VOCATIONS WEEK
National Vocations Awareness Week will be celebrated
November 5–11, 2017. Please ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons and consecrated men and
women. May they be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by
our faith community, and respond generously to God’s gift of
a vocation.
PRAYER

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
O God, in the past you called men and women
to dedicate their lives to you
through priesthood and religious life.
Today stir up the grace of a religious vocation
in the hearts of many within our parish community.
Grant them the willingness and generosity
to place their lives completely in your hands
as priests, brothers and sisters.
Help me to support them by my own fidelity
to your call to holiness through prayer & Christian
service.
If you desire that one of my family or friends
follow you in this way,
grant me the wisdom and insight
to support and encourage that person
to listen to your voice and follow you without delay.

Jesus wearing the cloak in a dream. Shortly after, St. Martin
presented himself for baptism.
Though his father was a Roman army officer, St. Martin
decided to leave the army because he felt it conflicted with
his Christian beliefs. After his discharge, he embraced religious life, founding the first monastery in France. Though
declared bishop of Tours by local Catholics in 372, Martin
continued to live a monastic life. St. Martin was known as a
miracle worker and is considered one of the most admired
saints of the Middle Ages.
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

MARTIN OF TOURS
c. 336–397
Feast Day—November 11

St. Martin of Tours was the first non-martyr venerated as
a saint and given a liturgical feast. He was born a pagan in
Hungary, but became a catechumen before joining the army
at age 15. While in the army, according to tradition, St. Martin
met a beggar one night in Amiens, France, and cut his own
cloak to give half to the beggar. That night, St. Martin saw
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