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November 29, 2015 e First Sunday of Advent

“Lord, give me a sign.” How many times have we
spoken these words—or something like them—to our-
selves in hopes that our prayers have been heard, or
that we have chosen the right path? Such signs, perhaps,
aren’t hard to come by, only difficult to recognize for
what they are. Jesus speaks of ominous signs preceding
the coming of the Son of Man. Still, his is not a gloomy
announcement. Instead, he tells us to stand tall and to
raise our heads. We can almost hear the joy in his voice.

FINDING OUR WAY

There’s a catch, though. Isn’t there always? But this
catch is something that we can handle. It calls us to
grow in the ways of Christ, to ready ourselves in prayer
and action for his coming—some day as the world’s
judge and redeemer, and every day into our individual
hearts as our own personal savior. Advent helps us to
remember this. We have long been told that this is a

season of preparation that can bring us to Christmas
morning a changed people. As with any period of prepa-
ration, though, we will get out of it only what we put
into it. Trite? Maybe. True? Definitely.

Many of us have already put up our Christmas lights.
So many of us have already drafted our lists and have
begun our holiday shopping. Indeed, some of us have
even started to wrap our purchases in preparation for the
big day. But let us not forget that we have more impor-
tant things for which to prepare. Jeremiah’s “just shoot”
is being raised up before us. Now is the time to listen
to Paul’s exhortations. Now is the time to live in a way
pleasing to God. For in so doing, we will become our
own sign to the world—not one of darkness but one of
hope and light, a sign that the Lord’s kingdom is already
upon us.

Today’s Readings: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14; 1 Thes 3:12 — 4:2;
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:00 PM

Sunday: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Holy Day: As announced in the bulletin

Weekday: 8:00 AM

Rev. Michael Troha, MA, MDiv, Pastor

S. Dianne Piunno, MA, S.N.D., Pastoral Associate

Margaret G. Ricksecker, M.Ed., School Principal

Jason R. Lewis, MA, Director of Music & Organist
R.V. Threadgill, CPA, Pastoral Assistant

Rite of Infant Baptism: Parents are required to attend a
Pre-Baptismal Instruction. Please contact the Parish Office
for dates and times Baptismal Classes are offered.
Catechumenate/RCIA: Adults and children of Catechetical
Age Secking Baptism and membership in the Church are
invited to join, Monday evenings, 7:00 PM.

Rite of Penance: Saturdays, 4:15PM-4:45PM

Marriage: Couples need to make arrangements at least six
months prior to wedding date.

PHONES:

Parish House: 216-251-0300

Website: www.sioa.weconnect.com

After Hours Emergency: 440-477-2382

School: 216-671-0535
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Order of Mass: 202

Prelude

Variation on Veni, Veni Emmanuel C. Evans

Gathering Hymn

403 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
Tune: MORNING SONG, CM

Penitential Rite
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Liturgy of the Word: 1003
Responsorial Psalm
Refrain
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To you, O Lord, I lift my soul, to you, I lift ‘my soul.

Texz: Psalm 23:4-5, 8-8, 12-14; Manv Haugen, © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc ; refrain tms. © 1969, ICEL
Muste: Mary Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.

Gospel Acclamation
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Music: A Geegory Mumay, OSH, © 1963, The Grsil, GIA Peblicatioan, lic _ agent

Universal Prayers
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(o] God, hear our  prayer.

1564, Bob Hurd. Published by QCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts

388 Savior of the Nations, Come
Tune: NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND

Eucharistic Acclamations
365 Holy, Holy, Holy
366 Memorial Acclamation B

367 Amen
Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, ©2010, GIA Publications, Inc.

The Fraction
381 Lamb of God
Communion Chant

624 Canticle of the Turning Rory Cooney, b. 1952
Tune: STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN

Postlude

Comfort, Comfort, O My People C. Goudimel

FROM OUR PASTOR

The intentions of the Holy Father, Pope Francis,
for the month of December - Universal: EXPERIENCING
GOD’S MERCY: That all may experience the mercy of
God, who never tires of forgiving. Evangelization:
FAMILIES: That families, especially those who suffer,
may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain hope.
Please pray for the intentions of Pope Francis each day
during the Advent and Christmas seasons.

Our Advent Penance Service will take place on
Tuesday, December 15th at 7:00PM at Saint Mel
parish on Triskett Road. We customarily have our
Advent and Lent Penance services along with other
parishes in our cluster. You also have an opportunity to
go to confession every Saturday from 4:15PM until
4:45PM. It is good to prepare for Christmas by taking
part in the Rite of Reconciliation of the Sacrament of
Penance.

Fr. Troha

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

The Retirement Fund for Religious , begun in 1988 by the
National Catholic Conference of United States Bishops, is
an effort to assist religious communities to meet the needs
of their elderly members. This year’s collection for the
Retirement Fund for the Religious will be next weekend,
December 5-6, 2015. Envelopes are in the pews of the
church this weekend for your convenience. Thank you for
your consideration and generosity.

CHRISTMAS TURKEYS & GIFT CARDS

This year we are again collecting gift cards for those in
our neighborhood who are in need of help this holiday
season. If you are able to donate a $25 card, we suggest it
be from Giant Eagle, Dave’s, Target, or Wal-Mart. Cards
may be dropped off at the Parish House or in the
collection basket. The need is also great for frozen turkeys
to distribute to those in our neighborhood who are in need.
We are also accepting donations of potatoes, stuffing mix,
and gravy. Groceries may be dropped off at the Parish
Office so we may help families enjoy a holiday meal!
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

MISSION CLUB

If you know of someone serving in the military, the Saint
Ignatius of Antioch Mission Club would like to send them
a letter for the holidays, thanking them for their service.
Please put their name and address on a piece of paper and
drop it in the collection basket over the next three weeks.
Thank you and them for their service to our country.







