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-- Fr. Jerzy Rebacz --  
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  
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Parish Website: sjsmmcc.weconnect.com    

myparishapp.com/download  

Sunday, November 28th, 2021 

Mission Statement: 
We, the stewards of St. James and St. Mary Mount Carmel Parishes 

in the Diocese of LaCrosse, strive to live as disciples of Christ. 

Vision Statement: 
As Parishioners of St. James and St. Mary Mount Carmel Parishes, 

we are called as stewards to celebrate the presence of Christ in our life as 
we worship together in prayer, in liturgy and in the Sacraments. We endeavor 

to strengthen our Catholic faith and Christian service as individuals, 
as families, and as a parish community as we seek to spread the teachings of Christ 

through our words, through our witness, and through our actions. 

ADVENT PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, 

 is your greatest gift to us, 
a great sign of your love.  

Guide us as we strive to walk in that love 
together as a family this Advent.   

As we prepare our hearts for Christmas,  
bring us closer to each other and to your son.   

Give us the grace and 
strength we need every day.   

Help us to always trust in you.   
Come, Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to you.   

Come and dispel the darkness of our world 
with the light of your love.   

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

Weekday Mass Intentions 

Tuesday, November 30th, 8:15 AM @ SJ 
 .............................................................. Marie Groshek 

Wednesday, December 1st, 8:15 AM @ SM 
 ...................................... Ed & Chesterine Stremkowski 

Thursday, December 2nd, 8:15 AM @ SM 
 ............................................................ Rose Genereau 

Friday, December 3rd, 8:15 AM @ SJ 
 ..................................................................... Judy Olds 

Weekend Mass Intentions 

Saturday, December 4th, 4:00 PM  @ SJ 
 ..................................................... Jason Trzebiatowski 

Sunday, December 5th, 8:30 AM @ SJ 
 ................................ Parishioners of Our Two Parishes 

Sunday, December 5th, 10:30 AM @ SM 
 .....................................................................Jim Borski 

ADORATION: 
St. Mary: First Thursday of the month after morning Mass. 

St. James: First Friday of the month after morning Mass; Third Sunday of the Month from 4:00-6:00 PM 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
After weekday Masses at respective Church. Saturday at 3:30 PM at St. James. 

Sunday after 10:30 AM Mass at St. Mary. 
(Leave a note in Sacristy for Father before Mass if you wish to go to Confessions after Mass) 



 “O come, O come, Emmanuel, (…) 

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel.” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In the Gospel prescribed for the first Sunday of Advent, 
we hear many times to stay alert. To be alert in the 
context of Advent means to be ready for the coming of 
Christ. This attitude manifests itself in patience and sub-
mission to God's will, in strong faith and trust that God's 
action will be much more effective in our lives than all 
our efforts. The attitude of vigilance allows us to prepare 
well for Christmas and for the final encounter with God 
at the time of our death, when the advent of our lives 
ends and eternity begins. 

In the book of the Prophet Isaiah, we read about the 
situation of people who have distanced themselves from 
God leading the Prophet Isaiah to a dramatic cry: 
"Why, Lord, do you allow us to wander far from Your ways, so 
that our hearts become insensitive to the fear of You? Change 
for the sake of Your servants and for the tribes of Your inher-
itance. May You tear the heavens apart and come down!” 

How close we are to this prophet's perspective. It 
seems to describe the dilemmas, conflicts and tensions 
we experience this year. The coronavirus pandemic has 
called into question almost all the existing certainties of 
human life, action and planning. 

Pope Francis, in his poignant homily in the empty St. 
Peter's Square, said: “Darkness has engulfed our lives, 
filling everything with a deafening silence and a gloomy void 
that paralyzes everything in its path. You can feel them in the 
air, notice them in their gestures, your eyes talk about them. 
We got scared and lost. (...) Greedy for profit, we let ourselves 
be swallowed up by things and dazed by haste. We did not 
stop at your appeals. We did not wake up to wars and world 
injustice. Now that we are in a stormy sea, we implore you, 
wake up Lord! " 

Today the boat of the Church is also floating in the 
stormy sea, weakened and humiliated because of the 
sins and neglect of her sons, attacked from outside and 
inside, deprived of reverence and faith, condemned to 
marginalization and discrimination. 

Our Homeland is also torn apart, where prudence is lost 
to screaming, arguments are replaced by insults, where 
dialogue, so necessary to rebuild the national bond, 
dies. How dark and veiled the sky seems. Together with 
the Prophet Isaiah, we cry to the Lord: May You tear the 
heavens and come down! 

Cardinal Ratzinger still as Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, later Pope Benedict XVI, in 
one of his Advent homilies said – “Lord, heal our inner 
blindness, tear also our heart to make it see!” 

 

Brothers and sisters! Let us open our hearts and cry out 
with the Psalmist: "Once again, O Lord of hosts, look down 
from heaven, and see; Take care of this vine, and protect what 
your right hand has planted”. 

Sometimes we are lost in this world; we do not feel 
accepted by others or we are unable to fully accept 
ourselves, the other person, and even life. 

Therefore, we must get down on our knees and ask the 
Lord God, King of heaven and earth, to help us sanctify 
and direct our hearts and our thoughts, our words and 
our deeds according to His law and commandments, 
that we, assisted by the Holy Spirit, may be saved here 
and in the life to come. 

On the weekend of December 18/19 (4th Sunday of  
Advent) in our parishes we will experience Advent 
Retreat - the holy time of God's Word, our even closer 
approach to Jesus Christ, rediscovering ourselves once 
again in the community of the Holy Church and on the 
way of our Christian vocation. Our Presenter will be 
Mother Agnes of the Seraphic Adorers of the Child 
Jesus.  Following will be Reconciliation Service on 
Monday December 20th. More information will be 
provided in the parish bulletin. 

May the new liturgical year be an occasion to revive the 
faith of our Church as a Eucharistic community. 

Light of the Eucharist - Let the light that Christ brought 
to earth dispel the darkness of our human ways, let it 
show the way of God's truth and love, permeating the 
darkness of suffering and death. 

Wishing you all a fruitful and blessed Advent season.                               

Fr. Jerzy 

Scrip Gift Cards 
SMMC SCRIP UPDATE: Scrip Gift Cards will 
be sold on December 5

th
 and December 19th.  

Are you considering giving gift cards for 
Christmas presents?  Please place your orders 
ASAP by calling Pat Zielinski at 715-824-3762.  
Cards can be delivered to your home. Thanks to 
everyone who supports our gift card program! 

ST. JAMES SCRIP CARDS: Scrip will be sold 
every weekend at St. James after the Saturday 
evening and 8:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday. We 
carry cards for our local business partners 
Amherst Hardware, Ambrosia's and Amherst 
Family Foods, as well as many gas and 
restaurant cards.  Stop by the parish office 
during office hours or check out all the options 
we have after Mass. Contact Hydie Laidlaw at 
715-347-3544 for more information. 

Please contact Hydie Laidlaw or Pat Zielinski 
for more information. 



 

 

 

Parish News… 
UPCOMING EVENT: 
We will be having a Spiritual Retreat on December 
18 & 19 at our weekend masses at both St. James 
& St Mary of Mount Carmel. Our special guest 
speaker is Mother Agnes of the Seraphic Adorers of 
the Child Jesus. More information coming soon. 

ADVENT MATERIAL: 
Pick up material to help you in your journey of faith 
this Advent Season. Available at entryways at St. 
Mary’s and St. James. Prepare your heart for the 
coming of the Christ Child!  

ADVENT INSPIRATIONS: 
Go to Relevantradio.com to sign up for Daily 
Inspiration from Father Rocky from Nov. 28 thru 
Dec. 24. When you sign up you will receive a short 
reflection and audio for the day that will be sure to 
bring a smile to your face and give you something 
to ponder as you go about your day. 

SJ & SMMC SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE: 
This is the last weekend of the non-perishable food 
drive. Thank you to everyone who has donated to 
help feed the hungry! 

ALTAR SERVERS: 
St. James and St. Mary's are in desperate need of 
Altar Servers. We are looking for people of all ages 
to serve. Once trained, you can serve at any Mass 
you attend in our parishes regardless of which 
parish you belong to. If you would like more info. 
or would like to arrange a training, contact Theresa 
Shulfer: tmshulfer@gmail.com   715-592-4477 or 
Trish Cohen: cohen@wi-net.com  

REPENT AND BELIEVE:  “Although the sinner 
does not believe in Hell, he shall nevertheless go 
there if he has the misfortune to die in mortal sin”. 

FIRST FRIDAY AFTER MASS CLUB: 
Starting Friday, December 3rd, the First Friday After 
Mass Club will meet the First Friday of each month 
at St. James in the Gathering Space after 8:15am 
Mass and Adoration. All are welcome. There will be 
a short study on the Doctors of the Church and 
prayer for the adults (no prior preparation needed) 
and activities for the kids. Refreshments will be 
provided. Questions? Contact Misty Prater at 
mistyprater@gmail.com or 785-633-5206 or 
Laura Gould at laura_n_natalie@yahoo.com.  

ADVENT - ADORATION: 
For thousands of years the world waited for the com-
ing of the Messiah to redeem and to save the human 
race, restoring mankind’s relationship to God. In Ad-
vent we experience the same longing for the coming 
of Christ. Spiritually, we long for the coming of Christ 
into our hearts as the Holy Spirit draws us into a 
deeper relationship with Him. We also long for the 
second coming of Christ, when He will return physical-
ly to earth, as He promised, to restore all things to 
Himself.  During this special season of Advent, make 
time to grow in your relationship with Christ by spend-
ing some time with our Lord Jesus in Adoration. 
First Thursday at St. Mary’s: 
8:15 am Mass followed by Exposition & Benediction 
First Friday at St. James: 
8:15 am Mass followed by Exposition & Benediction 
Third Sunday, December 19 
at St. James: Adoration from 4-6 pm. 

8th ANNUAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE: 
On Saturday, March 12th, 2022 the 8th Annual Wom-
en’s Conference entitled ‘Receive Mercy, 
Find Grace’ will be held at Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church in Chilton, WI.  To register please go to:  
https://inmarysfootsteps2022.eventbrite.com   

BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP: 
St. James on Monday, Nov. 29th, at 5:30 pm to 
discuss and reflect on Father Mike Schmitz’s 
365 Day Bible Study. All are welcome.   

 

Stewardship 
            a way of living 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Mass will be celebrated 

Tuesday, Dec. 7th, 6:30pm - St. James 

and Wednesday, Dec. 8th, 8:15am 
at St. Mary of Mount Carmel. 

St. James Contributions

Received $3,451

Budget $3,430

$21

Month of 

Oct 2021

 

Jul 2021-

Oct 2021 

 

 Jul 2020-

Oct 2020 

Received $8,606 $44,512 $57,135

Budget $14,578 $58,312

($5,972) ($13,800)

St. Mary of Mt Carmel Contributions

Received $5,975

Budget $3,564

$2,411

Month of 

Oct 2021

 

Jul 2021-

Oct 2021 

 

 Jul 2020-

Oct 2020 

Received $8,438 $44,539 $40,469

Budget $15,148 $60,592

($6,710) ($16,053)

Week Ending November 21, 2021

Week Ending November 21, 2021
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MARRIAGE: 
Couples requesting the celebration of the Sacra-
ment of Marriage should contact the office 
at the time of formal engagement of at least six 
months prior to the anticipated date of marriage. 
If a couple wishes to be married as a registered 
member or our parish, they must actively partici-
pate in the faith (Sunday worship) and be a regis-
tered member of our parish at least 3 months pri-
or to requesting the Sacrament of Marriage. Wed-
dings are not celebrated during Lent. 

BAPTISM: 
Parents may request the baptism of their infant at 
least two months prior to the anticipated date of 
baptism. Family should be members of our parish, 
they must actively participate in the faith (Sunday 
worship) and be a registered member of our par-
ish. To request baptism, please call the office. 

UNITED PARYERS TO HEAVEN 
PRAYER CHAIN: 
Notice to all Parishioners. If you or anyone you 
know is in need of prayers, please let us know. 
We will keep your name & prayer request confi-
dential, names are included only if you so desire.  

CONTACTS FOR PRAYER CHAIN: 
Laurie .......................... plhintz5@gmail.com 
Darlene .................................. 715-592-4443 
Barb  ...................................... 715-824-3649 

Faith Formation... 

GREAT RESOURCES TO HELP YOU LEARN  
and Grow in your Faith: stpaulcenter.com – Click 
upper right ‘Log In’, then enter Email:  sjsmevangeli-
zation@gmail.com  --  Password: WeBelieve  -- 
Click on Bible Studies (upper left), then click on Vid-
eo Studies, scroll down to Genesis to Jesus or 
whichever study you would like and click on the blue 
“Watch Now” button to begin. 

TO SIGN UP FOR FR. MIKE SCHMITZ’S 
new podcast, ‘The Bible in A Year’: 
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration --  
Father Mike will be using The Great Adventure 
Bible Timeline learning system, developed by re-
nowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins. 

Parish Staff 
Office: 
Tina Maves 
PH: 715-824-3455 
catholiccentral54406@gmail.com 
Send your Ambo announcements into office via 
email by Wednesday  

DRE/Parish Life Coordinator:  
Ann Hemmy 
PH: 715-316-7056 
sjsmdre.plc@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper:  
Sandy Trzebiatowski 
sjsmbkkpr@gmail.com 

Bulletin: 
bulletininfo06@gmail.com  
Please send your request via email by 
midnight Sunday. Please refrain to a maximum 
of 100 words and in a word document. 

Church Councils 
Pastoral Council                   

Borski, Cindi SM  
Lea, Shawn  SM 
Piesik, Steve SM     
Zinda, Judy  SM 
Juris, Michael  SJ  
Shulfer, Michelle SJ 

Committees Chairperson Co-chairs 
Family Life: Laura Gould & Tiffany Ostrowski  

Sacred Worship: Judi Marquard &  

                              Barb Groholski  

Social Concerns: Pat Zielinski and  

                              Laura Trzebiatowski - Przekurat  

Education:  TBA 

Stewardship:  TBA 

Finance Council 

Doll, Mark, SM 
Patoka, Gilbert SM   
Stratton, Sharon SJ 
Trzebiatowski, Sandy SJ  

 St. Andrew’s Christmas Novena 

The liturgical season of Advent marks the time of spiritual 
preparation by the faithful before Christmas.  Advent 
always begins on the Sunday closest to the Feast of 
St. Andrew the Apostle (November 30). St. Andrew was 
the very first disciple called by Our Lord & is known as the 
“First-Called”.  Andrew then told his brother, Simon, 
“We have found the Messiah”.  In keeping with his role 
as “the first-called,”, the feast of St. Andrew is found at 
the beginning of our new liturgical year.  A popular 
tradition for the feast of St. Andrew is a Christmas 
novena that begins on St. Andrew’s feast day.  It is 
piously believed that whoever recites the St. Andrew 
Christmas Novena Prayer FIFTEEN times each day from 
the feast of St. Andrew (Nov 30th) until Christmas Eve will 
obtain the favor requested.  As Andrew helped his 
brother find the Messiah; he can lead us to the Christmas 
crib, saying, “Here is the Messiah.”  

 St. Andrew’s Christmas Novena:  
“Hail & blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son 
of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at 
midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold.  In that hour 
vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, to hear my prayer 
& grant my desires through the merits of Our Savior Jesus 
Christ, & of His Blessed Mother.    
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