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Seeking, Forgiving, Celebrating

| once received a card that had a picture of a bear on the outside with the words,
"The secret of happiness lies deep down within us. If we listen closely we can hear fthat vc
calling out. o6 Then on the inside were|th

Well, chocolate doughnuts might not be the secret of happiness, but the stirring in
the stomach, even if it was a questionable motivation, was sufficient to turn the prodigal
son of today's gospel reading back home. He remembered his former happiness, régrette:
his sins and just wanted some place in his father's home, even if it was as a servant.

It had all gone wrong for the boy, very wrong. It seemed like a smart move tg take
his inheritance and move on with his own life. Never mind that he still had a responsibility
to work the land his father had given him and to support his father. Never mind that the
land was a sacred portion of the family's heritage, not to be sold; the son had his owF life

desires; so he sold it and moved on to what he hoped were greener pastures. He had a w
time, and made a lot of friends, all of whom forgot who he was when the money ranjout.
He found himself in the worst situation of his life. He knew his father wouldn't let him
starve, and he had to admit that he was happier before he left his father. So he took the
difficult step of turning back home. And his homecoming was more than he could eyer
have expected.

When we sin, it is usually because we try to convince ourselves that something,
which we know is wrong, is, in this instance, right. If we have enough courage to admit it,
we soon realize that we are no longer happy. We can't be at war with God and at pgace w
ourselves. We can try, but it won't work. And when we are not at peace with ourselves, w
are overwhelmed with what we perceive is the darkness of others. This is simple transferel
transference of our feelings about ourselves onto others. We are masters of transference.
As a result we have a difficult time seeing beauty, truth and goodness in the world. But
when we can muster up the courage to say to God, "Father, I'm sorry," and realize that Go
responds, "You are forgiven, 06 we become
we still recognize sin in the world, but this negativity takes a back seat to our sense pf the
over whel ming goodness of Godds creatipn.
good confession at college she ran around the campus and had a profound realization of tl
beauty of the world. The joy of having guilt removed is the focus of this Sunday with its ros
vestments, Laetare Sunday.

The Forgiving Father runs out to meet
to finish his little speech. The Father is overwhelmed with joy. The son also felt the joy of
being forgiven and restored to a loving relationship with the Father.

The elder son seems to have cause to be upset. He did the right thing throughout h
life. He worked his portion of the inheritance, his two thirds of the property, for his father.
He suffered through his brother's insulting of the father. There is nothing that gets us
angrier than when someone we love is offended. But he let this anger control him.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

A banquet is thrown, but the elder son refused to enter.
The Father who was offended had forgiven the Prodigal. The
elder son refused to forgive. In scripture a banquet is a way of
expressing the intimate sharing of God's life. The Elder Son

separated himself from the intimacy of his Father's love becaus

he refused to forgive his brother. We separate ourselves from

the intimacy of God's love when we refuse to forgive others wh
have sinned.

We all have battle stories. We have all had people who
have consciously and callously hurt us. I've been offended and

so have you. But if we don't forgive those who have hurt us, we

will be keeping ourselves out of the banquet of God's intimacy.
oFather, you dondt know what
anger to the grave. o Wel |
receive God's forgiveness, we have to give God's forgiveness.
If we don't forgive we will end up standing outside the banquet
griping and grousing, but separating ourselves from God's love
At the conclusion of the parable, only the Elder Son is absent
from the banquet. And he did this to himself.

oOoThis man wel comes sinner
right. He welcomes us and eats with us. He shows us a better
to live, a way to live free from sin. The Parable of the Prodigal

Son, Forgiving Father and Elder Brother is a brilliant depiction ¢
our human condition, our foibles, and the unlimited compassior

that God offers us if we are willing to turn from sin and hatred.

Yours in Christ,

%z,

Our Catholic Relief Services Collection
THIS WEEKEND
supports Catholic Church organizations
that carry out international relief
and solidarity efforts.
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Programs include relief and resettlement for
victims of persecution, war, and natural disast

»
.

development projects to improve living conditions for the poor;
legal and support services for poor immigrants; peace and
reconciliation work for people suffering from violence; and adva
on behalf of the powerless.

Extra envelopes are available on the Courtesy Desk.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Blood Drive

\OOC{ D The Bloodmobile will be here
B\ 7 THIS SUNDAY,
March 6th
from 8 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Please Share A Pint!

Classes & Meetings This Week

Sunday Donuts in the Hall
The Scouts will be offering
Coffee and Donuts after

This Sunday, March
10:00 a.m. Faith Formation Classes in classroc
10:00 a.m. First Communion Parent Megtad{
2:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross Rehearsal

4:30 p.m. Confirmation Sessions in hall & roon
6:00 p.m. Life Night in the hall

This Wednesday, March 9th...
6:30 p.m. Edge Classes in classrooms and he
6:30 p.m. Edge Parent meeting in rooms 2 &

We will host 2 celebrations honoring
OQur Holy Father, Pope
of our Pastor, Fr. Joseph Pellegrino,

asA Chaplain To His Holiness
wi t h

March 18th Dinner at East Lake Woodlands Country Club in Oldsmar

the title of 0 Re

6 p.m. Cocktails 7 p.m. Dinner $30 per person Cash bar Adults 21 and older
Tickets will be sold on a first come first serve basis beginning
THIS SUNDAY, March 6th at 1 p.m. in the Parish Office.
There is very limited seating. 4 ticket limit.

April 24th Reception in the Parish Hall

What does it mean?

bishop to receive this award.

Chaplain to His Holinessis an honor bestowed upodiacesan priest for exceptional servic
to the Church. The priest is now addressed as Monsignor and has certain privileges withjrespect
to ecclesiastical dress and vestments if they ddmz®san priests are nominated by their

In January 2014, Pope Francis announced through the Secretariat of State that a diocegan p
must be at | east 65

Previously, there was no minimum agso, prior to 2014, there were three ranksaofsignori
but the Holy Father

Priests from religious institutes do not receive this title.

12:30 p.niit 2 p.m. Light Refreshments will be served. No RSVP needed. All are welcgme!
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Update your Faith

YT Come join in
Catholicism | with those who are becoming
Catholic as they learn about

Catholicism

and update your faith.

Join us Monday, March 7th at 7:15 p.m.
in our hall as Fr. Brian covers
Prayer & the Our Father.

Knights Fish Fry

Our Knights
of Columbus
will be hosting
a Lenten Fish Fry,
Friday, March 11th
from 4 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.
in the parish hall.

.DAY N/g
R 4’
enien =

Serving fish, fries, scalloped potatoes, colesla
hush puppies, dessert & beverage.

$8 adults & $6 children 12 and under.
Take Out Orders Available!

T.hursday, March 17th
at 11:30 a.m. in the hall.
Lunch will be catered by Angel Cake

Cost is $13 for members$16 for nodmembers.
Please call Barb for reservations af727711.

Save the Dates

Tuesday Evenings, April 5th- May 31st.
We all need a plan for our money.
Financial Peace UniversityFPU) is that plan
It teaches God's ways of handling money.
This plan will show you how to get rid of debt,

Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 13t Spring Forward

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead
1 hour Saturday Night March 12th.

Food Pantry

Thi s Mont hds
will be a week early,
March 12 & 13th.

Place noperishable food items
in the containers in the Church.
suggested items:

CANNED MEATS, FRUIT, VEGETABLES,
MACARONI
LAUNDRY, DISH & BATH SOAP,
TOILETRIES & PAPER TOWELS.
Financial donations welcome.

oOWhatever you
ofyour brothers

do f o
you

W|

Hospital Flowers

. FI ower s é
% distributed this week

= - [~ Flor orth Pinellas
Womenos St Pat r|k rﬁgglcfl ﬁte rs were donated
~ by Joan Shea wishing her daughter,
The V\\//\(zllrplgldnao S Coun Patti, a very Happy Birthday!
St Patrickds [Baymmemoclaé¢ed on

a special occasion or a loved one by donating
flowers distributed at Florida Hospital North.
Call the Caritas Office for more information.

U

manage your money, spend and save wisely
and much more!

Do you feebverwhelmed
andstressedout by life?

Mary haspromised
to helpyou

33 Days to
Morning Glory
Marian ConsecratioroReloaded

Coming April 12

( SPAGHETTI O8 S
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LENT & HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Weekday Mass Times: EASTER DECORATIONS

6:45a.m., 7:30 am., You are invited to share in the
- &9:00 a.m. enhancing of our Church
Stations of the Cross: at Easter time as well as
Every Friday- 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a memorial for your loved ones

-both living and deceased

All adults, ages 18 to 59 must fast

on Good Friday, If you would like to help decorate our Church,
that is, eat only one full meal you may do so by an offering of $5 or more
and not between meals. in memory of a loved one.
All those who are 14 and over must abstaip, Flower envelopes are included in your

that is, not eat meat on all Fridays of Lent} envelope packets and extra envelopes can be fqu

on the courtesy desk in the Church.

by donating towards the purchase of our Decorati

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE

Confession Periods
Holy Monday March 21st: 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Penance Service
Holy Tuesday March 22nd: 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Holy Wednesday March 23rd: 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Palm Sunday Masses
March 19th: 4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
March 20th: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. Life Teen Mass

EASTER TRIDUUM LITURGIES

Holy Thursday March 24th
7:00 p.m. SOLEMN MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
9:00-11:00 p.m. Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
(Fr. John LaTondress Chapel)

Good Friday March 25th
3:00 p.m. Veneration of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross (presented by St. Ignatius Life Teen)

Holy Saturday March 26th
10:00 a.m. Blessing of Easter Food
(please note that Mass is not permitted at 4:00 and 6:30)
8:00 p.m. SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL (fulfills Easter obligation)

Easter Sunday March 31st Masses
7:00 a.m. Church
9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Church and Fr. John LaTondress Chapel
(There is no Life Teen Mass on Easter Sunday)

IONS.

nd




