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Update on Coronavirus in the Dominican Republic  

and La Sagrada Familia Parish  
 

 
 
UPDATED: Read about our La Sagrada Familia team's continued efforts in response to needs created by 
the coronavirus in the Dominican Republic: 

https://www.archmil.org/…/Update-Coronavirus-and-La-Sagrada… 
 

https://www.archmil.org/offices/world-mission/Update-Coronavirus-and-La-Sagrada-Familia-Parish.htm?fbclid=IwAR1HV9o_sUhFDAX59TVpDmrCQFmKxf8LUFE3IWJorENaiazR9It7PYUk3Ag


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW— 
 
The history of the Spanish Island of Hispanola and especially the Country of the Dominican Repub-

lic is where we meet fascinating cultures on this side of the Atlantic. Father Esteban makes a pleas-

ant and brief recount, without prejudice to the history of the island. It is a book that is quickly read 

and provides a lot of information that is easy to assimilate. Fr. Esteban  produces this historical refer-

ence as a result of his experience and work with the Dominican people. The author is the former pas-

tor of the La Sagrada Familia Parish in the province of Azua, and as an historian, is interested in 

sharing the facts without underhanded political or social agendas in his narration. The reader will 

find this book with a narration and perspective of the facts that may not be found in any other history 

book about the island. I recommend this Dominican Republic reference book. 

.                                                                                                                            ——Fr. Juan Manuel 
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EXCELLENCE REFERENCE FOR MISSION TRAVELERS 

TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  

 The “Círculo Rojo” Publishing house, has just published “El Fscinante Origen de la República Do-
minicana” (The fascinating Origin of the Dominican Republic”) by Esteve (Esteban) Redolad. 

The book combines historical rigor with a dynamic and entertaining reading. It might be of interest 
for all Dominicans, for those interested in this wonderful country, and for those who like history, 
especially Spanish colonization, slavery and Latin-American emancipation. 

The book intends to relativize some myths, which, as in all national narratives makes of "us" inevi-
tably the good guys and "the others" the bad ones. 

The book can be purchased in printed format at Amazon, Casa del Libro and the Círculo Rojo Pub-
lishing House and in digital format at the Casa del Libro, Agapea and El Corte Inglés. Congratula-
tions Fr. Esteban! 



DEACON DIMINGO HA S WHEELS 
 

 
 During our Mission 15 visit to our sister parish, 
some of us met the newly ordained deacon for LSF 
Parish.  Deacon Domingo Perdomo Castro and his 
wife Belkis live in the village of Proyecto 4 not far 
from the rectory and chapel in Sabana Yegua. He 
was ordained on September 22, 2018.   Recently he 
and I assisted Fr. Mike Wolfe at Mass for about 100 
prisoners in the nearby prison.  Fr. Mike has begun 
a prison reform group who meet regularly to study 
Scripture and have committed themselves to live a 
spiritual lifestyle.  Those who have done so wear a t 
shirt like the one I am wearing in the picture below 
with Deacon Domingo. About 30 inmates who 
gathered for Mass proudly wore their brown t 

shirts. 

 Deacon Domingo is the chaplain for the prison, leads cate-
chetical groups in the parish, and assists in various Eucharistic 
celebrations. He is not able to increase his diaconal activities 
because he has no transportation but must rely on Fr. Mike to 
bring him to functions.   

 Fr. Mike suggested that if Deacon Domingo could get a 
motor scooter, he could be of much greater help to the parish. 
The cost of a scooter, in U.S. funds is about $1425.00.  At a 
recent meeting of the St. Mary Human Concerns Committee, 
members had already contributed $800.00 toward the purchase 
of the motor scooter.  

 I was certain that other mission members would have helped with the purchase of the scooter, 
but with the help of Deacon Mike Chimielewski, Associate Director of Deacon Services, who pro-
moted this appeal among Milwaukee area deacons, the balance of funds needed to purchase the 
scooter were contributed.  We all knew that a motor scooter would be very helpful in allowing 
Deacon Domingo to be of greater assistance to Fr, Mike. Recently, I received information that 
Deacon Domingo had received his scooter.  Click on the link below to watch his thank-you re-
sponse. 

                                                            https://youtu.be/4F90I9AkfgI 

 MISSION 15 FINAL DATA: 

 CLINIC DATA:                 SURGERY DATA: 

 Total patients examined = 911*           Cataract = 65 

 Total patients receiving glasses = 630          Pterygium = 27 

 Total patients who had glasses ordered for them = 136 

 Total patients that did not receive  glasses nor had them ordered = 145 

 Total patients examined who needed surgery.  Some for whom glasses would not improve their 
 vision:   * Clinic patients also received eye meds, sunglasses and hats. 

  Cataracts = 76  Pterygiums = 28   Glaucoma = 32 

https://youtu.be/4F90I9AkfgI


 

NEWS FROM OUR SISTER PARISH 

 Before the mission group left La Sagrada Familia last January, we had set mission 16 travel   
dates for 2021.  Group one would travel from January  16-24, 2021 and group two, from January 18
-27, 2021.   However, that was before the world had experienced the impact of the COVID 19 pan-
demic.  Based on current health projections, it is impossible to determine now if these dates are via-
ble.  We will wait as this health crisis developes in the months to come to determine if Mission 16 
can travel as planned. 

 Recently the Archdiocese of Milwaukee announced that by September 1, 2020, Father Javier 
Cuativa will be transferred from shared pastor of St. Lucy, Racine and St. Sebastian, Sturtevant to 
administrator of La Sagrada Familia Parish in the Dominican Republic.  Fr. Mike Wolfe, the cur-
rent pastor of La Sagrada Familia, will be transferred to Bogota Colombia at the same time.  We 
wish both Fr, Javier and Fr. Mike well in their new assignments. 

 We had planned a dinner with Fr. Mike  this spring, but again because of health issues, travel 
was not possible.  If Fr. Mike is able to travel any time soon, we will attempt to schedule a dinner 
with him. 

 From Dolores Puertolas—La Sagrada Familia 

 I hope you are doing well during this strange and difficult time of COVID-19. I pray to God that 
your families are safe and that he gives you his strength throughout this time.  One good thing for 
me is that I have been able to devote some time to those pending things that have been on my desk 
for a long time. One is the following:  During our last eye clinic I was telling Wilson about the 
Community of Saint Paul´s blog and we agreed that he would give me all your mail addresses to 
send you this message. 

 So, with this communication I´d like to let you know that the Community of Saint Paul has a 
blog where we share some news of the Community that come from Bolivia, Ethiopia, Mexico, Co-
lombia, DR or the US and also some reflections. We try to post news once every week or two. The 
blog is both in Spanish and English.  

 If you want to have a look at it and maybe subscribe, go to the link below. Just a comment, 
please subscribe to weekly, since quarterly is not working . 

http://comsp.org/news  The subscription is at the end of the page. 

And if you want  to know a bit more of our current time in the DR, you can read my post : 

http://comsp.org/news/en_US/2020/04/29/0002/covid-19-and-nancy-s-big-hug 

 God´s blessings and thanking you again for your solidarity with our people here in the DR. 

  

 “Sing to the Lord a new song.—-not a melody, not words.  It is the song of our life, it is al-
lowing our life to be identified with that of Jesus Christ, it is sharing his sentiments, his 
thoughts, his actions.  And the life of Jesus is a life for others.  It is a life of service.” 

                                                 ——Pope Francis 

Blessings, 
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