St. Mary’s Catholic Church + 1002 Broad Street + Grinnell, IA 50112 + 641-236-7486
grinnellstmary@diodav.org

Dear Friends:
Our capital campaign is an important commitment to
the legacy of St. Mary’s not just in our own parish,
but also in our diocese. The plan described at the
parish-wide meeting builds upon our rich heritage by
helping to fulfill St. Mary’s mission and vision faith,
community, and service.
The men and women of our parish family who came
before us made sacrifices in order to build and grow
St. Mary’s have set a high bar for us today. In that
spirit, over the last several months, parish leaders
have carefully and prayerfully studied a variety of
structural design options to identify what is
most needed for us to continue to grow as a
vibrant Catholic community.
While the components of their
endeavors have been expressed in the
language of brick and mortar, the
building plan is designed to enhance our
ability to pray, serve, give and learn as
individuals and as a parish.

With this insert, we wanted to share with you the
financial status of St. Mary’s Capital Campaign as
well addressing questions that arose from the parishwide meeting that was held on April 12th, which
outlined our plan to preserve our Church, create a
new facility and help improve the accessibility to all
who come to worship.
Our overall parish goal is to raise $2.3 million. To
reach this goal, every parishioner needs to participate
in the spirit of true Christian stewardship. Not
everyone can contribute the same amount, but every
contribution will help our community prosper in faith
in the future.
We wish to sincerely thank all of you who
have made a pledge and are faithfully
making regular payments. Those of you
who have not as yet started paying on
your pledge, please make every effort
to do so as soon as possible, as we need
all of the money pledged to help us
FAITH break ground. We also need the help of
those who have not as yet pledged. Pledge
forms can be found on the back tables of the
church and from our parish office.
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Below are answers to some questions that have been raised since our parish-wide
meeting. We hope that this information clarifies any confusions or interpretations that you may have. If you have any questions that you would like to pose to
the Planning or Fundraising Committees, you may do so by emailing your queries to grinnellstmary@diodav.org.

How did the college become involved in this process?
Our Religious Education Center (REC) is located within a “zone of
confluence” that Grinnell College officials have identified as an important
component of a project they are working on to improve the connection
between the city of Grinnell and their campus. Grinnell College purchased the property to the north of our church and
asked St. Mary’s if we would be interested in swapping the properties so that St. Mary’s offices, education spaces, and
church could be located contiguously on the east side of Broad Street and so that Grinnell College could pursue improvements to the west side of Broad. With permission from our trustees and the Diocese of Davenport, we agreed to
this swap as it was consistent with the original vision of our plan to develop new spaces all on the east side of Broad
Street.
Why isn’t a chapel included in the design?
The Building Project Committee is committed to designing spaces that meet the needs of our parish in the most costeffective manner possible. In our original plan, no improvements were scheduled for the sanctuary and naïve. Our new
plan includes work to the church which can be utilized for small gatherings for celebration of the Mass. The addition of
a chapel would also put us well beyond the budget identified for this project.
Why hasn’t a basement been included in the architectural plan?
The cost of including a basement is, admittedly, less per square foot than above ground space. However, because the
needs of the parish have been accommodated in the new plan and because any additional expense to include a basement
would exceed the budget for our project, the decision was reached to exclude a basement.
Are campaign dollars being spent for parish expenses, such as utilities?
No. The campaign dollars are devoted strictly to the new building spaces and renovation of the church.
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