
LA SAGRADA FAMILIA 
“Sing to the Lord a 

new song—-not a mel-

ody, not words.  It is 

the song of our life, it 

is allowing our life to 

be identified with that 

of Jesus Christ, it is 

sharing his senti-

ments, his thoughts, 

his actions.  And the 

life of Jesus is a life 

for others.  It is a life of 

service.”                                          

—-Pope Francis 

The Holy Family  La Sagrada Familia 

    MISSION 15 REFLECTION 

“Something beyond imagining blossoming in the heart, 

unexpected call from within, Bidding me to depart. 

 

From what is comfortable and already known 

to what lies ahead and making it home.  

 

In distant lands, the mission field, 

where God is found, teaching me to yield. 

 

To the Spirit of delight in what is seen, compassion, my true friend, 
on whom to lean. 

Aware of oneness, my heart entwines 

with faces etched with worry lines.      

 

Struggling to find hope in another land, 

seeking to understand God’s unfolding plan. 

 

Where my heart is meant to be, growing with people sharing life 
with me.”   Fr. Michael Bassano, M.M.                          
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MISSION 15 REFLECTION—CONTINUED                                                                  

 Pope Francis called for a “new ethic” in the organization and management of the world’s economy 
when he addressed a high-level conference in the Vatican.   

 “The world is rich.” but the number of “poor people around the world is increasing.,” the Pope  told 
the gathering on February 5, 2020.  He said that hundreds of millions of people are living in extreme pov-
erty, lacking the necessities of life including food, medical care, schools, drinking water. 

 Five million minors will die this year due to poverty, and another 260 million are without education 
due to lack of resources, wars, and migration, while millions more are victims of human trafficking or 
new forms of slavery.  This situation is a call for action, not a motive for despair.  We are not condemned 
to universal inequality. 

 Pope Francis identified the problem as “the lack of will and decision to change things, and especially 
to change the priorities.”  A rich world and a vibrant economy can and must put an end to poverty. 

 Alongside the globalization of indifference, there are what St. John Paul II called “the structures of 
sin,” which contribute to the suffering by hiding resources.  Every year thousands of millions of dollars 
that should be used to finance medical care and education are deposited in tax havens, preventing govern-
ments from providing proper development for their people..”             ——America, March 2, 2020, P. 17. 

 Going on mission  becomes a sacrifice of praise and addresses the concerns recently expressed by 
Pope Francis.  Mission forces us away from our daily routines and places us in a new position where we 
are better able to address the needs of others.    Mission becomes an essential action that reshapes our 
world view and allows us to approach Lent with a softened heart and a more determined will.   

                                                                                                                                                   ——Wilson 
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 MISSION  15  — HOME BUILDING   

              

A NEW HOME FOR ANULFO DEL ROSARIO 

 Anulfo is an elderly father raising four sons by himself.  He is proud of his family and happy with 

his new home.  In the lower right picture, Fr. Mike Wolfe is presenting Alnulfo with the keys to his 

new house. 

  We  are always amazed at the resilience of the families who receive the homes we help build.  The 

annual project helps us fulfill the gospel call to provide for those who don’t have adequate housing.  

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least ones, you did for me.…”  [Matt 25: 40.]  

We are also grateful to Fr. Mike for his help in fulfilling this important part of our mission trip, and 

thanks to all for your continued financial support.     
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                                              MISSION  15 EYE CLINIC 
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JAIL MINISTRY                                                      

 Fr. Mike Wolfe has begun a prison ministry at the jail located a short distance from the La Sagra-
da Familia chapel.  The picture on the left shows Fr. Mike, myself , and members of the new spiritu-
al group in the jail.   The picture on the right is a picture of Deacon Domingo who was recently or-
dained for our sister parish.  He is assisting Fr. Mike with his jail ministry.    

  Deacon Domingo Perdomo Castro and his wife Belkis live in the village of Proyecto 4 not far 
from the rectory and chapel in Sabana Yegua, the largest town in the parish of La Sagrada Familia in 
the province of Azua in the Dominican Republic. He was ordained on September 22, 2018.   Recent-
ly he and I assisted Fr. Mike Wolfe at Mass for about 100 prisoners in the nearby prison.  Fr. Mike 
has begun a prison reform group who gather regularly to study Scripture and have committed them-
selves to live a spiritual lifestyle.  Those who have done so wear a t shirt like the one I am wearing in 
the picture on the right with Deacon Domingo.  About 30 of those gathered for Mass proudly wore 
their brown t shirts. 

 Deacon Domingo is the chaplain for the prison, leads catechetical groups in the parish, and assists 
in various Eucharistic celebrations. He is not able to increase his diaconal activities because he has 
no transportation but must rely on Fr. Mike to bring him to functions. 

 Fr. Mike suggested that if Deacon Domingo could get a motor scooter, he could be of much great-
er help to the parish. The cost of a scooter, in U.S. funds is about $1425.00.  At a recent meeting of 
the St. Mary Human Concerns Committee, members have already contributed $750.00 toward the 
purchase of the motor scooter.   The Deacon Senate in Milwaukee is also helping raise funds.  To 
date they have received over $800 to the purchase of the scooter.  Deacon Domingo will soon have 
his scooter. 

 MICRO-LOAN REPORT: 

 A number of years ago, the parish began looking for ways to supplement family income so that 
more families could become self-sustaining.  The parish bakery, located on the parish grounds, be-
gan over 10 years ago for that purpose.  Today six people work in the bakery which supplements 
their family income.  Some of the bread baked in the bakery is given to the children in the Education 
and Nutrition centers.  This provides food for the centers and some profit for the parish and  for par-
ish families.  Micro-loans allow a family member to borrow a small amount of money and invest it 
to start a home business.  After the business is “up and running,” the money is repaid and  then 
loaned  out to another parish family.  Each year we receive a report highlighting how the program is 
working.  [Cont. P. 9]                                          Page 8 

 



 Several years ago “seed” money was given to  Fr. Juan to begin a micro-loan program for 
parish families.  The program continues to be successful as a number of parish families have 
taken advantage of the program.   
  
 This is the Mission 15 report:  The Micro-loan program continues to impact the lives of 
many in the parish.  Currently it involves both Dominicans and Haitians  who borrow money 
to start up food stands, small convenient stores and even some agricultural initiatives that are 
producing larger crops for the families involved.  Many of the women who borrow money 
from the micro-loan fund have formed a women’s cooperative.  This group meets frequently 
and offers support to each other in their business programs.   
 

MISSION REFLECTIONS                                                         

 Thanks to the invitation from my dear friend Cristina, I was finally able to attend my first 
service mission in Sabana Yegua, Dominican Republic, where my service consisted of being 
a translator. I spent a week with some wonderful people from different walks of life; togeth-
er, we represented 11 different countries. We spent a week fitting the neediest in the commu-
nity (Dominicans and Haitians) with glasses, as the doctors performed eye exams and some 
of the clients were able to get cataract surgeries thanks to a group of talented doctors.  

 To see people’s faces light up when they tried on a pair of glasses 
that allowed them to see clearly, is beyond words, and something I 
can relate to as I’ve worn glasses since third grade. It truly made me 
grateful to have this opportunity and I am looking forward to doing 
this again. 

 One of the most special moments was meeting Mary and her 
nephew at the clinic. One evening, as we were getting ready for 
dinner, Mary stopped by the mission. She said hello to our 
group and gave us a welcoming hug. She had gotten off work, gone 
home to shower and change and then made her way back to town. 
She was wearing her Sunday best, just to come visit with us.  

 She explained she had signed up for an appointment but had not received any notice of 
the time and date to show up. Since she 
did not have a phone, it was clear reach-
ing out to her had been a challenge. She 
told us that she had fallen and her glass-
es, which she had received at the clinic 
last year had broken, and she really 
needed a new pair. She had come to re-
quest  an appointment but mentioned 
she needed to know if she could be seen 
because she would have to inform  her 
employer. I went to find Wilson and ex-
plained her situation. He quickly agreed 
to add her and her nephew to the next 
day’s list. 
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REFLECTION CONTINUED… 

 All the next morning, I kept looking out for her as I did not want her to be turned away, since she was 
not on the original list for the day. I had given her name to the receptionists from the local Lion’s club so 
they too would know she was expected that day. When I finally saw her at the door, I went to greet her 
and her nephew and  I walked them through the registration process. David was the first to screen Mary’s 
vision and he held her nephew in his arms as he pointed to the different letters on the chart. It was then 
that Maria, from our group, came to the rescue and took the toddler through the whole screening process 
as well.  

 Watching everyone at the clinic show such great care and compassion to both Mary and her nephew 
was truly endearing. In fact, the little boy did not want to leave Maria’s side. It took some convincing to 
get him going. Mary hugged us warmly as they left that day and showered us with blessings, inviting us to 
come visit their home before we left.  God is good.                                 ——Rosario  Rojas, Mission 15 

 

 Thank you for including us in Mission 15, our first mission trip.  We are so glad that we went and feel 
that we got more out of it than we gave.  It was a wonderful experience.  We felt that it was extremely 
well organized and we could tell that the team had lots of experience.  The Clinic itself was wonderful, 
being able to assist 911 local people who were so appreciative and loving.  All of the stations and the plan-
ning, well set up, and run. We also appreciated everyone who went with us, they were so supportive of the 
new bees, making us feel welcome and competent, even when we didn’t feel too competent. Thanks also 
to Father Mike, who also made us feel so welcome.  He was a great tour guide, both in the village and also 
in Santo Domingo. The side trips were great too, especially seeing the home that was being build, the 
farms, & Mass for the cloistered nuns. We were also impressed with those who are Lion Club members, 
both there, those in our group and those who supported the trip.  We did not realize all that they do and 
give to others.   

 If the eyes are truly the windows to the soul we saw fear, anxiety, appreciation and gratitude.  Trying to 
show people that we really cared about them and their vision was so evident too. 

Thanks everyone.          —Mike & Peggy Redfearn, Mission 15 

 I recently returned from the Mission 15 trip to our Sister Parish of La 
Sagrada Familia in Sabana Yegua, Dominican Republic. This was my 
second mission trip but my first through St. Mary’s. My parents have 
both gone on the mission trip previously. They stayed with one of the 
members of the community, Apolonia. My friend, Deanna, and I also 
stayed at  Apolonia’s.   

 The first night we were there, Apolonia told us how happy she was 
we were staying with her. She continued to tell us that the next day 
would be four years since her husband, Francisco had passed away. She 
told us she was blessed to have people she considered family staying 
with her. Neither Deanna nor I had met her before this, but she found joy 

in opening her home to both of us. For the rest of the week, the three of us would share breakfast together. 
We had difficulty communicating as we didn’t speak the same language, but that did not stop us from 
laughing and having a wonderful time. By the end of the trip Apolonia had become “mi abuela” or my 
grandmother and I was Tomas Pequeno or little Thomas. The members of La Sagrada Familia Parish 
opened their community to us. We were welcomed not only as people donating our time to help them but 
as family.       [Cont. P. 11] 
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REFLECTION CONTINUED… 

The purpose of the mission trip is to conduct an eye clinic. After the eye doctors 
viewed the patients they would come to our table where they were given eye 
drops. There were a few reasons for the eye drops, anywhere from just dry eyes 
to glaucoma eye drops. In all, we saw over 900 people during the mission trip. I 
am hoping to go again next year. I hope you have an opportunity to come with. 
The dates for next year are January 16-24, 2021 or January 18—27, 2021. 

                                                                    ——Jacob Genthner , Mission 15  
 

This was my first trip to Sabana Yegua, Azua, Dominican Republic but hopefully 
not my last, God willing.  After speaking with Wilson on many occasions while still here in the 
States, I was comforted in my decision to take this trip as it is way, way out of my comfort zone. 

The Dominican people are so kind, patient and grateful for the eye clinic we put together.  We provid-
ed over 900 people in the Azua area with vision screening; near & far vision, plus optic camera & 
pressure point screening as well as a visit to the eye doctor, who then determined the proper course of 
action for each and everyone who walked through the doors. 

To see every volunteer work together side-by-side was awesome, young and old, some new like me 
and others who have been on all 15 missions.  We all were valuable in providing the services needed 
to help improve the lives of each client.  Imagine being 60 years old and first now getting a pair of 
glasses so your life is no longer a blur!!  That's powerful. 

The biggest memory I have is in church when Father Mike asked us volunteers to step up to the altar. 
Not knowing Spanish, but getting the gist from others,  he asked the community to bless us in our en-
deavors and keep us safe so we can help those in need.  A total humbling experience that I have never 
felt in my life.  There's something to be said about the power of people, this I witnessed that morn-
ing.  I played a very, very small role in this mission, but from all the hugs I received from the people 
of Sabana Yegua they didn't see it as that.   

So now that I'm a little bit more familiar with the process and operation of the eye clinic I plan on re-
turning and giving more of myself in the hopes we all can help more people in need. 

                                                                                                                  ——Patt Goerke, mission 15 

 Eye clinic reflections— 
 
  Since I was responsible for eye care after patients left the doctors, I had a chance to see almost 
all of the patients before they were given glasses.  I dilated an 80 year old man’s eyes to check for cat-
aracts.  He was so appreciative for the care shown him that gracias was not enough.  He will return 
next year for surgery.  This was the first  time that he had any eye care.  Before leaving, he was fitted 

with glasses and could see somewhat better. 
 
 Another patient was a 15 year old boy who needed medication 
for allergies.  I explained how to use the meds and told him I  had 
a 15 year old granddaughter.  He said, “Oh I see, and gave me a 
big hug.  His mother was behind him and gave me a big smile.  I 
am so grateful for the warmth of these people, and the genuineness 
of their hugs and hand shakes. 
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REFLECTION CONTINUED… 

 
 We had over 250 patients today.  The local doctor, Dr. Leady did minor surgery removing a splinter from 
a man’s eye.  I numbed the eye and she removed it with a suringe needle.  The patient thanked us all pro-
fusely for our help.  During the day our electricity went on and off and stayed off for quite a while.  During 
that time we learned how to be flexible working with flashlight and mirror.  Thank the Lord for helping me 
today and praying that we will be  able to do the same tomorrow 
 
 Today Fr. Mike introduced me to a lady who had lost her son in a bike accident two weeks earlier. I  
shared the loss of my granddaughter last May with her.  We shared a long embrace and a few tears of sad-
ness.  Even though we did not speak the same language, we shared that kindred spirit.  Also today  a lady 
remembered me from last year and didn’t need to look at my name tag to remember my name.  And I re-

membered  her as well.   
 
 There was an 83 year old man that I checked his eyes.  He had cata-
racts and was told that someone would schedule him for surgery for next 
year,  He looked at me and said, “It’s okay because I don’t know if I will 
be alive then.”  He was not upset because of the wait, but factual and res-
olute.  I hope all of the young people on this mission trip will carry these 
good works and pass them forward.  What great team effort by all.                            
——Paula Yurchak, Mission 15 

 

  
 There were so many lasting impressions that were reflected 
on the faces of our brothers and sisters in faraway Sebana 
Yegua.  One of my fondest memories was this picture of Mom 
and son both enjoying their new glasses and the vivid  
world-view that they provided! 
 

 
 

REMINDERS: 
 
__Save the date:  Fr. Mike will be in the Kenosha area  in early May and will join us for dinner!  Time and 
place TBD. 
                                                                        
__Mission 15 DVD:        

    https://youtu.be/LWzFyDUjkJU    Thanks Corinne for a great job! 

__Mission 16:   Tentative dates for Mission 16 will be  January 16—24, 2021 or January 18 –27, 2021.      

  Thanks to the people of Mission 15 who gave of their time, talent and funds to accomplish this   

      mission trip!   

  Muchas gracias amigos!                                                                ——Wilson                                           
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