
  St. James 

St. Mary MOUNT Carmel 

  Parishes 

453 S. Main St.  P.O. Box 280  
Amherst, WI 54406 

715-824-3455 

-- Fr. Jerzy Rebacz --  
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  
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Parish Website: sjsmmcc.weconnect.com    

myparishapp.com/download  

Sunday, December 19th, 2021 

Mission Statement: 
We, the stewards of St. James and St. Mary Mount Carmel Parishes 

in the Diocese of LaCrosse, strive to live as disciples of Christ. 

Vision Statement: 
As Parishioners of St. James and St. Mary Mount Carmel Parishes, 

we are called as stewards to celebrate the presence of Christ in our life as 
we worship together in prayer, in liturgy and in the Sacraments. We endeavor 

to strengthen our Catholic faith and Christian service as individuals, 
as families, and as a parish community as we seek to spread the teachings of Christ 

through our words, through our witness, and through our actions. 

Christmas Prayer 
Dear Lord, as we prepare for your coming, let us reflect 
on the Journey your earthly parents took. They were 
tired and alone, yet there was no room for them at the 
inn. There was no one to lend a helping hand. Lord, 
help us to recognize those who may need our help or 
love this Christmas. Let us pray for those who have 
none, we pray that those without loved ones will still 
share in the season's blessings. We especially pray for 
those who feel forgotten and unloved. Lord, help us to 
see with your eyes, serve with your hands, and to give 
of the talents and treasure you have blessed us with. 
We beg you, O Lord, to stretch forth your paternal 
arms to anyone feeling pains of loneliness or sadness 
this Christmas season.  Please bring them into your 
love and peace. In Jesus' Name.                                 Amen 

Weekday Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, December 21st, 8:15 AM @ SJ 
 ............................................................ Father Bob Pedretti 
Wednesday, December 22nd, 8:15 AM @ SM 
 ...................................................... Jacqueline Modrzewski 
Thursday, December 23rd, 8:15 AM @ SM 
 .......................................................... Michael J Skrepenski 
Christmas Mass Intentions 
Friday, December 24th, 4:00 PM @ SJ 
 .................................................................. Robert Groshek 
Friday, December 24th, 10:00 PM @ SM 
 .................................................... Michael & Emily Wierzba 
Saturday, December 25th, 10:00 AM @ SJ 
 .................................................... Fr Bob & Fr Ray Pedretti 
Weekend Mass Intentions 
Sunday, December 26th, 8:30 AM @ SJ 
 ...................................... Parishioners of Our Two Parishes 
Sunday, December 26th, 10:30 AM @ SM 
 ...................................................................... Carl Adamski 

ADORATION: 
St. Mary: First Thursday of the month after morning Mass. 

St. James: First Friday of the month after morning Mass; Third Sunday of the Month from 4:00-6:00 PM 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
After weekday Masses at respective Church. Saturday at 3:30 PM at St. James. 

Sunday after 10:30 AM Mass at St. Mary. PARISH RECONCILIATION DAY: December 20th, 6:30pm-St. Mary 
(Leave a note in Sacristy for Father before Mass if you wish to go to Confessions after Mass) 



 

2022 Contribution 
Envelope Boxes 

The 2022 Contribution Envelope Boxes are available 
for pick-up this weekend.  For St James parishioners, 
the boxes are located in the Gathering Space. For 
St Mary parishioners, the boxes are located in the St 
Joseph’s Room. In 2022, we are providing a box of 
contribution envelopes to all parish members that 
have contributed over the last 3 years. This includes a 
box of envelopes for our online givers as well. We 
want to ensure that all parishioners have an 
awareness of any and all special offerings that may 
arise through-out the calendar year. Please pick up 
your 2022 contribution envelopes after Mass. 

 

SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

We will be having a Spiritual Retreat this weekend 
at both St. James & St Mary of Mount Carmel 
Masses. Our special guest speaker is Mother Agnes 
of the Seraphic Adorers of the Child Jesus. We are 
grateful for the time she will be spending with our 
parish community. 
 

The 2021-2022 Diocesan Annual Appeal (DAA) 
for both St. James and St. Mary of Mt. Carmel is 
underway.  

Our parishes have done a terrific job supporting 
the Diocesan Annual Appeal. THANK YOU!!  
All dollars received in excess of the target amount 
are returned directly to our parishes. 

Stewardship 
            a way of living 

Target Actual 

  Dollars $21,580 $12,960

  % of Dollars 100.0% 60.1%

  # of Donors 252 48

  % of Donors 100.0% 19.0%

  Dollars $28,470 $19,960

  % of Dollars 100.0% 70.1%

  # of Donors 325 50

  % of Donors 100.0% 15.4%

  St Mary of

 Mt Carmel

  St James

St. James Contributions

Received $3,248

Budget $3,430

($182)

Month of 

Nov 2021

 

Jul 2021-

Nov 2021 

 

 Jul 2020-

Nov 2020 

Received $17,658 $62,170 $67,234

Budget $14,578 $72,890

$3,080 ($10,720)

St. Mary of Mt Carmel Contributions

Received $5,002

Budget $3,564

$1,438

Month of 

Nov 2021

 

Jul 2021-

Nov 2021 

 

 Jul 2020-

Nov 2020 

Received $16,144 $60,875 $51,005

Budget $15,148 $75,740

$996 ($14,865)

Week Ending December 12, 2021

Week Ending December 12, 2021

Scrip Gift Cards 
SMMC SCRIP UPDATE: 
Scrip Gift Cards are on sale this weekend.  Do 
you need a last minute Christmas gift?  Call Pat 
Zielinski at 715-824-3762 to find out what gift 
cards are available.  Our next sales will be on 
January 2

nd
 and January 16

th
. Thank you to 

everyone who supports our gift card program!  

ST. JAMES SCRIP CARDS: 
Scrip will be sold this weekend at St. James after 
the Saturday evening and 8:30 mass on Sunday. 
Scrip cards are great options to use as 
Christmas gifts – only 1 weekend left to shop, 
so be sure to get your order in ASAP for the best 
selection.  Stop by the parish office during office 
hours or check out all the options we have after 
the mass. Contact Hydie Laidlaw at 
715-347-3544 for more information.  

Please contact Hydie Laidlaw or Pat Zielinski 
for more information. 



 

 

 
 

 

Parish News… 
Parish Reconciliation Day 

Monday, December 20 
December 20th  6:30pm  

St. Mary Mount Carmel 

A MARY CHRISTMAS: 
During Advent and throughout the Christmas 
season the Church's liturgy repeatedly draws our 
attention to Mary. In late Advent we hear the 
gospel of the Annunciation and of Mary's visit to 
Elizabeth. On Dec. 8, we celebrate the Solemnity 
of the Immaculate Conception. From the first 
moment of her existence, God preserved Mary 
from all stain of sin, so that she could be the “new 
Eve” the Mother of a new humanity in her Son, 
Jesus. On Dec.12, we celebrate the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, recalling Mary's miraculous 
appearance to the indigenous Mexican convert of 
Catholicism, St. Juan Diego. New Year's Day, 
January 1, is the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother 
of God.  Mary plays a prominent role in the story 
of Jesus' birth at Christmas and his revelation to 
the Magi on the Epiphany. The Church, like Mary 
brings Christ to birth in our world through our 
“yes” to God. 

ADORATION: 
Sunday, December 19

th
, at St. James 4-6 pm 

If we give ourselves to God, he will make us into 
something far better than we ever could. The 
more we open ourselves to his love the more he 
will change us. Can you make time to encounter 
the Lord? 

PRO-LIFE: 
With the hustle and bustle of preparing for 
Christmas, don't forget to pray for the end of 
Abortion, the Unborn. Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
I love you very much. I beg you to spare the 
life of the unborn child that I have spiritually 
adopted who is in danger of abortion. 

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED: 
Wed., December 22th - Monday, December 27th 

DID YOU KNOW:  
Who invented the Nativity scene? 
On Christmas Eve in 1223, St Francis of Assisi 
created the first nativity in the Italian city of 
Greccio. 
Where did the Christmas tree begin and the 
meaning of it? 
It is believed that the first Christmas tree was 
brought inside & decorated  during the 16

th
 

century. The tree branches symbolize the crown 
of thorns worn by Christ. The lights represent the 
light and hope Jesus brings to the world. The star 
on the top of the tree represents the Star of David 
that led the Three Kings to Bethlehem,  and the 
triangle shape represents the Trinity – Father, 
Son, & Holy Spirit. 
What the true meaning of Christmas is? 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counse-
lor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will do this.” -Isaiah 9:6-7 
We are celebrating the moment in history when 
prophecy was fulfilled. God came to be with us. 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH ADORATION: 
Join us for Adoration on Sunday January 2

nd
, 

at St. James, from 4-6pm.  
Let this be your personal time with Jesus to 
ponder in your heart what you need to change in 
the New Year to become closer to Jesus. And, 
don't forget to thank him for all the blessings that 
came your way in 2021 & pray for blessings in 
the New Year. Come young and old. 

TO DO OR NOT TO DO: 
Have you gone to Confession yet to receive the 
riches of God's mercy & grace? Will the Christ 
Child find room in your heart? When you do, you 
will open your heart to welcome Jesus, it is then 
that you will become rich and experience the true 
joy of Christmas. 

ALTAR SERVERS: 
St. James and St. Mary's are in desperate need 
of Altar Servers. We are looking for people of all 
ages to serve. If you would like more info. or 
would like to arrange a training, contact Theresa 
Shulfer: tmshulfer@gmail.com   715-592-4477 or 
Trish Cohen: cohen@wi-net.com  

 

     Christmas     

  Mass Schedule 

Friday, Dec. 24th ................. 4:00pm St. James 

Friday, Dec. 24th ................. 10:00pm St. Mary 

Saturday, Dec. 25th .......... 10:00am St. James 

(There will be no 4:00pm Mass on Saturday 12/25) 

THERE WILL BE NO MORNING MASS 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 

mailto:tmshulfer@gmail.com
mailto:cohen@wi-net.com


MARRIAGE: 
Couples requesting the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Marriage should contact the 
office at the time of formal engagement of at 
least six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage. If a couple wishes to be married as a 
registered member or our parish, they must 
actively participate in the faith (Sunday worship) 
and be a registered member of our parish at 
least 3 months prior to requesting the Sacrament 
of Marriage. 
Weddings are not celebrated during Lent. 

BAPTISM: 
Parents may request the baptism of their infant 
at least two months prior to the anticipated date 
of baptism. Family should be members of our 
parish, they must actively participate in the faith 
(Sunday worship) and be a registered member 
of our parish. To request baptism, please call 
the parish office at 715-824-3455.  

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK: 
If you or a loved one is in need of the Anointing 
Sacrament especially before a hospital 
procedure please contact the office. 

UNITED PARYERS TO HEAVEN 
PRAYER CHAIN: 
Notice to all Parishioners. If you or anyone you 
know is in need of prayers, please let us know. 
We will keep your name & prayer request 
confidential, names are included only if you so 
desire.  

CONTACTS FOR PRAYER CHAIN: 
Laurie .......................... plhintz5@gmail.com 
Darlene .................................. 715-592-4443 
Barb  ...................................... 715-824-3649 

Faith Formation... 

GREAT RESOURCES TO HELP YOU LEARN  
and Grow in your Faith: stpaulcenter.com – 
Click upper right ‘Log In’, then enter Email:  
sjsmevangelization@gmail.com  --  Password: 
WeBelieve  -- Click on Bible Studies (upper left), 
then click on Video Studies, scroll down to Genesis 
to Jesus or whichever study you would like and 
click on the blue “Watch Now” button to begin. 

TO SIGN UP FOR FR. MIKE SCHMITZ’S 
new podcast, ‘The Bible in A Year’: 
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration -
-  Father Mike will be using The Great Adventure 
Bible Timeline learning system, developed by re-
nowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins. 

 

CELEBRATING YOUR 50
TH

 WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY IN 2022??? 
If so, please contact the office at 715-824-3455 
before Christmas. This information needs to be 
forwarded to the Diocese for the  50

th
 Jubilee 

Wedding Celebration. 

IS THE LORD CALLING YOU?: 
Have you ever wondered if the Lord is calling 
you to be a priest? To begin the conversation or 
to inquire about what it means to be a priest, 
please contact: Fr. Nate Kuhn, Director of 
Vocational Recruitment for the Diocese of 
La Crosse, 3710 East Ave. S. PO Box 4004, 
La Crosse, WI 54602; or by phone at: 
608.791.2667. God bless you!  

Parish Staff 
Office: 
Tina Maves 
PH: 715-824-3455 
catholiccentral54406@gmail.com 
Send your Ambo announcements into office via 
email by Noon Tuesday 

DRE/Parish Life Coordinator:  
Ann Hemmy 
PH: 715-316-7056 
sjsmdre.plc@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper:  
Sandy Trzebiatowski 
sjsmbkkpr@gmail.com 

Bulletin: 
bulletininfo06@gmail.com  
Please send your request via email by 
midnight Sunday. Please refrain to a maximum 
of 100 words and in a word document. 

Church Councils 
Pastoral Council                   

Cindi Borski  SM 
Shawn Lea  SM 
Steve Piesik  SM     
Judy Zinda  SM 
Justen Pacocha  SM 
Barb Gutschow  SM 
Michael  Juris  SJ  
Michelle Shulfer  SJ 
Christine Thompson  SJ 

Committees Chairperson Co-chairs 
Family Life: Laura Gould & Tiffany Ostrowski 

Sacred Worship: Judi Marquard &  

                              Barb Groholski  

Social Concerns: Pat Zielinski and  

                               Laura Trzebiatowski - Przekurat 

Education:  TBA                     Stewardship:  TBA 

Finance Council 

Mark Doll  SM 
Gilbert Patoka  SM   
Sharon Stratton   SJ 
Sandy Trzebiatowski  SJ  
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