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Summer Newsletter

Upcoming CSWNA Annual
Conference
and Call for Papers:
CSWNA Annual Conference "Following the Path of Christ"
November 11-13,2016 @ Catholic University of America
The annual conference contributes to the education and growth of social workers
who live out their Catholic faith in their daily practice and professional lives.

“We are called to act with justice.
We are called to love tenderly.
We are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.”

CSWNA invites you to submit proposals that will provide practical knowledge and
insight into integrating our Catholic faith and social work practice. The theme for
this year’s conference is: Following the Path of Christ.
Within the presentations, we strongly encourage integration of one or more of the
seven principles of Catholic Social Teachings: Life and Dignity of the Human Person, Call to Family, Community and Participation, Rights and Responsibilities,
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers, Solidarity, and Care for God’s Creation along with integration of the Papal
encyclicals into social work practice. Submissions with attention to issues such as
living out our Catholic faith in the secular world in which we live, implementing
catholic social teachings in social work practice, family, subsidiary, selfdetermination and ethics are highly encouraged as well.
More information on the conference and how you can submit a presentation can
be found on www.CSWNA.org
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Policy Updates
I would like to thank everyone who has participated in our advocacy efforts on the
two legislative bills listed on the website. We have witnessed the passage of religious freedom laws in Mississippi and Tennessee and encourage all members to
be that beacon of light in the darkness. To be the voice for those who don't have
the forum to voice their concerns. We must continue to advocate for religious
freedom, our rights to practice our faith freely, and seek to advocate for conscience protections. Social work will be the battleground for many of these issues
and we must stand firm in our religious and moral convictions.
We are living in a contentious society, one that isn't always willing to accept our
religious beliefs. I encourage you to be strong and stand firm in the faith as social
workers.
As we move forward, I will be keeping you up to date, in return I am
hoping you will be willing to reach out and contact me regarding any
questions, ideas on how we can move forward or what your thoughts
are.
I can be reached at membership@cswna.org and look forward to having a dialogue with all members.
I hope to continue writing articles and blogs as we move into the
summer months--just need the Holy Spirit to enlighten me on the next
article. I look forward to growing our advocacy efforts in the next couple of months and will be expanding the policy positions listed on the
website.
As always, I will seek to keep you as informed as I can.

Sincerely,
Frances Robinson

The two reported having great dialogue with
people who came up to the booth to ask about
Catholic social teaching and the intersection of
our work as Catholic Social Workers. Quite a
few professors came up to the booth as well
with interests in starting collegiate chapters at
their own universities.
The two ladies reported to have met members
from years past . Many people approached the
booth and said what a great resources our association is for Catholics who are learning social
work and are out in the field of practice.

Student

Spotlight:
Erin Fleishman is a Social
Work and Spanish Dual
major at The Catholic
University of America.
She just completed the
spring semester of her
sophomore year studying
abroad in Costa Rica.

Student Spotlight: Erin Fleishman
"I grew up in northern Arizona, where I was raised in a beautiful Catholic parish and attended St.
Mary’s Catholic School through eighth grade. When my years in public high school were coming to a
close, God called me across the country, back into a Catholic learning environment complete with
access to our nation’s capital and a plethora of personal, spiritual, and career-related references. My
two years studying Social Work and Spanish have been exciting so far, to say the least, and at 19, I
have already achieved one of my biggest life goals: to live abroad. Ever since I first heard about the
opportunity to study abroad, I have wanted a semester of my own to help highlight my college career. This dream came to fruition in mid-January, when I left Arizona for four months in Central
America. While in Costa Rica, I lived with a host family, volunteered at an elderly day center, honed
my Spanish skills daily, and studied in a foreign language. Throughout my semester abroad, I reflected on what it means to live out the Catholic faith in each moment. I was one of the only Catholics in
my program, and while the country recognizes Catholicism as the official religion, there are many
Catholics de mentira – individuals who are Baptized into the Faith, and perhaps even Confirmed, but
have completely abandoned Christ’s Bride. A month after returning, I can still only explain my time
as a retreat, just God and me. I had ample time to prepare my heart for the ministry of love that social work is, and I have come to understand that to be strong social workers, we must first be strong
Catholics. (Really, to be strong anythings, we must first be strong Catholics – mothers, fathers,
spouses, brothers, sisters, friends, colleagues, role models, students, etc.) If we wish to truly make
the impact we dream about making in this world, we must run first to the Sacraments, the Holy Mass,
and the open arms of the Church.
I am honored to have been invited to share about myself in this session’s student spotlight. I ask you
all to pray for me as I keep seeking out God’s will. Please pray especially for my upcoming leadership position in a campus prayer group called Encounter the Spirit and for my devotion to Mary. I
invite you to join me in rejoicing that I have the opportunity to work this year as a research assistant
for Catholics for Family Peace, where I will be working to defend the family from the evils of this world
alongside all you wonderful Catholic social workers. I look forward to returning to CSWNA-CUA
meetings in the fall, and again, thank you for the opportunity to share about God’s plans and impact
in my life."

Catholic Social Workers National Association is a Professional Membership
Association that was formed on the belief that professional associations should
support not only your profession, but also your beliefs, values, and your faith.
CSWNA has been established for social workers who are faithful to the teachings of the church and are looking for support and direction within their profession based upon church teachings. Catholic Social Workers National Association affirms and supports the teachings and beliefs of the Roman Catholic
Church. Catholic Social Workers are called to care for the poor and the poor of
spirit.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 498531
Cincinnati, OH 45249

(317)-416-8285
CSWNA.ORG

Letter from President of CSWNA

Several months ago, I wrote that I would be stepping down as President of CSWNA. I take seriously my leadership role for this organization. Last year I
was dealing with family illnesses that took a great deal of my time away from CSWNA and after praying felt it was best to step aside. My 84yr old mother
was diagnosed with bacterial meningitis and on life support. The doctors did not believe she would survive. I spent many hours in her room praying a
rosary and truly felt the presence of Mary in her room. I wasn’t ready to say goodbye to my mother. With God’s goodness, my mother has recovered and
doing well. Shortly after my mother left rehab, my younger brother was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia. I drove my mother to Chicago weekly
so she could spend time with him, as she was facing losing a third child. My brother is currently in remission and doing well but we continue to pray for
his recovery. Although, I felt the calling to step down as President, the avenues for me to do so never panned out, in which I am very grateful. I truly love
this association and all it stands for and I am proud to serve in a leadership role.

I hope you are enjoying the conversations on our Facebook page. I encourage you to post on our Facebook page and on our blog which is located on the
homepage of our website. These are great opportunities for our members to communicate and discuss current issues. It is vital for each of us to get involved in the issues in order to make a change. We must remember that we are the hands and feet of Christ and He has blessed each of us with the
knowledge and skills to serve our brothers and sisters in Christ through our profession as Catholic Social Workers.
This year CSWNA celebrates its 10-year anniversary. I have never been more convinced of the need for this association than today with all the current
world issues. This association was founded through prayer and adoration. We, as members must remain prayerful and always seek our Lord and His
guidance through the Eucharist, Adoration and prayer.
I have also attached a couple articles from our very first newsletter on July 2006 that provides a little history of CSWNA that I thought you might enjoy
reading.
History of CSWNA
About 10 years ago, a colleague and I discussed the idea of starting a Catholic Social Work Association. We felt strongly about needing a professional
association that supported not only our profession, but also our faith. We met several times and agreed upon our mission statement and code of ethics,
and the short and long-term goals we had for this association. We researched names and a logo that would represent the mission and profession. We
consistently prayed for God’s guidance and direction, and here we are today writing the first online newsletter to the Catholic Social Workers National
Association. God has certainly opened the doors for this association is so many ways. The overwhelming support has been phenomenal.
God has placed a very talented group of people to serve on the Board of Directors. These individuals have donated many long hours of work over the
last several months. God has also blessed us with a talented graphic designer by the name of Jane Gilmore who donated her time and talent and created the logo for CSWNA.
I would like to invite each one of you to take an active part in your Catholic Social Work Association. I would like to hear from you on services you would
like to see offered or if you would like to assist with advocacy, CEU trainings, assisting with the online newsletters or other services.

Washing of the Feet
After having, on this day, washed the feet of His disciples, Jesus said to them: 'Know ye what I have done to you? You call Me Master and Lord: and you
say well, for so I am. If then I, being your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; you, also, ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an
example, that as I have done to you, so you do also.'
John 13:12-15
Our Catholic faith teaches each one of us to wash the feet of our neighbors and the logo for CSWNA was felt to truly represent the profession of all Social
Workers. The colors for the logo; purple was chosen because purple represents the passion of Christ; the color green was chosen because green represents life. Catholic Social Workers National Association proudly adopts this logo as the logo to truly represent CSWNA.
I would like to thank our Board of Directors, advisors and most of all our members for your support for this wonderful association. I pray that you will be
able to attend our annual conference in Washington, DC at Catholic University in November. We are working hard to keep the cost low so more will be
able to attend.
I ask for your continued prayers for CSWNA. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at cswna@cswna.org or 317-4168285.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, cause of our joy, pray for us
Kathleen Neher, LISW-S
President

