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I was thirsty & you gave me to drink

2%

- That’s how much of the
world’s water is fresh.
How many people in
the world don’t have fresh water to
drink? The 5th Graders of St. Anthony
School in Dubuque, Iowa, recently read
a novel called, A Long Walk to Water by
Linda Sue Parks.
The story takes place in Sudan. It
is the biography of Salva who becomes
one of the “lost boys” due to the war(s)
taking place in his home village.
It is also the dual story of Nya, who
is 23 years younger than Salva. Her
struggle focuses on walking 4 hours
back and forth twice a day to get water
at the community water hole.
Salva ends up with an opportunity
to come to America after losing his
family and many journeys through the
deserts of Africa. After he receives his
education, he figures out a way to give
back to his homeland of Sudan. He
goes back to drill wells and improve
the water supplies for many different
villages including those who were at
war against his village. He sees this as
a way to become a peacemaker within
all of Africa.
As a result of reading this book,
5th graders realized how lucky they
are in a number of ways: having fresh
water whenever they want; not being
in war-torn countries; having parents
and a loving family to go home to
everyday; living in the United States
and especially Iowa where fresh
water is plentiful; having easy access
to medical doctors and hospitals; and
being able to go to school instead of
walking 8 hours day to get water.
At the end of the story, Salva Dut
thanks people who have helped his
dream of “Water for Sudan” become

a reality. The students googled his
cause to find out more information.
They discovered that he raises money
through many schools so that more
wells can be drilled. As a way to
impact the world and live out one of
the Corporal Works of Mercy to “give
drink to the thirsty,” the 5th graders
decided that this was something
they wanted to become involved in.
Together as a class, they are committed
to raising $1,000 by April 1st known as
“The Iron Giraffe Challenge.”
“That’s why we want to help
this cause, ‘Water for South Sudan,’
because we would like to raise money
for people who don’t have fresh water,”
said Kai McGraw, a spokesperson for
the 5th graders.
“In the ‘Iron Giraffe Challenge’
the goal is for each school is to raise a
minimum of $1,000. We realized how

lucky we are here in Dubuque. We
have good clean water whenever we
want it,” said McGraw, “so this is our
way to give back and thank God for
His blessings.”
The 5th graders have brainstormed
ideas to raise money for the project.
Their plan includes making and selling
cake ball gift boxes in December;
selling crafts and hot chocolate during
January; taking charge of the campus
Lenten garage sale during February;
and having a system-wide Trivia night
for 5th graders in March.
“With each activity, we hope to
raise $250 dollars or more,” said Nolan
Berendes, a member of the class. “We
hope to get $1,000.”
If they do, a visit from Salva or the
author, or a 20-minute skype call with
Salva Dut might be the prize. “That
would be awesome,” said Berendes.
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Haiti update

When I was sick, you cared for my needs
Sept. 10-16, 2015, St. Anthony’s hosted the new pastor
of St. Montfort Parish, Fr. Rebert Beldorin and parishioners,
Madam Germaine Wroy and Maglorie Petit.
Their visit was part of a 27-year relationship of the two
parishes as part of the Parish Twinning Program of the
Americas.
They appreciated the reception offered by Fr. Rosonke
and St. Anthony parishioners. They also visited St. Paul the
Apostle Parish in Grand Rapids, MI, a parish that has also
helped the people of St. Montfort in Port-de-Paix, Haiti for a
number of years.
In recent years, St. Montfort has wanted to build a
medical clinic to provide basic healthcare for the people of St.
Montfort and the surrounding area. The St. Anthony Haiti
Committee had set aside money from memorials and private
donations totaling nearly $25,000 toward construction of a
clinic. However, another source of funds did not materialize
and the plans were put on hold.
In February 2015, representatives from St. Anthony and
St. Paul the Apostle parishes traveled to Haiti to meet with
the new pastor and the St. Montfort Parish Committee. They
talked about the goals of the parish. It was agreed that St.
Anthony Parish would focus on helping with a medical
clinic, while St. Paul the Apostle would deal with problems
at the three schools in the St. Montfort System.
The decision was made to renovate an existing building
currently used as the dispensary. The building was in
terrible condition.
Fr. Rebert wasted no time in providing us with a plan
and cost estimates for the building renovation. Besides the
renovation, plans were made for a pharmacy, recruitment of
a physician and upgrading the education of the three “nurse
assistants” who work at the dispensary. The renovation was
completed in July costing $14,231 US. Additional funds have
been sent for the initial stocking of the pharmacy.
During his visit to Dubuque, Fr. Rebert reported that
Dr. Perguad Jean Gilles has been recruited to provide
coverage at the newly renovated clinic two days a week
with the possibility of expanded hours and days as needed.
The medical staff is providing services such as identifying
underweight and hungry children in the schools and
educating parents about basic nutrition.
The Clinic opened on Sept. 1. The first few weeks
averaged 60 scheduled patents with the nurse assistants
seeing walk-ins and making visits to the school. A fee of $1
is charged per visit plus the cost of dispensed medications
(subject to the patent’s ability to pay).
Future plans include recruiting a licensed nurse,
medical coverage of the two chapel schools in the system
and a mobile unit to visit other chapels in the countryside.
A small lab is also needed (estimated cost: $1,000).
The goal of the St. Anthony Haiti Committee is to
provide support to the clinic in the coming months until it

Fr. Rebert with the medical team at St. Montfort including Dr.
Pergaud Jean Gilles and the nurse assistants. Thanks to help
from St. Anthony’s parish, the people of St. Montfort now have
more convenient access to medical care.

Fr. Rebert Beldorin with Fr. Steve Rosanke, the present St.
Anthony pastor, and Fr. Gene Kutsch and Fr. Dan Knepper, the
past two pastors of St. Anthony’s. Fr. Steve is thinking of visiting
Haiti in the Spring. Fr. Gene Kutsch began the twinning program
in 1988 and has visited St. Montfort. Fr. Dan Knepper was a
strong supporter of the twinning program and he also visited St.
Montfort.

can become a self-sustaining medical clinic that provides
healthcare for the Haitian people into the future. This
currently necessitates help with salaries of the medical staff
and assistance with maintaining an adequate inventory in
the pharmacy.
The Haiti Committee enjoyed the visit of our friends
from Haiti. We are pleased with the open communication
with the new pastor and the Parish Committee. We
appreciate collaborating with St. Paul the Apostle Parish in
providing health care and better facilities at our twin parish
and its chapels. We trust in God’s continuing mercy as we
strive to be in active solidarity with our Haitian brothers
and sisters.
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Haiti pastor thanks St. Anthony’s,
urges us to carry our crosses
The following homily was given by Fr. Rebert Beldorin,
the new pastor at St. Mondfort Parish in PortDe Paix, when
he visited St. Anthony’s in September.
Who is this Priest?
SUNDAY, SEPT. 13TH, 2015, 24th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME, YEAR “B”
		 First Reading: Isaiah 50:59
		 Second James: 2:1418
		 Gospel Mark: 8:2735
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
May the peace and the love of our Lord Jesus
Christ be always yours!
In last Sunday’s gospel, while Jesus was doing the
work of the Father, the people brought to Him a man
with a speech impediment and begged Him to lay
his hand on him. After his divine intervention, Jesus
brought the man back to his community.
After this miracle, the people said: “He has done
all things well. He makes the deaf hear and the mute
speak.”
Jesus is the invisible God who knows everything
about us: He knows when we stand, when we sit and
when we walk; whatsoever we do, He has control over
it.
Today’s gospel (Mark: 8:27-35) points out Jesus’
remark to his disciples regarding the miracle he has
done for the deaf man: “Who do the people say that I
am?”
Some of you might ask the same question: “Who is
this Priest”?
Briefly, I am Fr. Rebert Beldorin, the new Pastor at
Saint Montfort Parish in PortDePaix, which you are
helping. I was ordained to the priesthood on May 3,
2010.
Thanks for your prayers, your compassion, your
time and talent that make a big difference in the lives
of my parishioners. These are the ways that you help
to build up the Kingdom of God on earth; they are
your answer to the question of Jesus: Who do you say
that I am?
Peter’s faith allows him to say that Jesus is the
Messiah. A long time ago, 20 years, you began to say
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who Jesus is at St. Montfort when you shared your
faith, your money, your food, your medicine, your
nurses, and your knowledge with the poor people at
St Montfort.
Jesus asks his disciples: Who do the people say
that I am? The same question is addressed to each
one of us here this morning, as an examination of
conscience, which allows us to enter within ourselves
in order to see who Jesus is for me as Father Rebert
and who Jesus is for you as His people.
If you are able to answer this question the same
way Peter answered Jesus, you are not far from the
Kingdom of God, which is our goal.
Talking about the Kingdom of God, I have the
privilege to thank God for the gift of yourselves to the
people of God.
My brothers and sisters, Jesus says in the Gospel
of Matthew: Whatsoever you do to the least of my
brothers, you do it to me” (Mt.25: 45…). I cannot repay
you for what you are doing for us; my prayer is my
gratitude to you.
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”
Louis Marie Grignon de Montfort, our founder,
said: “If Christians only knew the value of the Cross,
they would walk miles to find it; for in the Beloved
Cross is the true wisdom.”
The Cross is the condition sine quo non for our
salvation. That is why Jesus tells us today, “Take up
his cross and follow him.”
There is no Christianity without the Cross. If you
say you are Christian and refuse to carry your cross,
you are not true to Jesus.
The crosses could come in different sizes in our
lives: huge ones, big ones, small ones: each one has a
cross to carry in life.
If Jesus gives it to you, he will give you the
strength to carry it. Don’t be afraid to follow him,
He’ll stay with us every time.
Dear friends in Christ! Jesus is so good, his love is
an everlasting love; let us abide in this love in order to
give fruit. I ask you for your prayers that I may always
remain faithful to the call of God.
May God bless you all and stay with you forever
and ever! Amen.
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EMMAUS
2016

“In Christ alone
my hope is found”

Women’s Weekend: Feb. 26-28
Men’s Weekend: March 4 -6
As a new year begins, we
often find ourselves reflecting on
the previous year and making
resolutions for the coming year.
Maybe your resolution this year
is spiritual in nature: reading
the Bible, getting involved in a
ministry at church, or sharing your
faith with friends.
Emmaus is a great opportunity
to share your faith with old friends
while making new ones.
We’d love to have you join us
this year for a wonderful weekend
of beautiful music, engaging
liturgy, inspiring talks, good food,
community and friendship.
For more information, check
out the St. Anthony website http://
www.stanthony-dubuque.org/
Emmaus-Details, grab a pamphlet
from the gathering space in church,
or like us on Facebook at “St.
Anthony Emmaus.”
If you have any questions at all,
feel free to contact any one of the
following:
PROMOTIONS TEAM
Michelle and Brian Covey
563.583.6509
(Michelle) 563.590.5747
(Brian) 563.590.1688
Paul and Diane Sievers 563.583.2143
Sarah Barnes 563.590.8404
RECTORS
Kevin and Joanie Althaus
563.583.0973
(Kevin) 563.543.3232
(Joanie) 563.271.9578
Will this be the year you say
yes to Emmaus? We sincerely hope
it is! Come and discover what a
difference Emmaus can make in
your life.

Local groups benefit
from Tootsie Roll Drive

Over the course of a weekend
this past August, some 20 St. Anthony
council members logged over 40 hours
collecting donations at the Locust St
Hy-Vee.
Their efforts helped raise $3,495.68
for the 2015 PID (persons with
intellectual disabilities) fundraiser
also known as the tootsie roll drive.
Hats off to all of our members who
participated.
From this total, the cost of the
tootsie rolls is deducted and an
additional 10 percent automatically
goes to the State of Iowa Special
Olympics. The remaining amount of
$3,005.71 is given to organizations
that provide services to people with
intellectual disabilities.
Three local organizations were
chosen as this year’s PID award
recipients. They include ARK
Advocates, Hills and Dales, and
Creative Expressions.

Mike Lombardi presents checks to
representatives of the organizations which
benefitted from the Tootsie Roll Drive held
in August: Marilyn Althoff - Hills and Dales,
Neva Redman and Karen Kingsley Creative Expressions, and Christy MeyersARK Advocates.

Representatives from these
organizations attended the Nov. 22nd
omelet breakfast at St Anthony’s
where they were presented their
checks.

Seminarian assists with visiting sick
For the past several years St.
Anthony’s has had the privilege of
having a seminarian working on his
apostolic assignment.
This year Eric Zenisek is working
closely with Sister Margaret Anne to
participate in the Pastoral care of the
sick and the elderly in their homes,
nursing homes and hospitals.
Eric is from Cedar Rapids and is
one of three children. He graduated
from UNI with a degree in Social
Studies’ education. He is currently a
student at Loras College working on a
philosophy degree.
After this year at Loras, Eric will
continue his studies at one of the
major seminaries. We welcome Eric

and assure him or our continued
prayers as he discerns his further
priestly ministry.
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