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What is Lent all about?

Lent/Easter
2015
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Ash Wednesday
marks the beginning of the
season of Lent. It is a season of penance, reflection,
and fasting which prepares
us the Christ’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday.
The three traditional pillars
of Lenten observance are
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

The Church asks us
to surrender ourselves to
prayer and to the reading
of Scripture, to fasting and
to giving alms. The fasting
that all do together on Fridays is but a sign of the
daily Lenten discipline of
individuals and households: fasting for certain
periods of time, fasting
from certain foods, but also fasting from other
things and activities. Likewise the giving of alms is
some effort to share this
world equally—not only
through the distribution of

money, but through the
sharing of our time and
talents.
In Lent, the baptized are called to renew
their baptismal commitment as others prepare to
be baptized through the
Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults, a period of
learning and discernment
for individuals who have
declared their desire to become Catholics.
The key to fruitful
observance of these practices is to recognize their
link to baptismal renewal.
We are called not just to
abstain from sin during
Lent, but to true conversion of our hearts and
minds as followers of
Christ. We recall those
waters in which we were
baptized into Christ’s
death, died to sin and evil,
and began new life in
Christ.

Catholics are also
encouraged to make going
to confession a significant
spiritual part of their lives
during Lent. The U.S.
Bishops’ statement,
“God’s Gift of Forgiveness: The Pastoral
Exhortation on the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation” is available
online at www.usccb.org.
The Archdiocese of Omaha participates in “The
Light is On” program to
provide the sacrament of
confession often for Catholics and we are encouraged to participate in the
sacrament especially during Lent. See the separate
article about “The Light is
On” program.
~for additional information visit the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops website at
www.usccb.org and Catholic Online website at
www.catholic.org.

RCIA—The Final Weeks
The upcoming
weeks will be filled with
numerous events intermingled with the final sessions
of exploring the Catholic
faith for the RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation of
Adults) Candidates. This
year, one person (our Catechumen) will be baptized
and be received into the
Church, and four Candidates
(those already baptized) will
make their profession of
faith and be received into
the Church at the Easter
Vigil or Holy Saturday.
Much of the Catholic faith has already been
presented and discussed and
in these upcoming weeks,
the final sessions will focus
on the Ten Commandments.
There is so much more to
the Commandments than
meets the eye and each
commandment will be explored in detail. With these
final sessions, the Candidates will have received an
overall view of our Catholic
beliefs and practices which
they are deciding to make
their own.

~By Paul & Lorrie Reed

reception into the Church
takes place.
Symbolism
surrounds them as the
Mass progresses. We begin
with the lighting of the new
fire and the light being
shared with each person
present. The readings taken from the Old and New
Testament trace their own
journey of the past months.
The Catechumens are baptized, Candidates and Catechumens make their profession of faith, receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation
and are fully received into
the Church.
Their first
reception of Eucharist follows. As all the congregation celebrates in themselves the joy of Christ’s
Resurrection, we celebrate
in a new way the resurrection that has taken place in
the lives of each of the CatIn the weeks that echumens and Candidates
follow, additional rituals now one with us in the
will be celebrated.
The Catholic faith.
Rites of Scrutiny take place
Please continue to
on the third, fourth and fifth
Sundays of Lent. At these pray for our catechumen
Rites, the faith community and candidates during these
prays for the Catechumens final weeks and plan to celeand Candidates to be freed brate with them as they refrom anything that would ceive the sacraments of bapkeep them from making tism, confirmation and eutheir final decision to follow charist at the Easter Vigil.
Christ through the Catholic
faith. Each Rite centers
around a specific theme and
the readings are specially
chosen for their symbolism
of water, light, and resurrection.
Election ceremony centers
around the theme that each
of them has been specially
“elected” or “chosen” by
God to follow Him. It has
been God’s Action, God’s
Choosing,
and
God’s
Grace that has br ought
them to this important moment in their conversion
process and the Catechumens and Candidates are
asked to publicly state their
decision at this time to become Catholic.

Rituals or Rites, as
they are called, are interspersed in these final weeks.
On February 22 the “Rite of
Sending” will take place at
the 9:30 Mass. With this
Rite, we as a faith community “send” the Candidates
and Catechumens forth with
our prayers and support to
The weeks and
be presented at the Cathedral that evening to Arch- months of preparation
bishop George Lucas at the reach their climax at the
“Rite of Election”.
The Easter Vigil as Baptism and
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RCIA Schedule
Feb. 22-9:30am
Rite of Sending
March 8-9:30am
First Scrutiny

March 15-9:30am
Second Scrutiny

March 22-9:30am
Third Scrutiny

April 4—8:00pm
Easter Vigil
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Knights of Columbus Fish Dinners

Fish Dinners
February 27,
March 13,
March 27
5:00-7:30pm
STM social
hall

Stations of the
Cross
Feb. 25,
March 4,
March 11,
March 18,
March 25
2:15 pm
Feb. 20,
Feb. 27,
March 6,
March 13,
March 20,
March 27
6:30 pm
April 3
3:00 pm
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The St. Thomas
More Knights of Columbus
served their first fish dinner
on February 25, 1994. Now
we are getting ready for our
22nd year. Over the course
of the past 21 years we have
served nearly 34,000 dinners. As has been the case
from the beginning these
dinners include macaroni
and cheese as either an entrée (instead of the fish) or
as a side dish (with the
fish). A salad bar with
slaw, pasta salad and jello
enhances the meal. And, of
course, coffee, tea, or juice
is included as well. The
cost of the meals are a two
piece dinner for $8.00, a
one piece dinner for $6.00,
and a macaroni and cheese
dinner for $4.00. In these

dinners we team up with the
Ladies Guild/WINGS to
provide some delicious desserts and with the Men’s
Club to provide beer and
pickles. For added enjoyment you can also try your
luck on our meat raffle.

February 27, March 13 and
March 27 in the STM Social Hall from 5:00 PM to
7:30 PM.
These dinners are
the primary source of our
financial resources that we
use to benefit our church,
school and community. We
deeply appreciate all those
who help with these dinners
and of course all those who
come and dine with us. We
hope to see you on February
27 as we kick off our 22nd
season.

These dinners are
served on the second, fourth ~By Greg Burrows
and sixth Fridays of Lent.
We alternate with Our Lady
of Lourdes who serve their
fish dinners on the first,
third and fifth Fridays. This
year our dinners will be on

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the
Cross began as the practice
of pious pilgrims to Jerusalem who would retrace the
final journey of Jesus Christ
to Calvary. Later, for the
many who wanted to pass
along the same route, but
could not make the trip to
Jerusalem, a practice developed that eventually took
the form of the fourteen stations currently found in almost every church.

The Stations of the
Cross are synonymous with
Lent, Holy Week, and especially Good Friday. This
devotion is also know as the
“Way of the Cross”, the
“Via Crucis”, and the Via
Dolorosa”. It commemorates 14 key events on the
day of Christ’s crucifixion
(His final walk through the
streets of Jerusalem carrying the Cross). The Stations
of the Cross can be prayed
privately anytime.
Here at St. Thomas
More we offer several times
during Lent to publicly pray
the stations of the cross
with your fellow Catholics.
We pray them on Wednes-

days at 2:15pm with the
school children. (February
25, March 4, 11, 18, & 25).
We pray them on Fridays at
6:30pm (February 20 & 27,
March 6, 13, 20, & 27). We
also pray them at 3:00pm
on Good Friday, April 3rd.
~More information is available on www.usccb.org and
www.ourcathloicfaith.org.

Parishioner

What is the Triduum?

Palm Sunday
March 29
Regular Weekend
Mass schedule
Palm Sunday procession at 9:30 am Mass
Holy Thursday
April 2
7:00 pm
Good Friday
April 3
7:00 pm
Easter Vigil
April 4
8:00 pm
Easter Sunday
April 5
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am

The Triduum (Latin
for “three days”) commemorates the essential elements of our salvation:
Christ’s sacrifice, his burial, and his resurrection.
Each “day” begins in the
evening as was the custom
in biblical times.
The Triduum observance begins Holy
Thursday evening with
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. During this liturgy we
have the Washing of the
Feet which recalls Christ’s
example of loving service.
As a whole, the liturgy cel-

ebrates Christ’s love for us
made manifest in the Eucharist and in the sacrifice
at Calvary.
The following day,
Good Friday, is a day of
fast and abstinence from
meat, and features the Adoration of the Cross in a solemn liturgy focused on
Christ’s death and burial.
This solemnity carries
through Holy Saturday on
which the Church silently
prepares for the Easter Vigil celebration
which takes place
in the evening.

The Pope’s Pulse
“Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church . . . God’s people,
then, need this interior renewal, lest we become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves. To further this renewal, I would like to propose for our reflection three biblical texts.
1. ‘If one member suffers, all suffer together’ (1Cor 12:26) - The Church . . .
2. ‘Where is your brother?’ (Gen 4:9) - Parishes and Communities . . .
3. ‘Make your hearts firm!’ (James 5:8) - Individual Christians . . .
During this Lent . . . it is my prayerful hope that this Lent will prove spiritually fruitful
for each believer and every ecclesial community. I ask all of you to pray for me. May
the Lord bless you and Our Lady keep you.”
~from Pope Francis’ message for Lent, 2015. The full text is available on
w2.vatican.va

Baptisms
Cassius Timothy McAndrews
Harper Charlee Janda
Anthony John Thomas
Jerry Christopher Swenson III
Jaydn Bree Swenson
Colton Thomas Rains
Christian Gregory Rains
Eve Elizabeth Pierce
Estella Korrine Pierce
Calix Terrell Pierce
Erika Elizabeth O’Connor
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The Easter Vigil
begins with the blessing of
the new fire and the light
ceremony, recounting our
salvation history in an extended Liturgy of the Word,
culminating in baptism and/
or the renewal of our baptismal promises. The Vigil
continues with the Liturgy
of the Eucharist that unleashes our Easter joy for
the next 50 days of the
Easter season.

Chloe Grace O’Connor
Jordan Tyler Lynch
Kaden Michael Campos
Allison May Bruner
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25th Anniversary for Perpetual Adoration
On January 18th we
had our annual Day Captains and Lieutenants meeting for Eucharistic Adoration at St. Thomas More.
On February 17th we mark
twenty five years of perpetual adoration here at St.
Thomas More and we celebrated with the STM community by having a Donut
Sunday after all the Masses
on February 8th.
Our annual recruit-

ment weekend is February
21st & 22nd, the First Sunday of Lent. Please accept
an open hour or any hour

convenient for you. We
welcome two new adorers,
Holly Wheeler and Margo
Juarez. St. Anthony of Padua stated “If we ask for
Love, then the same Father
who is Love will give us
that which He is, Love!”
That Love is closest to us in
the tabernacle waiting for
us.
~By Mary Beth McKee

Pro Life Activities at St. Thomas More
About 4000 people
braved the snow and cold
for the Walk for Life in Lincoln on Saturday, January
31. We heard pro-life political speakers, then walked
to the UNL student Union
for a talk from Mario St.
Francis, who was not satisfied with his
success as a
former actor
and model and
turned to
Christ instead.
Deacon Wolbach

assisted at the Holy Hour
for Life on the anniversary
of Roe vs Wade, Thursday,
January 22 at 7pm in the
Church with 20 prayer warriors present. Forty two
years of legal abortion is
forty two years too many.
We can help to stop abor-

tion through prayer. There
are many opportunities to
pray. You can participate in
the 40 days for life during
Lent. Check the bulletin for
St. Thomas More parish’s
day to pray at Carhart’s
abortion mill. Also, every
Sunday at 6pm, we pray for
half an hour in the Church.
We will have another Prolife holy hour on Wednesday, March 25, the Feast of
the Annunciation at 7pm in
the Church.

Perpetual
Adoration
Feb. 17
25th Anniversary at STM
Feb. 21 & 22
Recruitment
Weekend

Pro Life
Holy Hour
March 25
7:00 pm
The Annunciation of the Lord

~By Connie Johnson

The Light is On
This Lent, Catholics
in the Archdiocese of Omaha, especially those who
have been away from the
church or the sacrament, are
invited to experience God’s
mercy and forgiveness
through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.
Catholic churches in
the Archdiocese of Omaha
will be open on Thursday
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evenings during Lent for
confessions and quiet prayer. St. Thomas More will
be open from 5:30 to
7:00pm on February 26,
March 5, 12, 19, and 26.
You can learn more
about The Light is On program at
www.thelightisonomaha.org
as well as obtain other resource on how to make a

good confession. In the
spirit of Lent, the Light is
On for you. Take advantage and celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Thursdays
February 26
March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26
5:30—7:00 pm

Parishioner

Junior Legion of Mary First Anniversary

March 7, 2015,
marks the first anniversary
of the Jr. Legion of Mary at
St. Thomas More. We have
15 members who come at
3:20pm on Fridays to pray
and grow in holiness. The
students report on the works
they do each week. This
helps the students to grow
closer to Christ. We recently elected 2 students to become officers. Chris Rodriguez is the Secretary, and
Brett Brodin is the treasurer.
The Catholic Voice,

dated January 23, had an
article about the Jr. Legion
of Mary in Omaha. and St.
Thomas More was mentioned. The article mentioned that we continue
faith formation that begins
at home and in the Catholic
classrooms. We encourage
parents to come to the meetings and even to become
leaders, since they are the
children’s primary teachers.
We also invite all
the Jr. Legion of Mary students, the parents, auxiliary
members, and the whole
parish to come to the Acies
celebration, which will be
held on Sunday, March 29,
at 3pm at St. Margaret Mary
Church. The Acies is a celebration once a year that
reminds us that we are devoted to Mary. We bring

our banner, with the name
of the Legion of Mary on it.
The students, with their donations, paid for the special
banner of the Jr. Legion of
Mary under the title of
Mary, Most Beloved Mother, which will be carried in
procession at the Acies celebration. The Acies is similar to the weekly meetings,
but with more of a celebration of the love and devotion we have for our
Blessed Mother.
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ing to one's needs, but eating solid foods between
meals is not permitted.

Legion of Mary
Acies
Celebration
March 29
3:00 pm
St. Margaret
Mary Church

~By Connie Johnson

Lenten Regulations on Fast and Abstinence
Ash Wednesday
marks the beginning of
Lent. The following fasting
and abstinence regulations
are observed:
Abstinence from
meat is observed on Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday,
and all the Fridays of Lent
by all Catholics 14 years of
age and older.
Fasting is observed
on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age
but not yet 59 years of age.
Those bound by this rule
may take only one full
meal. Two smaller meals
are permitted as necessary
to maintain strength accord-

Junior Legion
of Mary
1st Anniversary
March 7

days, the Church has urged
the baptized and the catechumens to observe the
threefold discipline of fasting, almsgiving, and prayer
as a preparation for the celebration of Easter. Failure
to observe individual days
of penance is not considered
serious, but failure to obThe special Paschal serve any penitential days at
fast and abstinence are ob- all or a substantial number
served on Good Friday and, of such days must be conwhere possible, on Holy
sidered serious.
Saturday. On these days,
During Lent, the
Christians prepare themChurch encourages attendselves by these disciplines ance at daily Mass, selfin anticipation of the renew- imposed times of fasting,
al of their baptismal comand generosity to local, namitment on Easter.
tional, and worldwide proFrom its earliest
grams of sharing.

March 14
More di Gras
6:00 pm
cocktails/silent
auction
7:00 pm dinner/
oral auction
9:00 pm dance
April 18
Confirmation
5:00 pm
May 3
First Communion
11:30 am
May 17
8th Grade
Graduation
11:30 am
June 14
Parish Festival
August 8
Golf Outing

Parishioner

Divine Mercy Sunday
Sunday, April 12
Confessions
beginning at
12:30 pm
Rosary-1:00 pm
Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
2:30 pm
Followed by
Procession and
solemn Mass

We are again
publishing the
Parishioner at
the Parish Office
with a new look
and type of content. It will be
published four
times a year to
coincide with the
Liturgical seasons of the
church. It will be
published at Advent/Christmas,
Lent/Easter, Ordinary Time I
(until the Feast of
the Assumption),
and Ordinary
Time II
(Assumption until
the end of the
liturgical year).
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In 1931, Jesus appeared to St.
Faustina and said it was His desire to have
the Feast of Divine Mercy celebrated on
the first Sunday after Easter. Jesus said,
“My daughter, tell the whole world about
My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the
Feast of Mercy be a refuge and a shelter
for all souls, especially for poor sinners.
The soul that will go to confession and
receive Holy Communion will obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.”

Lent and up to 20 days after Divine Mercy
as long as you are in the state of grace, and
you will get the promise of complete forgiveness.
*Receive Holy Communion on the Feast
of Divine Mercy
*Have complete trust in Jesus and venerate the image (show some act of respect to
the image of Divine Mercy)
*Do a work of mercy on that day
We will have confession immediately following the 11:30am Mass, rosary
at 1:00pm, Chaplet of Divine Mercy at
2:30pm, followed by Procession and solemn Mass.
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is
also prayed every weekday by the adorers
at 3:00pm. Also, we have a shrine in the
back of church where people can go to
pray in front of the large Icon of Divine
Mercy with Divine Mercy information.
~By Connie Johnson

St. Thomas More started celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday on April 22,
2001 and has continued to celebrate this
Feast every year. To observe the Feast of
Mercy, we should:
*Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after
Easter
*Repent and go to Confession, preferably
before that Sunday. (IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO GO ON THAT DAY. The
lines are usually very long.) According to
the authorities in Stockbridge Massachusetts, where the official Divine Mercy
Shrine is, you may go to confession during
Parishioner

St. Thomas More Parish & Education Memorial Endowments
In Memory of Joe Augusta
Edie Winkelmann
In Memory of John Belsky,Sr.
Mary Siedlik
John Fuqua & family
Rita Seminara & family
In Memory of John Benak
Pat Riza
In Memory of Frank Bianchi
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kros
In Memory of Eileen Bohls
John & Marie Bohls
In Memory of Lori Budd
Kathy & John Coniglio
In Memory of Janet Cap
Nancy L. Beaver
In Memory of Lillian Carroll
Ruth Beers
In Memory of William Carroll
Ruth Beers
In Memory of Primo G. Ceschia
Jack & Marie Overfelt
In Memory of Frank Dufek
Jim & Arlene Paladino
Jim, Sharon, & Kim Payne
Margaret Coniglio
In Memory of Donald Dworak
Larry & Dona Hoskinson
John & Marie Bohls
Greg Burrows
Eddie Galas
In Memory of Harry Evans
Bob & Jeanne Maher
In Memory of Michael Farber
Ruth Beers
In Memory of Sr. Mary Jude
Graham, RSM
Larry, Loretta, & John Houlton
In Memory of Virginia
Graniewski
Dorothy Dropinski
Patricia Ball
In Memory of Raymond C.
Grant
Francis & Rose Anne Rozmarin
In Memory of Aeden Griffis
Greg Burrows
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In Memory of Francie Hottovy
Edith (Hraban) Winkelmann
In Memory of Donald Jaksich
Ann & Joe Benes
In Memory of Jack Landen
John & Katherine Coniglio
In Memory of Helen Mapes
Bob & Jeanne Maher
Larry, Loretta, & John Houlton
In Memory of Michael McMahon
Francis & Rose Anne Rozmarin
In Memory of Rose Marie Menzel
Dave & Amy Wendt (Catholic
Engaged Encounter)
In Memory of Erma Molacek
Larry, Loretta, & John Houlton
In Memory of James Molacek
Larry, Loretta, & John Houlton
In Memory of Donna NebelMaliszewski
Mary Ann Lane
Mark & Carol Zuroske
In Memory of Angela & Nicholas Mosites
Russ & Connie Johnson
In Memory of Anthony Nykiel
Margaret Coniglio
In Memory of Denise Owens
Mr. & Mrs. Dae Bouckaert
In Memory of Jeanne A. Peters
Bob & Maureen Bourne
George & Marsha Gunia
In Memory of Jean Pisci
Barb Jarnecic
Subby & Jean Macca
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kros
In Memory of Peter Paul Rigatuso
Don, Pat, Lisa, & Shane Ball
In Memory of Mary Rudol
Bob & Margie Hladik
In Memory of Vivian I. Schmitz
Subby & Jean Macca
In Memory of Pat Secord
Pat Riza
In Memory of Kevin Sedlacek
Fred & Mary Brich

Dorothy Dropinski
Mary Beth McKee
Jim & Patsy Neu
John & Lynn Sedlacek
Ron & Kathy Wilson
Joe & Teresa Sedlacek
Jerry & Barbara Sedlacek
Mr. & Mrs.Edward Kros
In Memory of Cherie Shannon
Bob & Judy Wichert
In Memory of Robert Smejkal
John & Marie Bohls
In Memory of Yvonne A.
Stahmer
Paul & Colleen Stolinski
In Memory of Terry Stilmock
Larry & Loretta Houlton
Matt & Mimi Maher
Mary Ann Kramolisch
Bob & Jeanne Maher
Frances Paskach
Joe & Ann Benes
In Memory of Nola Vaccaro
Pat Vrchlavsky
Jack & Betty Pfeffer
Eddie Galas
Ross Pisci
In Memory of Barbara Van
Wynsberghe
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Kros
In Memory of Rosemary
Widhalm
Sharon Patterson
Dee Leuck
Helen Gloeb
Louis & Donna Sobczyk
Mary Hunt
Lee Weis
Denis & Marian Weis
In Memory of Darlene Winship
Bob & Jeanne Maher
In Memory of Phyllis Young
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Kros
In Memory of Gary Zadina
Matt & Mimi Maher
Arlene & Jim Paladino
Charles & Mary Lou Janousek
In Memory of Leonard Zeik
Joe & Ann Benes
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