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Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
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“I am the wheat of God. I must become the pure bread of Christ.”

St. Ignatius of Antioch

The Fear of the Lord
It was the beginning of the sixth century before Christ, about the year 590. The Kingdom
of Judah and its capital Jerusalem were terrified. The Babylonians were on the march. They had
conquered the Assyrians. Tarsus and Damascus to the North had fallen. All of Mesopotamia, the
nations between the Tigris and Euphrates had fallen. Now Jerusalem was threatened. How could
the tiny Kingdom of Judah withstand such a huge enemy? What should the King do? He looked to
his counselors. They told him to consider treaties with their pagan neighbors. This would mean
trusting in the pagans rather than trusting in God. The King looked to God. There was a prophet
in Jerusalem whom he respected, the prophet Jeremiah. The King saw him as someone who knew
the truth and was not afraid to proclaim the truth. Jeremiah told the King that the Babylonians
were agents of God about to punish the Jewish people for adopting pagan ways. The King needed
to lead the people in trusting in God rather than in the pagans.
That is why Jeremiah was hated by the King’s counselors. Today’s first reading, from one of
the sections of the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah referred to as the Confession of Jeremiah, relates how the
King’s counselors were looking for ways by which they could denounce him to the King, condemn
him, even have him killed. Jeremiah is tested. Should he go along with the counselors and preserve
his life? Should he get out of Jerusalem with its deadly politics? Or should he give witness to God
and chance persecution from those gathered around the King. He decided to fear God rather than
be afraid of men.
Fear God. That is a biblical concept that is often misunderstood. It does not mean that we
should be afraid of God. It means that we should respect God, reverence God, and be more
concerned with fulfilling the Law of God than with the way others might respond to us.
In the Gospel reading for this Sunday Jesus says, “Do not let others intimidate you.” He tells
us to keep our priorities straight. He tells us that we should not even be afraid of people who could
kill us. "Do not fear those who deprive the body of life but cannot destroy the soul.” In one of the
most beautiful passages in the New Testament, Jesus says, “Are not two sparrows sold for next to
nothing? Yet not a single sparrow falls to the ground without your Father's consent. As for you,
every hair of your head has been counted; so do not be afraid of anything. You are worth more
than an entire flock of sparrows.”
The Lord also says in that passage, “Fear Him who can throw body and soul into Gehenna.”
This is not a popular concept in our society. We emphasize God’s compassion and mercy, and
this is good, but we tend to refuse to acknowledge His justice. In our own minds we transform
God into an imaginary figure that will not respond to our rejection of His life and laws. So a man
commits adultery, leaves his wife and children, and then says, “God understands.” Well maybe the
god of his imagination might understand, but the real God was present when marriage vows were
made to Him and to his wife. God sees the turmoil the selfish man thrust upon a good wife and
their beautiful children. God’s mercy is always available, but if the man, or if any of us refuse to
acknowledge our sins and seek forgiveness, we are committing the deadly sin of presumption, and,
in effect, denigrating God to a creature of our imagination.
But if we live with a reverence and respect for the Lord, the biblical Fear of the Lord, if we
do all we can to be God-fearing, then we do not have to be afraid of anything. When we live with a
reverence and respect for the Lord, then all those concerns that the media delights in frightening us
with will diminish. Will the coronavirus destroy half the population of the world like the Black
Plague destroyed half the population of Europe? We certainly pray that it will not, but we also
know
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that live or die, what matters is that we belong to the Lord. Will the world end this year? Everything
else seems to be going wrong in 2020, so maybe, but probably not. The end of the world does not
matter as long as we are united to God. Will World War III erupt when we least expect? Maybe,
probably not. But it does not matter as long as we are united to God. Will Hurricane Mojo devastate
the west coast of Florida destroying our homes? Maybe, probably not. But it does not matter as long
as we are united to God. Will people attack us for being Christian? Absolutely. In fact there are many
people in sections of Africa and India that are being attacked for being Christian every day. Will we be
disparaged because we are against abortion, against capital punishment, against euthanasia, against
taking children from their parents? We certainly will be attacked for promoting the totality of respect
life, but disparagement does not matter as long as we are united to God.

We have nothing to fear as long as we fear the Lord. We are a lot more important to our
Loving Father than a flock of sparrows; yet not one sparrow falls to the ground without our heavenly
Father’s concern. How much more does God value those creatures who are made in His image and
likeness? We are worth infinitely more than many sparrows.
The devil has three terrible lies with which he assails us, sometimes directly, sometimes subtly.
The first of the devil’s lies is: You are not good enough. To that God answers, “I have made you good
enough. I became one of you. I died for you; so I could raise you up with me to eternal life.” The
second lie of the devil is: You are alone. God answers, “I am with you always. I know you. I know
every hair on your head. I know what you are going through, Together we can conquer all challenges,
all fear.” The third lie of the devil is one which all liars try to convince others of, that lie is simply: the
other person is lying. In the case of the devil, his third great lie is that God has deceived us. He used
this to great effect in the biblical sages’ story about original sin. The devil told Adam and Eve that
God was deceiving them to keep them from being like God. In our modern times, some people
question that there might be other ways to live than that presented by the Church. To the accusation
that God lies, God answers, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.”
“Fear the Lord and do not be afraid of anything.” the Lord says. You are worth more than
many sparrows.
Yours in Christ,

The Bloodmobile
will be here Sunday, June 21st
from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Please Share A Pint!
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MASS in the Church
Please note Sunday Mass Time Change
for the immediate future:
Saturday - 4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday - 7 a.m., 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. Life Teen

The following procedures must be followed at ALL MASSES:
1-Two marked side doors will be locked from the outside. We have purifying stations setup inside the doors.
2-Parishioners should wear masks to protect others from the virus should they be carrying it even though
they may be asymptomatic.
3-When you enter the Church you will notice that there is no Holy Water. However, you should make the sign
of the cross when entering the Church.
4-Please use the hand sanitizer when you enter Church and when you leave.
5-You will notice that there are collection baskets at the entrances of the church. This is because we cannot
pass the baskets safely. If you are not giving online or mailing in your parish support, please drop your
offering envelopes or any special collection envelopes in the basket at the door either before or after Mass.
The baskets will be merged and presented at the offertory time.
6-You will notice that half the pews are roped off. This is to give adequate social distancing between you and
the people in front of you and behind you. Here is the biggest challenge: you need to sit in a pew that
allows six feet of social distancing between your household and another household.
7-If you arrive late, please only take a place in a pew if there will be six feet of social distancing. Please do not
attempt to sit in the empty spaces which are in fact social distancing spaces between households. If there are
no places available, please remain standing.
8-We may possibly add an overflow Mass. This will be an instant decision depending on the number of people
in the church as Mass begins. Please do not go to the Hall assuming that there will be an overflow Mass.
9-You will notice that the screens are down. We are not able to have missalettes at this time. The music will
be projected onto the screen until the offertory hymn ends. Then the screens will be raised for the Eucharistic
Prayer and Communion.
10-The Sign of Peace has been eliminated as well as Communion under the form of the Precious Blood.
11-When you come to Communion, please stay six feet behind the person in front of you. Two of the tiles
on the floor present an adequate distance.
12-Please receive Communion by hand. If you are adamant about receiving Communion on the tongue, then
please wait to the end of the Communion line.
13-When you exit Church, please leave adequate room for social distancing between your household and other
households.
14-The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in place. Parishioners older than
75 or with any serious physical condition should consider remaining home. Parishioners who are not
comfortable with returning to Church at this time out of fear of contracting the virus should remain home.
As long as the dispensation is in place, Msgr Pellegrino and Fr. Bell will continue to post taped Masses.
However, parishioners should realize that a taped Mass is not the same as attending a live Mass and receiving
communion.
15-Regarding confessions, since we still cannot safely use the reconciliation rooms, one priest will be available
for confession outdoors at a very strict time of 3 pm to 3:45 pm. In case of rain, the priest will be hearing
confessions in the chapel. The priest must be in the Church at 3:45 to prepare for Mass. There will not be
confessions in the evening after the 6:30 pm Mass.
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Those who are ill, elderly or have underlying health conditions
are urged to stay home.
A dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass
is still in effect and will be until further notice.

Saturday Confessions held under the Canopy
at the Chapel DoorsBeginning at 3 p.m. and must end at 3:45

Daily Masses
Monday—Friday at 7 a.m. & 9 a.m.
& Saturday at 9 a.m. in the Church.

Come & Pray in the Chapel…
Monday – Friday from 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday from 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

And…
Sunday Baptisms are now being scheduled.
Please call the Parish Office.
All other Parish Events are postponed until further notice.
The Parish Office is open
Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Call 727-937-4050
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of our dearly departed,
especially for
ALL WHO HAVE DIED FROM CORONAVIRUS
and DOLORES BONFESSUTO, PHYLLIS COSENZA,
PATRICIA MORRIS and REV. ROBERT VELTEN
and for all those we hold in our hearts who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.
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This week’s Altar Flowers were donated
in loving memory of Mariann Wescott
By Richard Wescott
Please note there is no June Food Drive in the Church.
A Food Pantry Donation Basket is available for drop offs
in the Chapel during weekday prayer time…7 a.m.—3 p.m.

Hurricane Season is Here! Be Prepared!
Please take note of our hurricane procedures.
Mass will not be celebrated if the government restricts travel to
emergency vehicles and/or orders an evacuation of the Tarpon Springs
area.
Eucharistic Ministers will not distribute communion to the homebound or hospitals.

Last week, every parishioner should have received an
‘Update Postcard’.
If you did not, then we may not have your correct address.
Please call Katherine in the Parish Office at 727-937-4050.
St. Ignatius Parish will continue to utilize
communication means implemented during the last few months
to keep everyone informed of changes.
Please connect to one or all to stay informed!
with FlockNote: text IgnatiusUpdates to 84576 and register
our Website: www.st.ignatius.net
Our Facebook page: Facebook.com/stiggys/
On Instagram: st_ignatius_tarpon
On your phone with myparishapp: simply text APP to 88202
On YouTube.com/stignatiustarponsprings

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, June 20

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, June 21
Twelfth Sunday
of Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 20:10-13
Romans 5:12-15
Matthew 10:26-33

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Monday, June 22
St Paulinus of Nola,
St. John Fisher &
St. Thomas More
2 Kings 17:5-18
Matthew 7:1-5

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, June 23
2 Kings 19:9-36
Matthew 7:6-14

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

EVENTS

+ Shirley Wright
+ Salvatore DeMasi
+ William Krimmel
People of Our Parish
+ Richard Knox
+ Thomas Goldsworthy

+ Ed & Patti MacDonald
Special Intentions of Catherine Carelas

Bloodmobile
8 a.m.—12 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall

Pray in the Chapel
7:30 a.m.— 3 p.m.

+ Diane L. Hanna
+ Aris Mixon
+ Ronald Colletti

Pray in the Chapel
7:30 a.m.— 3 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ Donald Creamer

Pray in the Chapel
7:30 a.m.— 3 p.m.

Thursday, June 25
2 Kings 24:8-17
Matthew 7:21-29

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ James Saunders
+ Fr. Kevin Scallon

Friday, June 26
2 Kings 25:1-12
Matthew 8:1-4

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Maria Gray
+ Gilbert, Brian & Charlye Westerhof

Wednesday, June 24
Nativity of St. John
the Baptist
Isiah 49:1-6, Acts 13:22-26
Luke 1:57-80

Saturday, June 27
St. Cyril of Alexandria
Lam 2:2-19
Matthew 8:5-17

7:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

+ Sue Zappavigna

Pray in the Chapel
7:30 a.m.— 3 p.m.
6:30 p.m. Edge in the hall
Pray in the Chapel
7:30 a.m.— 3 p.m.

Pray in the Chapel
9 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.
Confessions outside the Chapel
3 p.m. — 4 p.m.

Saturday, June 27

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, June 28
Thirteenth Sunday
of Ordinary Time
2 Kings 4:8-16
Romans 6:3-11
Matthew 10:37-42

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Margaret Pancotto
+ Reynaldo G. Garcia

+ Ned Jaroszewski
People of Our Parish
Special Intentions
of Hans Juergen Schink
+ Vincent & Astronica Samala

7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions
or for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

