
HOMILY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

“And Jesus wept.” In the Gospel of this weekend, we read from the 11th chapter of St. 

John, from verse 1 to 45. In verse 35, St. John paints a very passionate picture of our Savior in 

very few words; “And Jesus wept,” bringing to our notice once more, in case we have forgotten, 

that Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity knows, feels and lives our human 

nature. He took our frail human nature to Himself to redeem us and raise us up to His Divine life 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit. In order to raise us up, he lives like us, learns like us, 

experiences like us, feels like us, smiles like us, and even weeps like us. That He is God-made-man 

does not exonerate him from the fragility of human nature. He is fully God and fully man. The 

only aspect of our nature that was not present in Him is concupiscence; the inclination and desire 

to commit sin. This desire is a result of the sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve. It was not part 

of how they were created by God, it came to us due to the fall. It is this desire and inclination in 

us that Jesus has come to take away. That is why He took our nature, to redeem us from this 

disordered desire. 

Going about this mission of redemption, “…Jesus wept. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 

loved him.’” It is love that compelled Jesus to become like us. It is because of God’s love for us 

that He sent His only Beloved Son so that all who believe in Him will not die but have eternal life 

(cf. Jn. 3:16). Jesus loved his friend, Lazarus. He loved Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha and His 

love for them moved Him to do something unthinkable in his time, He raised the dead and 

commanded them to “Untie him and let him go.” 

I do not know what ordeal you are facing right now. I do not know what challenges that 

seem to have put you down into the grave for more than “four days” so that by now there would 

be a stench. I do not know what keeps you sleepless at night and eats you up during the day. And 

I do not want to know that in particular, because what I do know is that, if you invite Jesus, if you 

open the door of your heart for Him, if you begin to show Him that you love Him (even if you 

begin to just love Him now sincerely); He is slow to anger and rich in mercy and compassion. He 

will love you back and love you even more than you will ever love Him. And He will weep for you 

so that people will say “See how he loved him/her.” And when He weeps for you, He will do 

something unthinkable in our time. He will turn your situation around for good, for “We know 

that all things work together for good for those who love God…” (Rom. 8:28). 

The whole world now is in a deep state of sorrow and mourning. The coronavirus 

pandemic has put the globe into a panic. Confusion has become the apparent state of mind for 

many. Social distancing has become the new normal. Life has changed as we know it. History, a 

sad but memorable history, is been made in our life time. All of us are mourning and, what better 

time is there to read this weekend’s Gospel (John 11:1-45) that assures us all that Jesus is 

suffering with us; He is suffering with us when His people cannot receive Him in the sacramental 

presence and miracle of His true body and blood. He is suffering with us when His children are 



hampered from fulfilling His command to us to “keep watch with Him” in the Blessed Sacrament 

in the Tabernacle. He is suffering with us when His child, you and I, feel helpless and so much 

afraid. “And Jesus wept.” He weeps with us, as the Gospel reminds us. Since He weeps with us, I 

know and believe that He will do something unthinkable in our time. Let us just trust that He 

knows what He is doing and that He will execute His Divine Will when His Divine Providence Wills 

it. You may think that by then it will be too late. No, it will not be too late. He is the Creator of us 

all and the Ruler of the Universe, nothing escapes His notice and His time is not the same with 

our system of chronology. His actions are never late nor in vain. He always intervenes at the right 

time! 

Mary, the Mother of the Lord, who knows her Son better than we do, invites us in that 

popular song: “O come and mourn with me awhile; see Mary calls us to her side; O come and let 

us mourn with her. Jesus, our Love, is crucified.” 

On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, let us all come back and deepen even more our love for our 

crucified Jesus. Let us revisit our commitments and Lenten resolutions and show our believe in 

Him so that, echoing the words of Martha in the Gospel reading, we say “…I know that whatever 

you ask of God, God will give you.” Whatever we ask of God, He will do it for us, for Jesus assures 

us of that too; “If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it” (Jn. 14:14). 

 

Mary, Comforter of the afflicted, Pray for us! 

 

Prayer: 

Bless, O Lord, your people, 

who long for the gift of your mercy, 

and grant that what, at your prompting, they desire 

they may receive by your generous gift, through Christ our Lord, Amen! 

(Prayer over the people for 5th Sunday of Lent). 


