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MISSION 13 REFLECTION
“The Church’s mission is enlivened by a spirituality
of constant exodus. We are challenged “to go forth from our
own comfort zone in order to reach all the peripheries in need
of the light of the Gospel” (Evangelii Gaudium, 20). The
Church’s mission impels us to undertake a constant pilgrimage across the various deserts of life, through the different
experiences of hunger and thirst for truth and justice. The
Church’s mission inspires a sense of constant exile, to make
us aware, in our thirst for the infinite, that we are exiles journeying towards our final home, poised between the “already”
and “not yet” of the Kingdom of Heaven.
. Mission reminds the Church that she is not an end unto herself, but a humble instrument and mediation of the Kingdom. A self-referential Church, one content with earthly success, is not the Church of Christ, his crucified and glorious
Body. That is why we should prefer “a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the
streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being
confined and from clinging to its own security” (ibid., 49).”

“The day will come
when after harnessing
space, the winds, the
tides and gravitation,
we will harness for
God the power of love.
And on that day, for
the second time in the
history of the world,

we humans will have
discovered fire.”
—-Tiethard de Chardin

—-Pope Francis, World Mission Sunday 2017
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MISSION 13 - JANUARY — 2018

Top—Group picture after our return from the Haitian border on Friday.
Bottom —Group picture after the “Thanksgiving” Mass on Sunday.
Check out the Mission 13 pictures posted on the bulletin board located at the church entrance.
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MISSION 13 — HOME BUILDING

Pictured above is the home of Noel and Rosalia family who live in the village of Canada
de Piedra, one of the smallest villages where the parish built the “Water Project” a few years
ago. The family has lived in a small room 12 feet by 15 feet, about the same size as the family we helped last year. Noel and Rosalie have six children ranging in age from 1-12 years of
age. Currently they pay rent for their house. Rosalia takes care of the children and Noel is a
hardworking father and husband who earns his living as a driver. When there is no work, he
works as a farm helper. He has long dreamed about a new home for his wife and family. A
while ago he was able to purchase a plot of land where he plans to build his dream house.

I met this family through the people who run the prenatal care program in the parish.
While I usually suggest we help families with children with disabilities, I think this family needs
a new home. They already have the land purchased in the nearby village of KM6. Their new
home needs to be a house of three rooms.
——Fr. Juan
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MISSION 13 CLINIC & SURGERIES
Eye surgeries, under the direction of Doctor Steve Slana, were held in the hospital in the nearby town
of Azua. Doctor Steve worked with the Mission 13 surgery team and a Dominican ophthalmologist. The
surgical team was made up of the following: Abbie Kim, Brandon Hoffman, Dr. Steve, and Anne
Wolfe. The Team arrived on Saturday and began their surgeries on Monday morning. By the time the
other members of Mission 13 had finished the eye clinic, the surgical team had completed 110 surgeries.
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The eye clinic, under the direction of Dr. Pat Niebrugge and Dominican Dr. Leidis, was open
for four very long days. During that time the team examined the eyes of 910 children and adults.
By Saturday afternoon 33% (over 300) pair of glasses needed to be made at a local lab, while most
of the other patients left the clinic with glasses. About 100 patients were scheduled for surgery
next year.
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HAITIAN MARKET
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MISSION FACES
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EDUCATION & NUTRITION CENTER

The La Sagrada Familia Education and Nutrition Centers have been established in some villages.
The pictures above were taken in Sabana Yegua, the largest village in the parish. Children are enrolled in the center when they are months old until age 5. The added educational and nutritional advantages enjoyed by the 150 children enrolled, have paid huge dividends as these children grow and
mature. Recent studies have shown that the education and food “jump-starts” have allowed these
children to excel both physically and educationally.

MISSION NEWS
Fr. Juan reported, in a recent email, that the total expense for Mission 13 ground costs were
$2400.36 less than we paid based mostly on a favorable rate of exchange between the dollar and the
peso. His email asked if we wanted the balance back so it could be divided among the thirty participants of Mission 13. When I asked if he had a specific use for the money, he mentioned that he
wanted to start a project that could be funded with the money. The project was to support a few
farmers who proposed to raise goats, that would provide work to support their families and the profits would be used by the parish to support the Education and Nutrition Centers already established.
(See the pictures above). The $2400.36 left over would be enough to fund this project.
I suggested that Fr. Juan use the money to fund this project. However, if anyone wants us to refund their share (approximate $80.00), I will send him/her/them a check for that amount. I’d ask that
you inform us by the end of March if you wish a refund.
On Ash Wednesday, the St. Mary Human Concerns Committee provided a “Simple Soup Supper”
to the parish as a way to begin the discipline of Lent. There was no cost to attend the meal, but
$183.00 was received in a “Good-will” collection. The total collected will be given to help support
this project proposed by Fr. Juan.
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MISSION REFLECTIONS
My job in the eye clinic is to fit and dispense glasses to the Dominican patients. If no
pair with the appropriate correction is available, then the patient must choose a frame and the
lenses will be made later in a lab.
My struggle with Spanish makes these transactions difficult. I can phonetically manage the phrases that relate this information, but you can imagine what that sounds like! Either I mispronounce words and the patient looks totally blank, or I somehow sound like a
Spanish speaker and the patient replies with rapid-fire story of her life! Or a recipe? Sorry,
“no comprende.” What to do!?
I started using exaggerated facial expressions and hand gestures. Wide eyes and a
smile showed that I approved of the frames they had chosen. Nods and the universal “OK”
worked well, too. But strangely, a hand gesture meant to indicate “sit here” was misinterpreted time and time again. Instead of taking a seat, many patients grabbed onto my hand
and started pumping it, or they pulled me close for a hug.
I love seeing how affectionate the Dominicans are with each other. Every greeting or
farewell is accompanied by a handshake, hug, kiss, or a combination of the above. We missioners were lucky to witness this natural affection. Even better, we were often on the receiving end of this warmth and love.
What began as a last ditch effort to communicate “sit here” became this American’s
accidental gesture of friendship and good will. I stopped making that misinterpreted motion
and instead offered an enthusiastic hand in friendship as I did my best to say “Siéntese, por
favor, Senora.”
----Peggy Concannon

As a first-time goer I kept an open mind as to what I would expect on this trip. Reflecting upon the trip I have to say I was pleasantly surprised. The amount of gratitude the
patients who came to the clinic showed made it worth it all. Working at the near site station
we would work down the lines to see how far they could see without glasses and once they
reached a point they could not see we would try various glasses in hopes of finding the correct pair that allowed for optimal vision. If I had to sum up my entire experience with one
story I would tell this one:

It was the second day of the clinic; the Spanish that I had learned 5 years ago was
starting to come back to me allowing me to interact with the patients more easily. A woman
in her mid-40s sat down and we exchanged greetings and asked how each other’s day was
going. Once we reached a line she could not see she gave me a puzzled look. I asked
“borrosso” meaning blurry. She said yes; so I gave her a pair of glasses I thought would
work best. The instant she put them on she declared Perfecto! Todo clearo! (Perfect, totally
clear) and read the very last line from start to finish. Her response was so exaggerated it
made my response exaggerated as well. As she got up to leave to go to the next station she
thanked us immensely with hugs, kisses, and smiles.
[continued on page 10]
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REFLECTIONS CONTINUED…
While this is only one story, I have many more very similar that made this trip all worth it. I
thank those who sponsored me and hope that next year I will be able to return with their help.
----Taylor Bergles
I was a rookie member of the Mission 13 trip to the Dominican Republic. Last summer I saw an
announcement in my church bulletin about the mission’s eye clinic, and my interest was piqued.
I have visited several developing countries – as a tourist viewing much of the countryside and its
inhabitants from a modern, air-conditioned bus, staying in nice hotels and often eating at cozy, out-ofthe-way restaurants. During the mission, I was able to get up close and personal with the Dominicans; I
stayed with a very welcoming host family, and most of our meals were buffet style at the mission. Quite
a rewarding difference!
The lessons learned from the people coming to the clinic will stay with me for a very long time.
Compared to us, the people have very little monetarily, but they have an amazing contentment many of
us lack. They are grateful for little things many of us never think about.
I enjoy doing volunteer work and have come to realize that I get the most satisfaction from volunteer work associated with a church. Although the clinic itself was not ‘religious,’ the prayer service in
the morning and the Mass in the evening were uplifting and a great start and end to the day. The Dominicans’ energy at Mass was contagious!
The mission staff and local Dominicans were very welcoming; they love to hug and be hugged!
They were so grateful for the glasses, rosaries, sunglasses and hats. Their smiles were big and sincere. I
definitely received just as many gifts from them!
----Diane Ingalsbe
I don’t know how often you have the opportunity to look someone closely in the eye, but do
you ever notice how if you look carefully, you can see your own reflection in their eye? I had the opportunity to participate in this year’s Mission to La Sagrada Familia to help with the Vision clinic that is
run there every year. My job was to take the pressure of the eyes of the patients. Each and every patient
that I saw, I looked into their eyes to take their reading, and I saw my reflection. The thing about a reflection is that once you walk away, the image fades and is no longer there. I sometimes feel the same
about mission work; after I return home and my work is done, the impact that I make on that community
goes home with me, just as my reflection faded from the eyes of the patients as they moved to the next
station at the clinic. What I always seem to forget, is that by showing the love of Christ to the people I
am there to serve, and by offering them the gift of clear sight – in some cases for the first time in their
lives – I do make a more lasting impression than a reflection.

I was, in some small way, able to help the people of Sebana Yegua and neighboring communities, not only to see the world around them, but also to see that they are loved and cared for in the body
of Christ. James says “Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone
who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets
what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues
in it – not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it – they will be blessed in what they do.” (1: 2325)
My blessing from this trip was seeing the impact that is being made by the people of La Sagrada
Familia on their local community, and feeling the love and the gratitude of the people who are more
lasting impression for the kingdom of God than a reflection in their eyes.
----Andrew Martin
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MISSION PROGRAMS
MICRO-LOAN REPORT:
A number of years ago, the parish began looking for ways to supplement family income so that
more families could become self-sustaining. The parish bakery, located on the parish grounds, began
over 8 years ago for that purpose. Today six people work in the bakery which supplements their family income. Some of the bread baked in the bakery is given to the children in the Education and Nutrition centers. This provides food for the centers and some profit for the parish.
Four years ago, a mission traveler gave “seed” money to Fr. Juan to begin a micro-loan program
for parish families. This program allows a family member to borrow a small amount of money and
invest it to start a home business. After the business is “up and running,” the money is repaid and Fr.
Juan loans it out to another parish family. Each year we receive a report highlighting how the program is working.
This is the Mission 13 report: Miledy Suero is a 64 year old who has spent her life selling charcoal. She buys big sacks of charcoal and then sells small amounts to others out of her home. She got
a micro-loan and built a small room to store the charcoal that she continued to sell, and she also began
selling some fried fast food. Her loan of $125.00 has allowed her to improve her charcoal business
and begin selling food. Loaning her money from the parish allowed her to borrow at very low interest and not force her to borrow from a high rate payday lender.

NEW WATER PROJECT— NUMBER 2:

Pictured above are meetings held in the villages of Barrera and Mordan with a total population of
2400 people. These meetings were held to improve the agriculatural options in these villages.
Currently, they make money
by cutting down trees to produce charcoal.
This has
damaged the soil and has not
provided a good source of
income for the people. What
is needed is a more diverse
agricultural plan that would
provide a better return from
the soil. To accomplish this
change, water will be needed
to support a new variety of
crops that will grow in the soil and not require the amount of water currently required for planting
plantains.
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This is a google earth link that shows the area. The satellite photo is
helpful to compare land usage in the area including forests and agricultural plots. Click on the link below to see a wider view of the area.
https://earth.app.goo.gl/PQius

It is nice to think of bringing productivity to underdeveloped land by
the use of life giving water compared to the thought of a continued
struggle to force the land to produce enough crops to adequately support village families. Without changing current agricultural practices, the
soil will not produce crops and the farmers will continue to gain little
from their daily labor.

We all saw the importance of the water project finished a few years ago to those who live in
the small village of Altagracia that we visited this year. Readily available water provides an easier
lifestyle for villagers and allows them to grow a diverse crop to better sustain their families. To make
this change, a water reservoir, a green house and new crops like grapes, passion fruit, lemons and papayas will be needed.
Over the last five years, contributions for each of the last 5 mission trips have generated more
financial support than each mission trip required. At this time we are able to offer another stipend to
help fund this new water project. This is the project that Fr. Juan has decided is most needed in his
parish. With his support, the mission committee has decided to contribute funds to support this water
project.
We have been grateful for the many generous mission friends, family members and parishioners who have continued to financially support our yearly mission trips to our sister parish. Helping to
fund this project is essential to the agricultural success of these villages, and will allow Fr. Juan to
begin work on the project, allowing future mission travelers a chance to view the impact of this effort.
We will feature pictures that highlight progress as this project takes shape, and Fr. Juan will keep us
posted as to the progress being made.
Again, thanks to so many generous people who continue to support our efforts to work with
the priests and people of La Sagrada Familia, Holy Family Parish, our second home!

RECENT DOMINICAN/HAITIAN CONCERNS:
You may remember the incident experienced by those who rode the bus back to the parish
center after visiting the Dominican/Haitian border. Soldiers stopped the bus near Sebana Yegua asking to see the passports for everyone on the bus. This incident had never happened before. Fr. Juan
had to talk to the soldiers to convince them that showing passports was not necessary. It was obvious
that tensions between Dominicans and Haitians had dramatically increased.
Recently a violent episode erupted in Sebana Yegua. Some Dominicans broke into the home
of Haitians and burned furniture and other household items. This incident illustrates the strained relations between Dominicans and Haitians living in the parish. Fr. Juan sent this message: (continued
on P. 13)
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“It has been a rough few weeks and I have taken action with the DA office in Azua to try to bring to justice
those who committed crimes against the Haitians in the parish. We are working on that and I hope the local authorities act on that. Thank you for your prayers and concern.”
Below are pictures that reflect some of the damage. We all hope and pray that through the leadership of Fr.
Juan and Fr. Estabon, anger will soften and harmony and justice will regain a caring attitude between Dominicans and Haitians.

REMINDERS:
__It is not too late to send in your reflection. Keep them coming!
__Be sure to share pictures. Here is Corinne’s drop box location: cdillon1@wi.rr.com
__Dominican coffee is available at the St. Mary Church scrip table after Masses each weekend.
__Save the date: Fr. Juan will be in the Kenosha area on Friday, May 4, 2018 and will join us for dinner!
Time and place TBD.
__Mission 13 DVD: Corinne has completed the Mission 13 DVD. Click on the link below and enjoy.
https://youtu.be/T0_uzHcSFrw Thanks Corinne for a great job!

__Suitcases:
We have accumulated a number of suitcases over the last few years. Are you missing a suitcase? If so, come to the church office and check to see if your suitcase is part of our collection!
__Mission 14:

Tentative dates for Mission 14 will be January 7th or 8th—16 or 17, 2019!

Thanks to the people of Mission 13 who gave of their time, talent and funds to accomplish this mission effort!
Muchas gracias amigos!

——Wilson
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