
  St. James 

St. Mary MOUNT Carmel 

  Parishes 

453 S. Main St.  P.O. Box 280  
Amherst, WI 54406 

715-824-3455 

-- Fr. Jerzy Rebacz --  
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  

8:30 am to 12:00 pm  

Parish Website: sjsmmcc.weconnect.com    

myparishapp.com/download  
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Mission Statement: 
We, the stewards of St. James and St. Mary Mount Carmel Parishes 

in the Diocese of LaCrosse, strive to live as disciples of Christ. 

Vision Statement: 
As Parishioners of St. James and St. Mary Mount Carmel Parishes, 

we are called as stewards to celebrate the presence of Christ in our life as 
we worship together in prayer, in liturgy and in the Sacraments. We endeavor 

to strengthen our Catholic faith and Christian service as individuals, 
as families, and as a parish community as we seek to spread the teachings of Christ 

through our words, through our witness, and through our actions. 

A Prayer to the Holy Family 

Heavenly Father, we ask You to bless our family. 
Open our hearts to receive Your love. May our 
home be another Nazareth, so that our family 
may be a place where Your peace and love abides. 
Open our eyes to recognize the gift and beauty of 
life, so that we may find joy in Your presence 
among us. Grant us pure hearts seeking holiness, 
generous hearts full of Your love, merciful hearts 
ready to forgive and tender hearts full of kindness. 
May our family be a sanctuary of life and love, a 
beacon of hope drawing others to your Son, 
Jesus Christ.                                                           Amen 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 
Holy Family of Nazareth, pray for us. 

Weekday Mass Intentions 

Tuesday, December 28th, 8:15 AM @ SJ 
 ..................................................................Tony Yenter 

Wednesday, December 29th, 8:15 AM @ SM 
 ............. Deceased Member of Anton & Agatha Konkol 

Thursday, December 30th, 8:15 AM @ SM 
 ........................................................... Ernie Glodowski 

Friday, December 31st, 8:15 AM @ SJ 
 ............................................................ Janet Spierings 

Weekend Mass Intentions 

Saturday, January 1st, 4:00 PM  @ SJ 
 ................................................................ Carl Repinski 

Sunday, January 2nd, 8:30 AM @ SJ 
 ..................................................................... Judy Olds 

Sunday, January 2nd 10:30 AM @ SM 
 ................................ Parishioners of Our Two Parishes 

ADORATION: 
St. Mary: First Thursday of the month after morning Mass. 

St. James: First Friday of the month after morning Mass; Third Sunday of the Month from 4:00-6:00 PM 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
After weekday Masses at respective Church. Saturday at 3:30 PM at St. James. 

Sunday after 10:30 AM Mass at St. Mary.  
(Leave a note in Sacristy for Father before Mass if you wish to go to Confessions after Mass) 



 

“For a child is born to us, a Son is given to us...” 
                                                                                (Is 9: 5). 

In this Holy Time of the coming of the Son of God 
into the world, we adore the crib of the Lord, that 
brought people a new life, and restored to us the 
lost dignity of God's children. At the same time, 
our thoughts run to another important gesture of 
God's gift - to the Upper Room and the Eucharist. 

The Holy Eucharist also reveals God's Love. In it, 
Christ gives himself to everyone, becoming "the 
living bread which came down from heaven". The 
Eucharist is the revelation of boundless, sacrificial 
and pure Love. It is also a school of love where we 
learn to love God and our neighbors in our daily 
lives. 

Despite the many difficulties and challenges we 
face in our daily life, and the violent struggle 
between good and evil in the public space, let's 
not lose heart! As Pope Francis would say, "let us 
not allow ourselves to be robbed of our hope"!  
May these days of Christmas joy renew in us love 
and hope. 

I wish you a Blessed Christmas, many God's graces 
upon you, your family members and friends, joy 
and peace of heart. May the Eucharist be your 
food and source of strength. May you meet Christ 
during the Eucharist and experience his love and 
multiply it wherever you are, among whom you 
live and to whom the Lord sends you. 

Additional wishes for a happy, healthy and joyous 
New Year. 

Fr. Jerzy 

Stewardship 
            a way of living 

Scrip Gift Cards 
SMMC SCRIP UPDATE: 
Scrip Gift Cards will be sold on January 2

nd
 and                                                                 

January 16
th
.  Gift cards can be purchased at any 

time by calling Pat Zielinski at 715-824-3762.  
Thank you to everyone who supports our gift 
card program!  

ST. JAMES SCRIP CARDS: 
Scrip cards are available for purchase. Stop by 
the parish office during office hours or contact 
Hydie Laidlaw at 715-347-3544 for more 
information.  

Please contact Hydie Laidlaw or Pat Zielinski 
for more information. 



Parish News… 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED MONDAY DEC. 27 

FIRST FRIDAY AFTER MASS CLUB: 
Friday, January 6th the First Friday After Mass 
Club (AMC) will meet at St. James in the 
Gathering Space after 8:15am Mass and 
Adoration. All are welcome to this club - moms, 
dads, older adults, young adults, and kids of all 
ages. There will be a short study on the Doctors 
of the Church and prayer for the adults (no prior 
preparation needed) and activities for the kids. 
Refreshments will be provided. Questions? 
Contact Misty Prater 
at mistyprater@gmail.com or 785-633-5206 or 
Laura Gould at laura_n_natalie@yahoo.com 

BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP: 
Will meet on January 3

rd
, 2022.  This will be a 

continuation of Father Mike Schmitz's 365 Day 
Bible Study from 2021. All are welcome. 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH ADORATION: 
Join us for Adoration on Sunday January 2

nd
,  

at St. James, from 4-6 pm. 
A perfect way to thank God for the Blessings of 
2021 & pray for blessings in the New Year. 

ONE SOLITARY LIFE: 
He was born in an obscure village. He worked in 
a carpenter's shop until He was thirty and for 
those years He was an itinerant preacher. He 
never wrote a book. He never held an office. He 
never owned a home. He never had a family. He 
never went to college. He never traveled 200 
miles from the place where He was born. He 
never did one of the things that accompany man's 
idea of greatness. He had no credentials but 
Himself. While still a young man, the tide of 
popular opinion turned against Him. His friends 
ran away. Some of them denied Him. He was 
turned over to His enemies. He went through the 
mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross 
between two thieves. While He was dying His 
executioners gambled for the only piece of prop-
erty He had on earth – His coat. When He was 
dead, He was taken down and laid in a borrowed 
grave. Nineteen centuries have come and gone 
and today He is the central figure of the human 
race. All the armies that ever marched, and all 
the navies that were ever built, and all the 
parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that 
ever reigned, put together, have never affected 
the life of man upon earth as powerfully as has 
that one solitary life. 

 

DO YOU KNOW WHEN CHRISTMAS BEGINS 
AND ENDS: 
For Catholics, the official Christmas season starts 
at sundown on Christmas Eve and lasts until the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which is on the 
Sunday after Epiphany. Epiphany is when the 
Three Kings came to adore the Christ Child, and 
that is “Twelve Days of Christmas”. So don't take 
down your Christmas tree just yet, you have 12 
more days to celebrate the God of the Universe, 
who became a baby to save YOU! Find time to 
just pause, breathe, and say, “Thank you, Jesus!” 
And, remember that this whole season is about 
love, love of God, love of family, love for the poor, 
and love for those who are alone. 

CHRISTMAS WAFERS (OPLATKI) 
Religious family traditions and customs bring 
truths of faith into the home. One of these 
beautiful customs is the OPLATKI (Christmas 
Wafer). The Breaking of Bread is a sign of 
charity, unity, and fellowship. The wafer is 
blessed and broken by the head of the family and 
distributed to each member. A simple prayer is 
said for God's grace and the welfare of the 
present and absent members of the family. The 
blessing is on the back of the Christmas Wafer 
packet. They can be found at the entryways. 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH: 
A devotion to the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph, is encouraged for all Christian families. 
The lives of the Holy Family on earth serve as 
models for both the individual and the family. 
God offers His grace through the Holy Family of 
Nazareth to encourage a devotion & reflection on 
their lives. We are challenged to make their way 
of live, our way of life. There is so much love to 
be found with them. Let them include you in their 
love as a member of their family. If you are 
blessed to be with your family this Christmas, do 
not take them for granted. You have no idea how 
long you have people in your life, so stop, pause, 
and remember that Jesus is in every one of your 
family members even if they drive you crazy. 
Breathe and take a moment to find Jesus inside 
of them. Thank God for each of them. 

ALTAR SERVERS: 
St. James and St. Mary's are in desperate need 
of Altar Servers. We are looking for people of all 
ages to serve. If you would like more info. or 
would like to arrange a training, contact Theresa 
Shulfer: tmshulfer@gmail.com   715-592-4477 or 
Trish Cohen: cohen@wi-net.com  
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MARRIAGE: 
Couples requesting the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Marriage should contact the office 
at the time of formal engagement of at least six 
months prior to the anticipated date of marriage. 
If a couple wishes to be married as a registered 
member or our parish, they must actively partici-
pate in the faith (Sunday worship) and be a regis-
tered member of our parish at least 3 months 
prior to requesting the Sacrament of Marriage. 
Weddings are not celebrated during Lent. 

BAPTISM: 
Parents may request the baptism of their infant 
at least two months prior to the anticipated date 
of baptism. Family should be members of our 
parish, they must actively participate in the faith 
(Sunday worship) and be a registered member 
of our parish. To request baptism, please call 
the parish office at 715-824-3455.  

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK: 
If you or a loved one is in need of the Anointing 
Sacrament especially before a hospital stay or 
procedure - please contact the office. 

UNITED PARYERS TO HEAVEN 
PRAYER CHAIN: Notice to all Parishioners. If 
you or anyone you know is in need of prayers, 
please let us know. We will keep your name & 
prayer request confidential, names are included 
only if you so desire.  

CONTACTS FOR PRAYER CHAIN: 
Laurie .......................... plhintz5@gmail.com 
Darlene .................................. 715-592-4443 
Barb  ...................................... 715-824-3649 

Faith Formation... 

CCD Classes: 
Please make sure you have downloaded 
“myparishapp” for any unexpected cancellations. 
Also, keep the students & teachers in your prayers. 

GREAT RESOURCES TO HELP YOU LEARN  
and Grow in your Faith: stpaulcenter.com – 
Click upper right ‘Log In’, then enter Email:  
sjsmevangelization@gmail.com  --  Password: 
WeBelieve  -- Click on Bible Studies (upper left), 
then click on Video Studies, scroll down to Genesis 
to Jesus or whichever study you would like and 
click on the blue “Watch Now” button to begin. 

TO SIGN UP FOR FR. MIKE SCHMITZ’S 
new podcast, ‘The Bible in A Year’: 
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration -
-  Father Mike will be using The Great Adventure 
Bible Timeline learning system, developed by 
renowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins. 

Parish Staff 
Office: 
Tina Maves 
PH: 715-824-3455 
catholiccentral54406@gmail.com 
Send your Ambo announcements into office via 
email by Noon Tuesday 

DRE/Parish Life Coordinator:  
Ann Hemmy 
PH: 715-316-7056 
sjsmdre.plc@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper:  
Sandy Trzebiatowski 
sjsmbkkpr@gmail.com 

Bulletin: 
bulletininfo06@gmail.com  
Please send your request via email by 
midnight Sunday. Please refrain to a maximum 
of 100 words and in a word document. 

Church Councils 
Pastoral Council                   

Cindi Borski  SM 
Shawn Lea  SM 
Steve Piesik  SM     
Judy Zinda  SM 
Justen Pacocha  SM 
Barb Gutschow  SM 
Michael  Juris  SJ  
Michelle Shulfer  SJ 
Christine Thompson  SJ 

Committees Chairperson Co-chairs 
Family Life: Laura Gould & Misty Prater 

Sacred Worship: Judi Marquard &  

                              Barb Groholski  

Social Concerns: Pat Zielinski and  

                               Laura Trzebiatowski - Przekurat 

Education:  TBA                     Stewardship:  TBA 

Finance Council 

Mark Doll  SM 
Gilbert Patoka  SM   
Sharon Stratton   SJ 
Sandy Trzebiatowski  SJ  

2022 Contribution 
Envelope Boxes 

The 2022 Contribution Envelope Boxes 
are available for pick-up. This includes 
envelopes for our online givers as well. 
We want to ensure that all parishioners 
have an awareness of all special offerings 
through-out the year. Please pick up your 
box of envelopes at respective parish, if 
you are unable to find them, contact the 
office. 
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