
  St. James 

St. Mary MOUNT Carmel 

  Parishes 

453 S. Main St.  P.O. Box 280  
Amherst, WI 54406 

715-824-3455 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  
8:30 am to 12:00 pm  

Parish Website: sjsmmcc.weconnect.com    

myparishapp.com/download 

 -- Senior Priest, Fr. Bob Pedretti --  

Sunday, December 20, 2020 

Christmas Mass Intentions 

Thursday, December 24th, 4:00 PM  @ SJ—Jenny Chandler 

Friday, December 25th, 9:30 AM @ SM—Special Intention of MS 

Weekend Mass Intentions 

Saturday, December 26th, 4:00 PM  @ SJ—Irene & Harry Hintz 

Sunday, December 27th, 9:30 AM @ SM—Jacqueline Modrzewski 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you or a loved one is in need of the 
Anointing Sacrament especially before a hospital procedure please 
contact the office for an Anointing.  

CONTACTS FOR PRAYER CHAIN: Laurie plhintz5@gmail.com,  
Darlene  715-592-4443, Barb  715-824-3649.  

Office: 
Tina Maves 
PH: 715-824-3455 
catholiccentral54406@gmail.com 
Send your Ambo announcements 
into office via email by Wednesday  
 

DRE/Parish Life Coordinator:  
Ann Hemmy 
PH: 715-316-7056 
sjsmdre.plc@gmail.com 
 

Bookkeeper:  
Yvette Shulfer  
sjsmbkkpr@gmail.com 
 

Bulletin: 
bulletininfo06@gmail.com  
Please send your request via email by 
midnight Sunday. Please refrain to a 
maximum of 100 words and in a word 
document. 

Parish Staff 

 Church Councils 
Finance Council 

Doll, Mark, SM 
Forseth, Mark SJ 
Patoka, Gilbert   - Term 
Completed SM 
Stratton, Sharon SJ 
Trzebiatowski, Sandy SJ  

Pastoral Council                   

Borski, Cindi SM  
Lea, Shawn  SM 
Piesik, Steve SM     
Zinda, Judy  SM 
Juris, Michael  SJ  
Shulfer, Michelle SJ 

Randy  Kwiatkowski—Term Completed SJ  

 
 
 

Committees Chairperson Co-chairs 
 

Family Life: Laura Gould & Tiffany Ostrowski  

Sacred Worship: Judi Marquard &  

                              Barb Groholski  

Social Concerns: Pat Zielinski and  

                              Laura Trzebiatowski-Przekurat  

Education:  TBA 

Stewardship:  TBA 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “All the Christmas presents in the world 
are worth nothing without the presence of Christ."  David Jeremiah 

“You can never truly enjoy Christmas until you can look up into the 
Father’s face and tell him you have received his Christmas gift.”  
John R. Rice 

DID YOU KNOW…. Jesus was born in order to pay the price for 
the things we have done wrong: sin. God sent his only Son to be 
the atonement for all our sins so that we would not be separated 
from God.  Without Jesus, we would all die for our sins. We inherit-
ed our sin nature from the first human beings God created, Adam 
and Eve.  While being fully God and yet fully man, Jesus came into 
the world as an infant to save us all. 

"The very purpose of Christ's coming into the world was that he 
might offer up his life as a sacrifice for the sins of men. He came to 
die. This is the heart of Christmas." -Rev. Billy Graham  

One Quiet Night, Salvation came as a Little Baby Boy. 
May we forever Honor this Incredible Gift. 
May you be blessed with the Glory of God 

this Christmas and Always. 
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Stewardship 

     a way of living 

St. James        

WEEKLY INFO 
Weekend of 

    
Dec. 13th 

Contributions Received  $              1,472    

Contributions Budget $              3,430     

                    1,958    

MONTH, YEAR-TO-DATE 
November 

 Current Year 
to Date 

 Prior Year 
to Date 

2020 
 July 2020– 
Nov. 2020  

 July 2019–  
Nov. 2019  

Contributions Received  $             10,099 $            67,025 $           65,370 

Contributions Budget  $            14,578  $            72,890  

    $            (4,479) $             (5,865)   

St. Mary of Mt Carmel        

WEEKLY INFO 
Weekend of 

    
Dec. 13th 

Contributions Received  $              4,604    

Contributions Budget  $              3,564     

    $             (1,040)     

MONTH, YEAR-TO-DATE 
November 

Current Year 
to Date 

 Prior Year 
to Date 

2020 
 Jul 2020-    
Nov. 2020  

 July 2019–  
Nov. 2019  

Contributions Received  $             10,536 $             51,005 $            54,928 

Contributions Budget  $            15,148  $             75,740  

                 ($4,612)              ($24,735)  

 

Christmas & 

New Year's 

Mass Schedule 

Dec. 24, 2020 -- St. James 4:00 pm 

(Christmas Hymns will be played 

30 minutes prior to Mass) 

Dec. 25, 2020 -- St. Mary's 9:30 am 

(Christmas Hymns will be played 30 minutes prior to 

Mass) 

December 31, 2020 -- St. James 4:00 pm 

with Confession at 3:00 pm 

December 31, 2020 -- All Night Adoration at St. Mary's 

begins at 5:10 pm 

January 1, 2021 -- 9:30 am Mass at St. Mary's  

Adoration concludes with Benediction after the Mass 

CHRISTMAS  PRAYER 
Dear Lord, as we prepare for your coming,  

let us reflect on the Journey your earthly parents took. 

They were tired and alone, 

yet there was no room for them at the inn.  

There was no one to lend a helping hand.   

Lord, help us to recognize those who may need 

our help or love this Christmas.   

Let us pray for those who have none, 

we pray that those without loved ones  

will still share in the season’s blessings.  

We especially pray for those 

who feel forgotten and unloved.   

Lord, help us to see with your eyes, 

serve with your hands,  

and to give of the talents and treasure 

you have blessed us with.   

We beg you, O Lord, to stretch forth your paternal arms  

to anyone feeling pains of loneliness or sadness 

this Christmas season.  

Please bring them into your love and peace.  

 In Jesus’ Name, Amen 

Sacred Worship Committee 

Christmas Mass  - Limited Seating: Christmas Day 9:30am at 

St. Mary. Due to the 25% church capacity people wishing to 

attend Mass in the church need to sign up. Please call the 

parish office 715-824-3455.  Seating is limited and is on a first 

call basis. Please note the St. James 4:00pm Mass in church is 

full, however it will be broadcast in the parking lot as well. There 

 

2020-2021 DAA Update 
Thank you to all who have contributed so far to the 
Diocesan Annual Appeal. Please remember the DAA 
in your year-end contribution planning.  You can 
contribute to the DAA on-line at https://diolc.org/
donate-online/ or by returning the form you received 
in the mail.  

Please contact the office 
with questions. 
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Parish News… 

THE TRUTH OF CHRISTMAS: “At Christmas we contemplate God 
made man, divine glory hidden beneath the poverty of a Child 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger, the Creator of 
the Universe reduced to the helplessness of an infant.  Once we 
accept this paradox, we discover the Truth that sets us free and the 
Love that transforms our lives.”  Pope Emeritus Benedict  

ADVENT PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH WEEK: Dear Jesus, may 
the light of your love always shine in our hearts.  As Christmas 
draws closer, we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love 
transform every aspect of our lives and touch everyone we encoun-
ter.  Our hearts are open to you, Jesus.  Amen. 

MASKS & SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRED IN CHURCH: 
In accordance with Bishop Callahan’s letter to the clergy, the follow-
ing must be adhered to at St. James & St. Mary: Allowing only 25% 
capacity of our churches while maintaining social distancing of a 
minimum of 6 feet between people not living in the same household. 
Social distancing must be adhered to while going up for communion 
as well as when exiting the church. Please no gathering in the isles 
or other areas of the church. Face coverings must be worn by all 
individuals, 5 years and older, present within our Churches and of-
fice spaces or attending any function associated with the ministry of 
the Diocese of La Crosse.  

2021 CONTIRBUTION ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE: If you are 
unable to pick up your SM envelopes from SM church call the office 
715-824-3455 or email sjsmbkkpr@gmail.com. Please make sure 
that as of 1-1-2021 you discard any unused envelopes from 2020. 

The January/February Editions of Word Among Us are here and 
ready to be picked up at St. Mary of Mount Carmel and St. James. 

Scrip Gift Cards News 

St James - Nov. Gift Card Sales totaled $6,495 earning $279.74  

St Mary - Nov. Gift Card Sales totaled $5,900 earning $253.38  

SJ Scrip Cards Available!   Cards can be purchased during normal 
office hours at the Church office or by calling Hydie Laidlaw at 715-
347-3544 to place an order. 

SMMC Scrip Cards Available!   Call Pat Zielinski at 715-824-3762 to 
place an order and arrange delivery.  

SJ & SMMC On-line / ShopWithScrip Gift Cards Available!   Contact 
Sandy Trzebiatowski at sjsmscrip@gmail.com or 
call 715-824-3660. 
Thank you to everyone participating in Gift Card Sales.  It is an easy 
way to support our Parishes. There is still time to buy gift cards for 
Christmas gifts, please contact Hydie, Pat or Sandy for more info. 

Food Donations: Jesus said: “For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink. Whatever you did for one 
of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Due to Covid 19 re-
strictions, we are not able to do a food collection in our Parishes. 
The SJ and SMMC Social Concerns Committee ask that you consid-
er making a direct donation to one of our area food pantries during 
this Advent season: Tomorrow River Area Community Kitchen 
(TRACK) 293 South Main St, Amherst, WI  54406. Operation Boot-
strap 5000 Heffron Street, Stevens Point, 54481. Interfaith Food 
Pantry PO Box 72, Plover, WI 54467. Your donation will help feed 
the hungry families in our area!   

“RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH JESUS AND MARY” – Jan 1st is 
the Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God & Mary’s heartfelt 
desire is to lead all of us closer to her son Jesus.  What better way 
to begin the New Year then to spend time with Our Lord Jesus and 
His most blessed Mother.   Make plans to attend our all-night ADO-
RATION to ‘Ring in the New Year with Jesus and Mary’.  Adoration 
will begin at St. Mary’s at 5:00 pm on Dec. 31 & will conclude with 
Benediction following the 9:30 am Mass on Jan.1.  Sign-up sheets 
are available at St. James and St. Mary’s or you may call Judi at 
715-824-2047 to sign up.  Let this be your personal time with 
Christ.  Sitting before the Blessed Sacrament will draw you nearer to 
Jesus and His infinite love and mercy.  All are welcome.  St. John 
Paul II tells us, ‘This is the wonderful truth, my dear friends:  The 
Word, which became flesh two thousand years ago is present today 
in the Eucharist.’ 

54-Day ‘Coming Home for Christmas Rosary Novena’ with Relevant 
Radio:  Join Relevant Radio in praying for loved ones who have 
fallen away from their faith, in hopes that they will come home.  Dur-
ing this 54-day novena, which ends on Dec. 24th – The first 27days, 
we ask Our Lord to hear our prayers & in the second 27 days, we 
offer thanksgiving to Our Lord for answered prayers. Tune in to Rel-
evant Radio 93.9 FM, online at relevantradio.com, or Father Rocky’s 
Facebook page and join Father Rocky and thousands of others 
praying this special rosary novena at 7:00 pm daily.   

LEARNING & UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE & TRUTHS OF OUR 
CATHOLIC FAITH: There are two great opportunities online to learn 
& understand the bible.  What is the Bible, where does it come from, 
& what is its purpose?  What is God’s message for us?  If you have 
a desire to grow in your knowledge of the Bible, check out the fol-
lowing:  stpaulcenter.com – Click upper right ‘Log In’, then enter:                                                             
Email:  sjsmevangelization@gmail.com  --  Password: WeBelieve  -- 
Click on Bible Studies (upper left), then click on Video Studies, scroll 
down to Genesis to Jesus or whichever study you would like and 
click on the blue “Watch Now” button to begin & let the Bible come 
alive to you.  
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration -- To sign up for 
Fr. Mike Schmitz’s New Podcast, ‘The Bible In A Year’.   Father 
Mike will be using The Great Adventure Bible Timeline learning sys-
tem, a groundbreaking approach to understanding Salvation History 
developed by renowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins.   

Diocese News… 
Preparing for Christmas: Please take some time to prepare spiritual-
ly for the birth of our Savior. You are invited to watch one (or all) of 
the presentations for the Advent Mission. The theme is “Preparing 
for the Birth of the Christ Child through the Eyes of St. Joseph.” The 
presentations are available at diolc.org/advent. The length of the 
talks are 30-40 minutes with discussion questions available.  

March for Life: – Jan. 2 in Madison, Jan. 29 in Washington, D.C. 
While the Diocese of La Crosse is not taking pilgrims to the March 
for Life this year, you can choose to participate in the March for Life 
in Madison on Jan. 2 or the march in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 29. 
For more information on both, visit prolifewi.org/marchforlife. If you 
plan to attend the March for Life in Madison, please email 
cruff@diolc.org or crogers@diolc.org and we will discuss a rendez-
vous point for pilgrims from our diocese  
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Upcoming... 

Missing Daily Mass? Need more help getting into the 
Christmas spirit during this difficult time? Here are 3 
more great Daily Advent Reflections choices to help 
you prepare for Christmas. Choose from one of the 
following  

Chris Stefanick – Unshakeable Joy -- Sign up for a 
FREE 26-day Advent retreat with Chris Stefanick and 
Cardinal Cantalamessa. With 26 days of joy-filled 
videos and daily reflections, made specifically to fit your 
busy schedule, we know that YOU can unlock the 
secret to Unshakeable Joy TODAY. Go to 
coaching.reallifecatholic.com/unshakeable-joy to 
register for FREE. 

Bishop Robert Barron – Daily Gospel Reflections -- 
Sign up for free daily reflections by Bishop Barron by 
going to: adventreflections.com/  

Matthew Kelley – Dynamic Catholic with Daily 
Gospel Reflections -- Sign up for free video 
meditations on the Gospel Reading for each day of 
Advent. Go to dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-
ever 

For more information, please go to our parish website 
https://sjsmmcc.weconnect.com/ and click on the Daily 
Advent Reflections link  

St. Maximilian Kolbe Church is Hiring: For the 
following part-time positions: Parish Secretary (15 to 20 
hours/week), Financial Secretary(2-4 hours/week), and 
Church Cleaner (flexible/varies). If you are interested, 
please contact the parish office for more information. 
Resumes can be submitted to St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic Church, 8611 State Hwy 54, Almond, WI 
54909. 715-824-3380 

An Invitation to Participate in the Holiday Basket 
Project: Support of the Holiday Basket project by 
people in Portage County has been outstanding. This 
project matches basket sponsors with people who have 
many needs at holiday time. Please consider becoming 
a sponsor as a family or with friends. We are in need of 
sponsors to help make this holiday a happier time for 
those less fortunate. If you are interested, please 
contact the Holiday Basket office at (715) 344-9950 or 
email at: holiday.basket.pc@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Save the Date! January 30 – Pro-Life Virtual Afternoon 
of Reflection: “Walking with Mom’s in Need” Some 
people accuse pro-lifers of caring only about the child in 
the womb and not women in need. Not true at all, as 
you will see from this virtual afternoon of reflection on 
January 30, 2021, with keynote speaker Bob Perron, 
Executive Director of JMJ Pregnancy Center in 
Orlando, FL. You will also hear about the fourteen 
Pregnancy Care Centers in the Diocese of La Crosse 
and what you can do to help one near you. This 
afternoon of reflection will have broad appeal for 

Faith Formation... 

Returning and New Families: 

Registration forms for the 2020-2021 

are available on the St. James/St. Mary website  

https://sjsmmcc.weconnect.com/ 

click on Faith Formation CCD forms. Please com-

plete the form and mail it along with your fee of 

$50 per child to: 

St. James/St. Mary Parishes 

P.O. Box 280 

Amherst, WI 54406 

Thank you! 

CCD – Digital Classes 

Registered CCD families with children in grades 

1-8 the digital program from Sophia Institute is up 

and running. Each week a new session is un-

locked.  Please use the information that has been 

emailed to you for you and your child to log in.  

Registered CCD families with children in grades 9 

and 10, use the password that has been emailed 

to you to log in to your Ascension account. 

All registered families, please check your email 

account that was listed on your child’s registration 

form daily for all CCD updates and your invitation 

to Zoom classes.  
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