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SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
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4:30 p.m. 
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7:30 a.m. 
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ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 
U.S. Department of Education  

School of Excellence 
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Religious Education (Grades 1-8) 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sundays after 5:30 p.m. Mass 

  

OUTREACH 
Ascension Thrift Store:  259-7291 

Ascension Social Concerns:  259-5685 
  

BINGO 
Thursdays 

6:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

As a good steward of the Lord’s blessings, please remember to consider  
your Parish Family or School Endowment in your Last  Will and Testament. 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 
Tel. 321-254-1595   ·   Fax 321-255-3490  

www.ascensioncatholic.net 
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Deacon Bill Terneus 
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Deacon Chris Meehan 
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Sr. Joseph Barden ........................ Ext. 3003 
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Sr. Immaculata ............................. Ext. 3039 
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School Principal  
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Middle School Youth Minister 
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Monica Sutton .............................. Ext. 3076 
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tromano@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Maria Sittig ................................... Ext. 3072  
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bƛƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
ƻƴ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ά¢ƘŜ Wƻȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭέ 

Last weekend I shared with you nine reflections on the nine 

chapters of Pope Francis’s Exhortation on Marriage and the 

Family. This week, we hear from nine other couples who 

have been married 28 or more years. If you wonder why I 

didn’t invite you to share your reflections, please know the 

following couples just came to mind.  I saw some of them 

at Mass and just asked them. In a month or so, I may invite 

some more of you to share your reflections. If you would 

like to be one of those couples, let me know. 
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мΦ   Lƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ 
aŀǳǊŜŜƴ ϧ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ±ƻǳƎƭŀǎΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ по ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
     The first chapter offers much to digest, beginning with 

the title itself, which drives the entire Exhortation.  Love in 

the Family is inseparable from Jesus, the Light that shines 

from the Word, God.  And the message is clear – follow the 

Word and your family will be blessed with love, peace, and 

prosperity.    

     When a man and woman marry and build a family, 

their union represents the divine family, Father, Son, and 

Love, the Holy Spirit. Traditional family is the essence of 

God Himself who is not solitude, but a family. Fruitful 

marital love is more than just a means of perpetuating      

the species. Its shared giving mystically bonds two comple-

mentary genders and mirrors God’s being. The two become 

“one flesh” in body and spirit and bring forth a child      

sharing the genetics and spirit of both parents. This        

symbolizes God’s creative movement from the beginning. 

     Parents are the foundation of the established home and 

children its living stones. It’s grounded in God and filled 

with His presence. The family takes pride in raising       

children in the Faith, and preserving it for the next      

generations. If they obey God, they enjoy harmony and 

peace from self-giving and avoid the turmoil of selfishness.  

The family is the lampstand from which their brilliant love 

light beams. Conversely, when relationships produce     

children whom parents regard as mere afterthoughts or     

accidents, God is absent from “building of the house.”  

Pain, suffering, violence, and even the breakup of the    

family can be likely outcomes.     

     Respectful children are attentive and obedient to their 

parents.  They are doing God’s will and helping to preserve 

an ordered society. Parents can learn from a childôs        

innocent humility and trusting nature, and should value a 

childôs individual identity and purpose.  Similarly, Jesus 

presents children of His era as models for our own behavior 

– an expectation to be humbly subject to a higher authority.   

     Jesus expressed sympathy and compassion for the anxie-

ties and tensions in families. Throughout scripture God’s 

Word is a source of comfort and companionship for all   

families that experience any difficulty and suffering.   

     For a family to sustain itself in a healthy, vibrant state 

it must keep God at the center, or sincerely reconcile with 

God through humble prayer.  The family that shares gen-

uine, tender affection within demonstrates its desire to re-

main in union with God.   
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ нΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
aƛƪŜ ϧ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ aŀǊȊŜŎΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ор ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
     The experiences and challenges of families – the perva-

sive theme seems to be that many in today’s society are 

more interested in self: self-fulfillment, self-

aggrandizement, self-accomplishment – rather than in    

acting as part of the Christian family. People in the first-

world tend to spend more time involved with work or     

endeavors that promote themselves, rather than promoting 
their nuclear family or their spiritual family. They tend to 

want to do what is convenient and supportive of their     
preconceived ideas of happiness. As a people, we have  

become the me-first generation, and forgotten what it 

means to serve the community at large. A lot of people have 

a married existence, but don’t put the effort into creating a 

family within that marriage. One spouse or the other is 

more concerned with building up their career than sharing 

in the responsibilities of a family. Trusting in themselves 

instead of God makes marriage a less desirable option than 

being about oneself. People that omit God from their     

marriage make it out to be a life-long burden as opposed to 

a way for personal development and fulfillment. Sharing 

the love between a man and woman along with the love of 

God brings a greater sense of achievement when it was not 

the main objective.  

     There seems to be a decline in the culture because of the 

lack of emphasis on self-giving. Those that always take as 

compared to those that give of themselves. There is a want 

to be connected socially because it is “the” thing to do, but 

that doesn’t foster relationships. It is more of one-up-man-

ship. Relationships then become treated more like objects, 

and not as individuals who share a love for each other, a 

love for their blood family and their human family, but also 

a love for God. This also leads to the delays of starting   

families. Not seeing a quick, tangible benefit gets in the 

way of the self-centered goals. Another contributor is the 

lack of financial security, or the lack of faith in working 

hard and sacrificing that delays people from entering into 

relationships. The influences of the modern world work 

against the thought of family – income disparity, lack of 

adequate  housing, commercialization of the human body, 

forced prostitution, drug abuse and human trafficking, to 
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name a few. These all stem from putting oneself first     

instead of God and His love. 

     A special love that is shown is that of parents when they 
have a special needs child. This takes great sacrifice on the 

part of both parents, but makes the family relationship 

stronger. Involvement with all children fosters this as well. 

Sharing one meal a day away from the distractions of daily 

life is a small but powerful step. Another form of special 

love is the care of the elderly. Older persons are sometimes 
taken advantage of just to drain them of their resources, 

because the children find them too much of a burden.    
Caring for one near the end of life is just as important as 

caring for those at the beginning of life. Euthanasia and 

assisted suicide are never to be considered options.  

     Many challenges are in store for all persons when it 

comes to love for family. We all think ourselves to be     

imperfect and therefore incapable of loving others in the 

way they should be loved, but reliance on God’s guidance 

can make this happen. We need to direct our energies into 
raising up our spouse and our children ahead of ourselves, 

and the Church is there to foster that effort. It is the respon-

sibility of the Church to offer that word of truth and hope in 

a better tomorrow, a closer family, a stronger love.  
 

[The above is Mike and Cindy’s summary of Chapter 2. 

Then they add the following.] 

     It may seem as a lot of this commentary is more        

negative than positive, but it hits home to the realities of the 

world we live in, or rather, the world we choose to live in. 

We can choose to be narcissistic, or we can choose to love 

others more than ourselves. If nothing else, that is the main 

takeaway from this chapter. If we go on as we are, we are 

being led down the path of self-destruction. The family will      

collapse, and we’ll be nothing more than a group of       

individuals. Or, we can choose to love our family more than 

ourselves and feed our hopes and aspirations that we’ve 

done what we can to ensure our family’s salvation. If each 

person were fixated on making sure that someone else got 

to Heaven, then we’d all get there. 
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ оΦ   [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΥ  ¢ƘŜ ±ƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
WƻƘƴ ϧ /ŀǘƘȅ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ор ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
Cathy:  The thought that spoke to me most is:  For the 
sacrament of marriage flows from the incarnation and the 

paschal mystery, whereby God showed the fullness of His 

love for humanity by becoming one with us.  In the incarna-

tion God assumes human love and that is the love that fills 

the human heart of a man and woman to become one as 

God is one with His church. The fullness of that love is  

exemplified in the sacrament of marriage in which Christ 

makes Himself present to the spouses.  I was touched by the 
words stated in the chapter that marriage is a gift from the 

Lord and the mystery from which all true love flows.  It is 
amazing to think that the first “marriage’ was established 

during the creation story with Adam and Eve.  

      The incarnation of the Word allowed for a human     

family to come into existence. The family of Jesus, Mary 

and  Joseph are the example of loving communion each    

of us is called to. Love for God and love for each other 

must always be the center of the family. We are each born 

into a family and not meant to be alone, rather to be in 

community which starts in the family, known as the      

domestic church. This family of families that makes up the 

Body of Christ is the source of the Church and I am glad 

that the Synod met on this most important life-giving 

source.  Marriage and the family are the true representation 

of God’s plan for man to live in love and community. 

Quoting from the chapter, ñThe mystery of the Christian 
family can be fully understood only in the light of the    

Fatherôs infinite love revealed in Christ, who gave Himself 

up for our sake and will continue to dwell in our midst.ò 
 

John: ñScripture and the Tradition give us access to a 

knowledge of the Trinity, which is revealed with the       

features of a family.ò 

     Any given Sunday you see many families share their 
love for God by being a part of the Mass. Then they go out 

and spread the good news. Couples smiling at each other 

show the sign of commitment to holy marriage. Some have 

been blessed with children. The family will grow with 

scripture and tradition in the Christian way.     
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ пΦ   [ƻǾŜ ƛƴ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 
YŜƴ ϧ YŀǘƘȅ WŀƎŘƳŀƴƴΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ пф ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
     Our Pope Francis begins this chapter with the well-

known verses of St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians      

(1 Cor. 13:4-7), which is often one of the scripture readings 

used at wedding ceremonies.  ñLove is patient, love is kind; 

love is not jealous or boastful....ò 

     Pope Francis then goes on to expand on each “love”  

description and how this should manifest itself in relation-

ships, especially in marriage and families. He does a good 

job and also offers examples of what is not loving for each 

description. 

     He further describes and provides guidelines for loving 
relationships, including many of the virtues and difficulties 

of marital relationships. 

     We were particularly taken with one of his remarks 
where he states that three words need to be used often in 

the family:  Please, Thank you, and Sorry. He says, ñLet us 
not be stingy using these words, but keep repeating them, 

day after day.ò This was an affirming statement for us. We 

use these words constantly in our relationship. Please and 
thank you are a big part of our daily vocabulary, showing 

loving respect for one another. The word sorry is the hard-

est and most important word for us. Recognizing we have 

erred in our relationship and seeking and receiving for-

giveness strengthens our marital bond. 

     We also noted that when a loving person can do good 

for others, or sees that others are happy, they themselves 

live happily and in this way give glory to God, for “God 

loves a cheerful giver.”  It is great to know that Our Lord 

especially appreciates those who find joy in the happiness 

of others.  
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/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ рΦ   [ƻǾŜ aŀŘŜ CǊǳƛǜǳƭ 
tƘƛƭ ϧ .ŀǊō ²ŀǊǿƛŎƪΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ он ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
     Chapter Five may be summarized by, ñLove always 

gives life.ò    
     Each new life is a gift from God that should be          

welcomed by all no matter the circumstances or the timing 

of the baby’s birth.  Women are “co-creators with God”  of 

the miracle of children they carry in their wombs. Parents 

should make any sacrifice necessary to ensure that the 

child always feels accepted and protected, and ñhas a place 
in Godôs heart from all eternity.ò  Mothers are to be the 

antidote to self-centeredness in our world, and should be 

òwitnesses to tenderness, dedication and moral 

strength.ò  Pope Francis strongly admonishes us against     

a feminism that denies the unique roles of fathers and  

mothers.   

     ñRespecting a childôs dignity means affirming his or 
her need and natural right to have a mother and a father.ò 

Fathers help guide children to see the “challenges of the 

worldò and ñto see the need for hard work and strenuous 
effort.ò Our society has lost its father figures, many     

having been caught up in their work or interests and     

neglecting their families.  Pope Francis is, frankly, scold-

ing us fathers for having abandoned our role as a Christian 

father.   

     The faith of Christian families—and our belief in the 

Eucharist—should draw them more into the world     

where they should reach out to the larger family, the poor 

and outcast.  ñGod has given the family the job of domes-

ticating the world and helping each person to see fellow 

human  beings as brothers and sisters.ò ñThe   larger  

family should provide love and support to teen mothers, 

orphans, single parents, the disabled who feel abandoned 
or ignored, those struggling with addiction, the separated 

or widowed who are alone, and the elderly and infirm  

who need support.ò  Again, he strongly admonishes the 

Christian family: ñWhen those who receive the Eucharist 

turn a blind eye to the poor and  suffering, or consent to 
various forms of division, contempt, and inequality, the 

Eucharist is received unworthily.ò 

      Finally, we must remain connected to our extended  

family, especially our parents and elderly relatives, while 

maintaining the relationship between husband and wife as 

primary.  Knowing and loving them helps us to build   

stable relationships in the future. ñMemory is necessary 

for growth.ò They help us realize that life isn’t just all 

about me and roots our families in “love that gives life.” 
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ сΦ   {ƻƳŜ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ 
¢ƻƴȅ ϧ WŀŎƪƛŜ [ŀaŀƴƴŀΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
     Pope Francis offers a fresh and common sense        

perspective regarding the local church and laity's role in 
the     pastoral care of engaged, newly married, and long-

married couples. He emphasizes that marriage is a life-

long process beginning at birth rather than a focus on a 

single day. He offers pastoral care advise at every stage of 

the marriage experience and provides guidance on how the 

Church can support families when marriages fail or end  

due to death, particularly with attention to the emotional 

wellbeing of children. Pastors and laity must do more to 

reach out at every stage of the marriage process. Couples, 

even during times of adversity, are constantly "forming" 

one  another.  
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ тΦ   ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ .ŜǧŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
!ƴŘȅ ϧ Wƻȅ [ŜŜΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ оо ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
      “Towards a Better Education of Children” discusses 

how children are a gift from God, entrusted to the parents 

for their development, and how parents therefore need to be 

very thoughtful, appropriate, and enthusiastic about this 

role. The chapter deals with parents as educators for devel-

opment of children’s sense of freedom, good judgment, 

discipline, sex education, and faith formation.    

     Our call to be parents is a sacrificial gift of love for the 

care of the children God has entrusted to us. As their first 

educators, and with the knowledge that time is a valuable 
gift, we must make it a priority to find time to devote to our 

children and help them find healthy ways to spend it, while 

being aware of who is providing their entertainment 
through media or electronic devices. However, obsession 

over our children is harmful, and we should lovingly help 
them grow in freedom, maturity, and discipline. Freedom is 

a great gift and our children should be taught how they can 

responsibly use their freedom to face issues with good 

judgment for themselves and the community. We need to 

instill in our children a natural inclination to goodness, and 

show loving respect for them and their decisions. 

     Children need to learn from parents that misbehavior 

has consequences.  They should be encouraged to put 

themselves in other people’s shoes and acknowledge the 

hurt that they have caused, and ask for forgiveness from 

those they have treated badly. Constant punishment though, 

is harmful, so discipline instead should be focused on    

making progress in the growth of the child.   

     Parents face many challenges today with social media 

and electronic communications. While such technology can 

be helpful for connecting family members who live apart 

from one another, it can also separate people that live     

together.  Pope Francis notes quite accurately how such 

technology can lead to kids being “disconnected” from the 

real world.  It is important to remember that electronic   

communication cannot replace personal dialog.  

     Parents should introduce sex education to their children 

at the proper time and in a way suited to their age. It should 

be done in a way that does not just fill them with facts, but 

also prepares them for dealing with the onslaught of       

improper sexual teaching that will come at them from the 

media. They should be helped to recognize and seek      

positive influences, while shunning things that cripple their 

capacity to love, not only one another, but themselves.   

     Pope Francis states that ñFaith is Godôs gift, received in 

baptism, and not our own work, yet parents are the means 
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that God uses for it to grow and develop.ò As parents, we 

need to pass on the faith to our children.  By teaching them 

about God, they need to see parents having a relationship 

with God...speaking of Him, praying to Him and trusting 

in Him.  We need to be a living, active example for our     

children to witness.  We must also “ask God to act on their 

hearts, in places we cannot reach.”  We must teach and act 

upon our belief in the Father who sustains us in the love of 

Jesus Christ. It is thru Him that we, as family, are able to 

face every stage of life together. 
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ уΦ   !ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎΣ 5ƛǎŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƴƎ 
²ŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ 

5ŜŀŎƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎ ϧ tŀǘ aŜŜƘŀƴΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ор ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
     This chapter speaks to those who are living ñin         
situations that do not fully match what the Lord proposes.ò 

We are reminded of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan    

woman at the well (Jn 4:1-42). In her life she had already 

had five husbands and was currently living with a man 

who was not her husband. When Jesus encountered her, he 

pointed out to her the irregularity of her situation but he 

did not condemn her for it. In fact, he offered to her living   

water, i.e., the grace that flowed from his divinity. With 

her mind opened to Jesus, she was empowered to grow in   

faith in him. Indeed, after her encounter with him, she 

evangelized the city where she was living, inviting the  

people to come and encounter the Messiah. 

     In the same way as the woman was called to life, the 

Church expresses through this exhortation her invitation 
to those living in complex or irregular situations 

(divorced, cohabiting, etc.) to come and examine their life 
in the light of Church teaching and seek to grow in grace.  

Pope Francis seeks that this be accomplished by guiding, 

discerning, and integrating.  Just as the woman at the well 

was called by Jesus to discern how she was living, so the 

Church calls on us to examine honestly our current       

situation. This examination, guided by our pastor,        

compares our family life situation against the ideal       

proposed by the Church. Then helped along by our pastor, 

we are to seek ways to grow toward the ideal and be more 

fully integrated into the life of the Church—to live and 

grow in faith and grace as fully as our situation allows. 

Pope Francis ñencourages all the faithful who find them-

selves in complicated situations to speak confidently with 

their pastors,ò examining all the factors of their life situa-

tion with the aim of identifying ña path to personal 

growthò in the grace that the Church offers. Thus 

equipped, they can go out and live fully the life they have 

been called to by Jesus Christ. 
 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ фΦ   ¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
5ŀƴ ϧ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ wƻƳŀƴƻΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ну ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 
     As we read this beautiful chapter, there was one key 

point in particular that stood out to both of us. For a      

marriage and family to thrive, God needs to be an intimate 

partner in the marriage. In paragraph 373 Pope Francis 

states ñIf a family is centered in Christ, he will unify and 

illumine its entire life.ò We found this to be so true in our 

own marriage. Early on, although we had a good marriage, 

we were not married in the Church and God was not a 

very big part of our lives. Things changed considerably 

when we had our marriage blessed in the Church. We both 

made the conscious decision to bring God to the center of 

our  marriage and not on the periphery of our lives. As the 

Pope says: ñThere comes a point where a coupleôs love 
attains the height of its freedom and becomes the basis of 

a healthy autonomy. This happens when each spouse real-
izes that the other is not his or her own, but has a much 

more important master, the one Lord.ò 

     He also stresses the importance of family prayer          

to strengthen our faith and relationships, and most        

importantly, ñthe family communal journey of prayer   

culminates by sharing together in the Eucharist.ò We both 

felt very strongly that some of the times we feel closest to 

each other are when we attend Mass together, and partake 

of the    Eucharist with our Church family.  Paragraph 378 

states this so beautifully:  “For the food of the Eucharist 

offers the spouses the strength and incentive needed to live 
the  marriage covenant each day as a domestic church.ò 

     This chapter reinforces our experiences that by           

including God in our lives, marriage and family              

relationships, a good marriage and family ties become 

even stronger. The Pope notes: ñNo family comes down 
from heaven perfectly formed; families need to constantly 

grow and mature in the ability to love. This is a never  
ending vocationé.ò   
 
 

Have a blessed week, 

 

 

 

 

 

tobin2@live.con 
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Middle School  

Ministry 

For all 6th, 7th, & 8th graders, 
no matter where you attend school 

 

  Wednesday After School!  Every Wednesday, come to the 
Ministry Bldg Rm 313 anytime 3-6 pm for faith, fun and food! 

 

Check out www.ascensioncatholic.net/Middle for news and 
forms.  We need updated forms for everyone. For more infor-
mation, contact Mary Blucker at 254-1595. ext. 3069 or  
mblucker@ascensioncatholic.net.  

 

bŜȄǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ 

aŀȅ уΣ нлмс / 
 Ascension of the Lord 

 

!Ŏǘǎ мΥм-ммΣ  tǎŀƭƳ птΥн-оΣ с-тΣ у-ф 
9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмт-ноΣ  [ǳƪŜ нпΥпс-ро 

 

²ƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ   
ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΚ 

Sunday Action Nights 
after the 5:30pm Mass 

Buescher Center, Youth Room 411  
 

Bible Study: Monday evenings, 7:00-8:30pm, 
youth room.  All high school teens are welcome to come, social-
ize with friends, learn and talk about our faith. 
 

For info regarding Youth Ministry, contact Mark Kniepmann at 
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com. 

 
 

STEUBENVILLE ORLANDO CONFERENCE 
 

Attention, all high school students! Sign up 

now for the Steubenville Orlando conference. 

Dates are July 22-24 at the Rosen Shingle Creek 

Hotel. Cost $260 which includes round-trip bus 

transportation, hotel room (4 teens to a room), and 

meals. All high school teens, including graduated 

and incoming freshmen, are encouraged to attend. 

Deposit of $100 and sign-up forms are due by 

June 1. We have a limited number of spots availa-

ble and they fill up quickly. Reserve your spot now 

for this ñretreat on steroids.ò  For information and 

forms contact Mark Kniepmann ASAP at  

ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Adults (aged 18 and older) interested 
in receiving the sacrament of  

Confirmation in October  
are invited to contact Deacon Chris  

for more information and to register for the  
preparation class either by phone at 

321-242-8003 or email him at 
cmeehan@ascensioncatholicsch.org.  

LAST WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY  
Wednesday, May 4, 2016 

5:00-6:00 pm, School Cafetorium 
 

MENU: Baked Ham, roasted potatoes  
 vegetables, salad, rolls, assorted desserts  
 hot & cold drinks 
 Adults: $7.00;  Kids under 12 years old: $3.00 
 

Sign up in parish hall or call the church 
office no later than noon of May 3, 2016. 

 
Elementary & Middle School Youth ï want to grow closer  

to Jesus during the 2016-2017 school year? 
Registration has begun for all sessions  

including Catechesis of the Good Shepherd! 
 

Pick up applications and return them anytime.  
You can find them in the Religious Education Office  OR 

you can download the registration form from the  
Ascension Website at  

http://www.ascensioncatholic.net  
>> Faith Formation >> Grades PreKñ8 

Parish Religious Education 
Sessions begin August 22, 23 & 24. 

 

Has the Lord been nudging you to share your time and       
talents? Would you enjoy spending time with children in a 
faith learning environment?  WE NEED YOU!!  We have a 
need for additional helpers in the classrooms to read to the 
children and assist with lessons, and we can always use help 
behind the scenes.  

Questions or feeling led to help?  
Contact Betsy Glasenapp or Shelly Wackley at 

dre@ascensioncatholisch.org or at 254-1595 x3080. 

mailto:cmeehan@ascensioncatholicsch.org
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VOCATIONS CUP 
The Vocations Cup for May will go out at the Sunday 
11:30am Mass.  Allen and Carol Allebach will be 
taking the Cup home this Sunday,  May 1. 

If youôd like to sign up, please contact Jim Chatman  

at 321-223-8963 or jimchat@cfl.rr.com. 

ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY 
 

Rosary Ministry meets Sundays, 1:00-3:00 pm 

in Buescher Center, Room 410 

Next Meeting: May 1 , 2016                                      

If interested in joining call Michi Davis at 242-8092.  

JUSTFAITH  COMMUNITY'S PRAYER FOR THE POOR 
 

All are welcome to attend Prayer for the Poor in Our Lady's Chapel 
from 6 to 6:30pm, each 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month. We share 
Scripture, hymns, intentions for all our brothers and sisters through-
out our world. Pope Francis reminds us to pray for and be involved 
with those who are disadvantaged in any way, on the fringes, in need 
of assistance, both locally and globally. We have been having this 
Prayer Service since October 2008.  Come and join us! 

Note to all Ministries  
Itôs that time of year! 

 

Please stop by the Church Office to fill out 
the Building Use form to save your rooms 

and dates for the next calendar year (July 2016-June 

2017). See Teresa in the Church Office for the form. 
Remember:  If you donôt fill out the form, you 
will not be on the schedule.  

!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÁÙÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ  
Á ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÔÏ  

ÃÏÍÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȩ 
 

     Join us for a Holy Hour of 

Intercessory Prayer ï that 

they will come home soon! 
 

    Tuesday, May 3 

 6:30 -7:30 pm in Church 
 

    A beautiful hour of Evening Prayer, Taize Prayer,     

Adoration and the Rosary with an inspiring reflection by 

Father Eamon. 

    We pray that our glorious Holy Spirit will use each of us 

as instruments to open the doors of the hearts of all who are 

away, that they come back home! 

Rekindle a wonderful 

tradition or start a 

new oneé 
 

May Crowning  

Tuesday, May 10, 7:00pm  
Reception in Parish Hall to follow  

 

All are welcome. Join many of the First    
Communicants in singing, praying and 
honoring the Virgin Mary.  A powerful 
experience.  Bring a flower to place at Our 
Ladyôs feet.  

Sponsored by  

Ascension Council of Catholic Women 

Calling All Families 

with Preschool Aged Children 

 Registration for the 2016-17 FISH Program 

is coming up! 
 

FISH (Fellowship Invites Serving and Helping) 
 

Are you looking for a break for a few hours a week? 

Are you searching for fellowship within your community? 

Would you like to strengthen your relationship with God 

and bring your family along with you? 
 

If you answered yes to any of the above, the FISH ministry 

is exactly what you have been searching for. Our Parents 

Morning Out program combined with weekly fellowship 

meeting provides us the opportunity to connect and grow 

our faith with other families. 
 

Please join us on Thursday, May 26, at 8:30am  

in Ministry Bldg Room 313  for our  

FISH information/registration breakfast. 
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Coming in MayñVolunteers are needed for the Post Office Food 
Drive on Saturday, May 14.  For more information, call Jerry at 
Social Concerns at 321-259-5685 or 321-258-7477. 
 

 Canned Goods: Soups & stews, canned meats 

(ham, chicken), tuna, vegetables (all varieties), 

tomatoes, fruit.  Dry Goods: Beans (all kinds), 

rice, cereal, pasta/macaroni, tomato sauce, 

mac&cheese, peanut butter, jelly, instant mashed potatoes, 

shelf-sustainable milk, instant nonfat dry milk, juice, tuna 

helper.  Baby items:  diapers, baby wipes.  Toiletries:  deo-

dorant, sample size shampoo, soap, and toothpaste.  

{ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ϧ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER   
(Prayer of the Heart) 

  ñBe still and know that  I am Godò (Ps 46:10)  
 

Ministry Bldg, Rm 304, every Tuesday at 7:00 pm  
We begin with 1/2 hour of  silence  (method explained).   

 

For more info, contact Pam Lackie at 259-2431. 

New Extraordinary Minister of Holy  

Communion (EMHC) Training 
 

     The Orlando Diocese is offering training for new EMHC for 
Ascension Parish on Saturday, May 21, 2016 from 9:00am until 
noon at St. John the Evangelist Parish in Viera. Prerequisites     
are that you must be 16 years old or older; be confirmed; be a 
practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church; if married 
must be married in the Church or have had your marriage blessed 
by the Church; and that you be a registered member of Ascension 
Parish. 
     The Diocese has also issued new procedures for applying     
for the training. A written application must be submitted two weeks 
prior to the training date and be signed by the Pastor. No walk-
ins will be allowed. To accomplish this, contact Frank at tel: 321-
255-2392 or by email at Conley257@aol.com no later than May 
9, 2016. He will take your application, provide information on other   
requirements and answer any questions you might have. Failure 
to submit your application by May 9 will prevent you from   
attending the training session at St. Johnôs Parish. 

 

There is no refresher training for existing EMHC at this time. 

Military Ministry 
 

Our next meeting will be on May 2 at 7:00pm 

in Ministry Bldg, Rm 300.  Come join us! 

Ministry to the Sick & Homebound 
 

Ministry to the Sick meeting will be on Wednesday, May 11, 
starting at 6:30 pm in Ministry Building, Room 313. We will 
have a guest speaker. Please mark your calendar for this 
important date. 

For questions, contact Pat at (321) 254-2865. 

Save the Dateé 
 

Coming Saturday, May 28, 2016, at 7:00 pm to Ascen-

sion Catholic Church, {ƛǎǘŜǊ aƛǊƛŀƳ WŀƳŜǎ (One 

Groovy Nun) to speak about the IŜŀƭƛƴƎ tƻǿŜǊ 
ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ Sister is a National Speaker for Steuben-

ville.  She’s down-to-earth, funny and has a great love 
for Jesus. Do NOT miss this fabulous night. Advanced 
tickets are $8 (or $12 at the door). Tickets can be       
purchased at the church office or at Masses 2 weeks  
prior to her speaking.  Those who attend are also wel-

come to stay for Adoration ǿƛǘƘ Praise and Wor-
ship music presented by Ashley Breaux and band. 

 

For more information, contact Mark Kniepmann at 
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com. 

E=MC2  
Marriage Enrichment for 

Married Catholic Couples 

Our Next Marriage Enrichment 

Gathering will be 
 

Friday, May 13, 2016  

Topic:  Stress in Marriage 
Ministry Building, Room 313 

7:00-9:30 pm 
 

Our monthly Gatherings include social time, food, fun 

and games, and time to discuss matters of the heart and 

soul of a marriage within a group and, most importantly, 

time given for you and your spouse to chat about “stuff” 

you may usually not set time aside to do.  Come when 

you can, as often as you like, and stay as long as you 

care to.  Bring a snack or beverage to share if you would 

like, and come as you are.  

 

Looking Ahead: 

July 15:  Social and Discernment Night  

Beach House 

 

To reserve Parish-provided childcare— 

birth to 2nd grade and 3rd grade and up—and/or a spot 

for you and your spouse, RSVP to  

Katie & Jay Gander at katiegoose_2000@yahoo.com  

or 321-243-9285 

RSVP for childcare must be done by May 11 

to  assure proper care for your child(ren). 
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Monday, May 16, 2016, 1:00 - 2:30 pm, Church Library.   

For more information, contact Carol Gessler at 779-7850. 

Knights of Columbus Council 

#14573 
 

We meet every 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month in  Minis-
try Building Room 312. We pray the Rosary in Our Lady's 
Chapel at 6:30pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

For more information, call Grand Knight Jim Voltaire. 
at 557-1694, or Membership Director John Miller 

at 794-6620, or Jerry Grillo at 652-2266. 

ADORATION CHAPEL 
 

Vacations, illness, absent snowbirds and just life take a toll on the 
availability of adorers. If you can find an hour to commit to Jesus, 
consider the Adoration Chapel. Jesus wants you there and 
through the Holy Spirit is calling you! For information, please  
contact Sam Rodríquez at 795-9813 or    
adoration.ascension@gmail.com. 
 

Sunday 1am, 2am, 3am, 4am, 10am, 4pm, 8pm 

Monday 12am, 1am, 2 am, 3am, 1pm, 3pm, 10pm 

Tuesday 12am, 1am, 3am, 4am, 8am, 2pm, 8pm 

Wednesday 12am, 1am, 2am, 4am, 5am, 11pm 

Thursday 12am, 1am, 3am, 9am, 10am, 10pm, 11pm 

Friday 12am,  1am, 2am, 3am, 4am, 12pm, 5pm, 

  6pm, 9pm 

Saturday 1am, 4am, 2pm, 4pm, 5pm, 7pm, 8pm 

June 13  
 to  

 June 17  

Register online 
March 1st to 
May 12th 

Be sure to check our 

webpage for updated info! 

www.ascensioncatholicnet 

>Faith Formation>V.B.S. 

Questions?  Contact Betsy at 

254-1595 x 3080 or by email at 

dre@ascensioncatholicsch.org. 

 

FUNDRAISING DANCE  
 

The organization Helping Haitiôs Children will 

be holding a fundraising dance on Saturday, 

May 14, 7:00-11:30pm in the Parish Hall. All pro-

ceeds will go toward supporting its two orphanages in 

Haiti. Tickets for the dance cost $10 in advance and $12 

at the door. For  tickets or more information, please 

contact Tony Cortes at 795-9489.  

 

PHILIPPINE COMMUNITY 
 

We will celebrate our 26th Annual  
Feast of  Corpus Christi,  

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ,  
on Sunday, May 29, at 2:00pm. 

 

    Following the celebration of Mass, we will have Procession 
inside the Church.  
    Our celebration will continue with a covered dish dinner in 
the Church Hall. Please bring your favorite dish enough to 
share with our friends. There will be some entertainment. 
    We invite all Filipino parishioners to join with us.  

For information call Pat Apfelthaler at 321- 254-2865. 

Come join us to 

change lives! 

Pregnancy  

Resources Walk 

or a leisurely  

family stroll! 

Gleason Park in Indian Harbour Beach.  Saturday, May 

14, 8:30-11:00am. Register to walk or sponsor a walker at 

www.prwalk.com. For more info, call (321)752-5540.  

Pregnancy Resources provides caring, free support to 

women and families facing unexpected pregnancy. 

Handcrafted Items for Sale 
 

Come to the sewing room to purchase items  

you need or gifts for friends and family.  

We have it all! 
 

     Handmade items available: knitted hats, sweater 

sets for babies, kitchen towels, stuffed animals,   

jewelry, afghans, knit blankets, neck scarves, knit 

booties, gift card holder, and much more. We have 

over 100 items too numerous to list! 

     You are invited to stop by the Ministry Building, 

Room 306, on Wednesday morning, 9-12 noon. If 

you cannot come at that time, an appointment may 

be scheduled by calling Justine at 321-254-2767. 

mailto:adoration.ascension@gmail.com
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Robert & Norma Waseleski 52 years May   2 

John & Muriel Dufresne 45 years May   1 

Deacon Chris & Pat Meehan 35 years May   2 

Steve & Susan Maricle 35 years May   2 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 
Mon. 7:30 am         †  Jack Horschel 

   †  Flo McCaffrey 

Tues. 7:30 am †  Edmund Tobin   

   †  Jack Horschel 

Wed. 7:30 am †  Regina Brown 

   †  Josephine Calcaterra 

 8:30 am †  John Toole 

   †  John Kliethermes 

Thur. 7:30 am          †  Victoria Banks 

   †  Leonarda Dela Cruz 

Fri. 7:30 am †  Annette Coppola 

   †  Jack Horschel 

Sat. 9:00 am   Special Intention– Charles Funk 

   Special Intention for Unborn Children 

 4:30 pm †  Bill Spisak 

   †  Mildred, Addison & Chris Kelly 

Sun. 7:30 am People of the Parish 

 9:30 am †  Helen Sharp 

   †  Richard Swan 

           11:30 am †  Lawrence & Vincenza Vasile 

   †  Sandra Finnegan 

  5:30 pm †  Flo McCaffrey 

   †  Margaret Penner   
  

 

 

SERVERSô SCHEDULE  ï  May7/8, 2016  
 

Sat   4:30 pm: Madison, Reagan & Zach Henry 

Sun  7:30 am: Kensly Jean, Evan Bolin   

Sun  9:30 am:   Mallory & Tommy Jost 

        Sebastian Marzano     

Sun 11:30 am: Julia Graham, Quinlan McMenamy 

        Amanda Olson 

Sun  5:30 pm: Diego & Juliette Vento 

        Nathan Wackley 

Week beginning Monday, May 2, 2016 

and ending Sunday, May 8, 2016 

Wedding Anniversaries  

Michael Stitzel, Ava Sophia, Daniel Walsh, 

Greg Grasso, Gerald Cardile, Harry Wright, 

Fred Barlow, Betty Elko, Madeline Maiello, 

CVS, Magda/Claire Grasso, Lydia Vazquez, 

Mia Moore, Grace Carlin,  John Toppa, Denise 

Mayhew, Catherine Reid, Chuck Hegland, 

Walker Alldredge, Caridad Mederos, Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy 

McKelvey, Donna & Susan Baker, Mary Moore, Jeanne Danen-

za, Helen Burzese, Michelle Tocci, Marie Passarella, Cathi Hurd, 

Larry Switzer, Jim Eisenmann, Fran Kammerdener, Al Odorizzi, 

Bill Sears, Patricia Shemp Robinson, Cliff Farides, Matthew St. 

Fleur, Ted Stoner, Anthony Tynes, Betsy Coradine, Sarah      

Martinez, Deacon Joseph Richiuso, Dottie Masucci, Teresa    

Tyson, Rose Struzinski, Midge Sauer, Kathleen Troast, Virginia 

Hughs, Nancy Legge, Phyllis Owens, Marianne Savage, Judy 

Zipnock, Maria Stanley, Kevin McDermott, Helen Buckley, Mary 

Ella Diamond, John Pellitteri, Frank Knauf II, Tom Owens, Elisa 

Colon, Jeff Adelman, Carol Randolph, Beth Mills, Vivian Krupp, 

Rosemary Rottmann, Diane O’Malley, Linda Kohler, Fred Lange   
 

Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel overseas 
 

Dan Murray, Steve Cabsky, Joseph Marci, Amanda Outly,  Josh-

ua Outly, Bryan Outly, Jesse Outly, Jason Brown, Andrew Graz-

ing, Heather Schmitt, Paul Wells, Anthony Torres, Craig Static, 

Jason Melbourne, Sherwin Separa, Jesse Catellier, Joseph 

McDuffie, Samuel Luke, Michael Walsh, Robert Crowl, Bryan 

Calenda, David Barlow, Dylan Traver, Brian Fleming, Wesley 

Henry, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satterwhite, 

Capt. Kyle McDermott, John Kinsora, Nicholas Owens, Josh 

Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, Shane O’Connor, Alex 

Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta, Andrew Nemethy 

BAPTISMAL SEMINAR 
The next Baptismal Seminar 

Mondays, May 9 and May 16 

If you are planning to have your child baptized, this 

seminar is required. Please call Teresa at the Parish 

office for informationð254-1595 ext. 3050. 

ñSave the Dateò ð September 2017 
Our next pilgrimage is being planned.  

Join Deacon Sergio in the celebration of the  

100th anniversary of the Apparition of the Blessed  

Mother to the 3 children in Fatima, Portugal. 

You have a year to save and plan! 

For more info, call Deacon Sergio at 321-253-5443. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
 

Married Couples, would you like a special weekend at the 

San Pedro Retreat Center where you will find a peaceful and 

God-centered atmosphere for you and your spouse? The next 

Diocese of Orlando Worldwide Marriage Encounter will be 

held from Friday, May 20, at 7:30pm, until Sunday, May 22, 

at 4:00pm. 

For more information and/or to register, 

call Bob & Sheila Baker at 407-647-4289 

or go to www.me.org.  You’ll be glad you did! 


