIDS or other terrible illnesses? Are
the outcasts the poor of the third world? Are the outcasts the immigrants? Are there outcasts in your family or
my family? Is the outcast of your family or my family that son or daughter, brother or sister, or cousin who has
embarrassed the family by getting involved with illegal activities or living an immoral lifestyle? Are we willing to
reach out to them? Are we willing to touch the outcast, or are we afraid that we might become unclean? Perhaps,
if we resume friendship with that difficult cousin, the rest of our family will have nothing to do with us. Unclean!
Or if we make friends with that girl or guy in school or the office or neighborhood labeled by others as unworthy
of anyone’s attention, we will also be rejected. Unclean! Or if we become advocates for migrants who work hard
to send money to their impoverished families, then we will be accused of being aligned with the few bad among
them who have done horrible things, even if the percentage of bad people among them is far less the percentage
of evildoers who are American citizens. Still some will say to those who reach out to the immigrants, “Unclean!”
The example of St. Damien and the message of our gospel, is that we can reach out to those who are
suffering and touch them with the healing power of Jesus Christ. Yes, by doing this we may open ourselves up
to insult and attack from those around us. But we have been empowered with the healing touch of Jesus Christ.
And that healing touch can conquer the pain around us.
Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out His hand, touched him and said: 'I do will it. Be cured.'"
Love never fails.
Yours in Christ,
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For the safety of everyone in our faith family, all need to wear masks that
cover both their mouth & nose, plus practice social distancing
while inside the Church, Chapel & all buildings.
Please leave the Church immediately after Mass
so the Church can be cleaned and disinfected.

Saturday Confessions in Church Reconciliation Rooms…
Beginning at 3 p.m. and must end at 3:45 p.m. & after 6:30 p.m. Mass

Weekend Mass Times...

Saturday - 4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday - 7 a.m., 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Daily Mass Times...

Monday—Friday at 7 a.m. & 9 a.m. & Saturday at 9 a.m. in the Church.

Come & Pray in the Chapel…

Monday – Friday from 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. & Saturday from 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Those who are ill, elderly, have underlying
health conditions, or are leery to come to Church
are urged to stay home.
A dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday
Mass is still in effect and will be until further notice.
Weekend Masses are uploaded to our YouTube page.

Stay informed for changes to the calendar.
Online...www.st.ignatius.net
FlockNote: text IgnatiusUpdates
to 84576 and register
Facebook: Facebook.com/stiggys/
Instagram: st_ignatius_tarpon
myparishapp: simply text APP
to 88202
YouTube: St Ignatius Tarpon Springs
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Everyone must wear a mask that covers both nose &
mouth, plus practice social distancing during all events!
Lenten Events
Ash Wednesday:

Due to the Coronavirus,
we will not be able to distribute
ashes as in years past.
However, we will be able to distribute
ashes as they do in Europe.
This is a sprinkling on people's heads.
The priest will bless the ashes and say the formular
"Remember you are dust and unto dust you shall
return," or "Repent and return to the Gospel."
If people wish to be sprinkled with ashes, they
should come forward to the priest, deacon, or
Eucharistic Minister and bow their head. Ashes will
be sprinkled on top of their head.
Remember, Ash Wednesday is NOT a holy day
of obligation. Receiving the ashes is not a
sacrament. It is a sacramental. If you would rather
not have ashes sprinkled on your head, you do not
have to receive them.
Ashes will be distributed during the
Masses at 7 a.m., 9a.m., 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.

Lenten Guidelines:
All those who are 14 and over must abstain,
that is, not eat meat on every Friday of
Lent.
All adults, ages 18 to 59 years must fast on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, that is,
eat one full meal and not between meals.
Stations of the Cross:

Come join us as we say the Stations of the Cross
every Friday in the Church at 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
(6 p.m. Outside if weather permits)

40 Hours of Adoration:
Thursday, March 4th beginning
at 7 a.m. continuing
through Friday, March 5th
with Benediction at 11 p.m.

This Weekend our Diocese
is celebrating our third annual
Safe Haven Sunday.
Equipping the Family:
Safety Through Connection
The constant flood of influence that comes
through the internet and social media in all of
its various forms, along with social pressures
from peers, make it difficult for children to live
virtuous and holy lives. In this digital age, it’s not
a matter of if your child will see something
inappropriate online, it’s only a matter of when.
And regrettably, internet pornography is teaching
our children how and what to think about
sex and marriage.
Go to www.dosp.org/freedom-from-porn/
for resources that will provide you with
confidence and enable you to talk
to your children about internet dangers, as well
as, their personal online and offline choices.

Little Bethlehem
Little Bethlehem Christians is a group that
represents over 300 Christian and Catholic
families who live in Bethlehem, Jerusalem,
the Shepherd’s Field, and the Holy Land,
who are skilled Olive Wood Carvers.
This weekend,
February 13th & 14th,
a collection of hand carved
Olive Wood religious items
will be for sale outside the Church.
All profit goes to support the existence
of Christianity in the land of Christ.
Please view this beautiful collection!

Page 6

Events Notice…

Due to the resurgence of the Coronavirus, all previously
scheduled events in the hall and the Life Center
have been suspended until further notice.
The Parish Office &
Early Childhood Center
will be closed on
Monday, February 15th in
observance of
President’s Day.
Our Tuesday Morning Care Mass
has not resumed;
however, all intentions are being said
by Fr. Kevin in his private Masses.
This week’s intention is for
the repose of the soul of Richie Capaldo.

Life Teen
Bart Kovacic—
Life Teen Director
727-251-2476 or
ignatiuslifeteen@tampabay.rr.com
At this time, all Life Teen Hall and Youth House
events are suspended.
Contact Bart Kovacic for upcoming online
and/or event schedules.

Edge Youth Ministry
Samantha Trapp—Edge Director
727-251-2476 or strapp@ignatius.net

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls
of our dearly departed,
especially for
ALL WHO HAVE DIED
FROM CORONAVIRUS
Plus ANN MOROCCO,
ELIZABETH ANN CHIPPEAUX,
LAURA SCHWARTZENBERGER,
FRANK CRISCI, DANIEL ALFIN,
RAMON GUZMAN,
& JIM SCHEUERMAN

and for all those we hold
in our hearts who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

Our grades 6-8 ministry,
known as EDGE, is a dynamic
middle school youth ministry.
Edge will look different
for the time being.
All nights will be on Zoom and
sign in goes through strapp@ignatius.net.
Send an email to get on our list!
All Middle School Youth Invited!!
Check out our next meeting on
February 18th at 6:30 p.m.

RCIA
Know somebody who needs to finish their
Sacraments or wants to learn more
about the Catholic faith?
Although our meetings are suspended at this
time, please call
and leave Joshua
a message or send him an email to
begin the journey now.
JStrope@Ignatius.net
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Everyone must wear a mask that covers both nose &
mouth, plus practice social distancing during all events!
Food Drive at all Masses
Next Weekend!

The Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA)
is an annual appeal to the all parishioners asking
them to contribute directly to ministries,
programs and services of our Parish,
as well as, the Diocese.
It is an invitation encouraging participation from
every Catholic household to
Courageously Live the Gospel and support the mission
of our Church in the Diocese of St. Petersburg.
Our diocesan operations and ministries meet the
physical, educational and spiritual needs of
thousands within Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough,
Pasco, and Pinellas counties. This allows us, as a
faith community, to fulfill God’s call to discipleship
by spreading the Gospel message in word and deed,
serving each other in His love and mercy.
APA envelopes and prayer cards are located at the
front entrance of the Church and in your envelope
packets. For more information go to:
https://www.dosp.org/stewardship/apa/

Have you registered in the last year?
If so, you will be contacted by phone
over the next 2 months with details.
If you haven’t registered yet, registration forms
are available on the courtesy desk in the Church,
in the Parish Office and
on our website at St.Ignatius.net
Join us to learn everything the parish has to offer
and to answer any questions you may have.
At this time, our gatherings
will be virtual, more details to follow.
You can contact our Welcoming Ministry at
welcoming@ignatius.net

Please place items in containers in the Church.
No Paper Goods or Toiletries Please!
WE ARE IN GREAT NEED OF SMALL
EASY TO OPEN & CARRY PACKAGES.
Financial donations help us provide
for our increased homeless numbers
Some suggested items:
CANNED MEATS, FRUIT, VEGETABLES,
BEANS, CEREAL, COFFEE, TEA, RICE,
SPAGHETTI SAUCE,
INSTANT POTATOES, MACARONI,
PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY
Thank you for your support!

Women’s Council
Do you have a favorite recipe to share?
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
is gathering recipes for a fundraiser
cookbook and is reaching out to
our St. Ignatius family. If you
would like to share your recipes,
simply place them in the church
collection basket in an envelope
addressed to the Women’s Council,
email them to pbhamilton2@yahoo.com or
bring them to the Parish Office.
Please include your name for recognition in the
book and a phone number for verification.
Your number will not be published.
Praying Angel Votive Devotion for Lent
You can purchase this Angel with base
now through Lent for $12.00.
Details at the Knights of Columbus website.
www.kocignatius.org

The Parish has sent out
all 2020 donation statements.
If you have not received yours yet,
please email kcreamer@ignatius.net.
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“Catholic Schools:
Where Faith and Knowledge Meet”
St. Ignatius is foremost a Catholic school
where two, three and four year olds
are given the opportunities to
develop spiritually, socially,
physically and intellectually.
We are dedicated to the goal
of providing developmentally
appropriate programs aimed at the total child.
Open Registration for the 2021-2022
school year has begun.
Interested parents may pick up applications
in the parish office or visit our
Early Childhood Center.
Contact Sharon Nease at (727) 937-5427 or
snease@ignatius.net to schedule a tour.
Stop by the school and see what makes our early
childhood center outstanding!

Wienhusen Catholic
School Scholarships
Scholarships for Catholic Education
are available for St. Ignatius Families.
St. Ignatius will once more be offering the
Wienhusen Scholarships for children
to attend Catholic Grade or High School.
These scholarships can give up to
$3,000 per child per year of tuition support for
Catholic Grade School and up to
$5,000 for Catholic High School.
Please note, if your family received a
Wienhusen Scholarship for the
2020-2021 year,
you still need to apply for a scholarship for
the 2021-2022 school year.
Stop by or call the parish office for new procedures, guidelines and forms access.
All registrations must be completed and
received by FACTS
by April 1st to qualify.

Learn more about and
Keep posted on Events and Changes
in our schools:
ECC Website:
https://www.stignatiusecc.org/
Guardian Angels Website:
https://www.gacsfl.com/

Guardian Angels
A STREAM Certified School
Now enrolling K-Grade 8
Contact Mary Stalzer to schedule
your tour today!
Phone: 727-799-6724 or
email: mstalzer@gacsfl.com
Located at 2270 Evans Road Clearwater, Florida

WIN up to
$20,000 in
CASH
& support CCC
An increasing number of our students are requiring
financial assistance to stay at CCC.
In addition, the added expenses incurred by the
school due to the COVID-19 pandemic have been
significant and include technology support for our
in-class and at-home students and our faculty;
protective equipment including face masks/shields,
desk shields and sanitizing stations; and increased
staffing for added cleaning and sanitization of
school facilities.
To purchase online go to:
https://ccchs.ejoinme.org/wincash
Tickets: $25 each or 5 for $100
Ticket sales end– Saturday, March 27th at 5 p.m.
Drawing is Saturday, March 27th
at Clearwater Central Catholic High School.
1st Prize - $20,000, 2nd Prize - $1,000,
3rd Prize - $500, 4th Prize - $250, 5th Prize - $100

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, February 13

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 14

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Leviticus 13:1-46
1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
Mark 11:40-45

Monday, February 15
Genesis 4:1-25
Mark 8:11-13

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Deceased Members of
the Pellegrino & Fabiano Families
Special Intentions
for the 102 birthday of Alicia Rios

Pray in the Chapel 7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.
+ Patricia Haas
+ Deceased Member of
The Moscehtto & Bousquet Families

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ John Lewis

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.

+ Bessie Ruthius
+ Lindsay Esposito
+ Fred DeMaio
For the People of Our Parish

Thursday, February 18
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Luke 9:22-25

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Flora Kubo
+ Dennis Pavlik

Friday, February 19
Isaiah 58:1-9
Matthew 9:14-15

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Olga Byer
+ Harold Lowe

Saturday, February 20
Isaiah 58:9-14
Luke 5:27-32

9:00 a.m.

+ Robert Ramsdell

Saturday, February 20

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ John & Verna Yankauskas
For All Life,
Conception to Natural Death

Sunday, February 21

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Parish Office &
Early Childhood Center
Closed for President’s Day
Pray in the Chapel 7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.

Pray in the Chapel 7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday,
February 17

Ash Wednesday

Joel 2:12-18
2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2
Matthew 6:1-18

First Sunday of Lent

Genesis 9:8-15
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:12-15

Confessions inside the Church
Reconciliation Rooms
3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

+ Alice Higgins
For the People of Our Parish
+ Deceased Members of
the Cosentino & Dubos Families
+ Emma Fonzo

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, February 16
Genesis 6:5-10
Mark 8:14-21

EVENTS

Ash Wednesday
Pray in the Chapel 7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. Edge Middle School Youth Ministry
Virtual Meeting check website for link
Pray in the Chapel 7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.
Stations of the Cross
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. in the Church
Outside if weather permits
Confessions inside the Church
Pray in the
Chapel 9 a.m.—
2:30 p.m.
Reconciliation
Rooms
3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

Food Drive this Weekend

Special Intentions of Ida Mae Lang
For the People of Our Parish
+ Ken & Mary Williamson
+ Rev. Frank Burshnick

For the safety of everyone in our faith family, all need to wear masks
that cover both their mouth & nose plus,
practice social distancing while inside the Church, Chapel & all buildings.

