
                                              St. Thomas More 

                                Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

                                              January 29, 2018 

 

Members Present:  Keith Cash, Mike Crider, Andrew DuPerrieu, Diana Hand, 
Stacy Jones, Pam Malast, Bill Murphy, Jennifer Todd, Fr. Brad Whistle, and Tomi 
Zaninovich  

Members Absent:  Art Azar, Frank Bosh, Fr. Al Bremer, and Kathy Willett 

Opening Prayer:  Fr. Brad Whistle 

No changes were recommended to the minutes of the November meeting as they 
were presented. 

Old Business:  

The AED unit in the Parish Hall has been moved to be more visible.  Steve has 
updated the pads for both units.  Lori Meredith and Shelia Rea have agreed to lead 
an AED training in the church library on Sunday, February 4th, after the 9:00 mass. 

New Business:  

It was noted that a Kirby-Smith advisor has been hired to manage a capital 
campaign. A Kirby-Smith representative will come to lay out how the process 
works and how to conduct a feasibility study on building an education facility and 
other projects. There is a question on whether the stained glass for the church 
would be part of the capital campaign.  There will be an informational meeting 
with the Kirby-Smith agent on February 6th, at 6:30 p.m., in the Parish Hall. Fr. 
Brad would like the PC members to be involved. 

The discernment process for new PC members is coming up soon.  The meetings 
will be held on the Mondays of April 30th and May 7th.  Dianna has the box of 
discernment materials and will start putting notices out. 

STM hired a new Youth Minister.  Chris Tyson is getting acquainted with his new 
position since starting after the beginning of the year.  He has lead one youth 
meeting and will be hosting a Super Bowl party in the Parish Hall.  Melisa is his 
go-to person and he is currently completing his Safe Environment training. 



Mt. Carmel Cemetery representatives are going to Owensboro to get advice on 
how to start a capital campaign.  There is a question on whether they should piggy 
back on the STM campaign. The cemetery is now self-incorporated and is no 
longer associated with the diocese or any particular parish. 

It was noted that Lois Bell did not want a retirement reception, but the parish staff 
took her to lunch at Patti’s before her last day on the job. 

Ministry Reports: 

Tomi reported that Faith Formation needs an office assistant.  The previous one 
resigned in December due to family reasons.  Charlie Hardesty, Youth Ministry 
Director of the diocese, will join the catechists and aides at their bimonthly 
meeting on January 31.  Charlie will talk about the youth and the evangelization 
program of the diocese that kicked off on December 6th in Owensboro under the 
leadership of Bishop Medley.  Students in 5th, 8th, and high school will be assessed 
using the standardized ACRE exam on February 21st. 

Dianna reported that she will start helping Shelia Rea with the monthly BP checks 
at STM after the 9:00 am mass. 

Jennifer reported that Chris Tyson hopes to have many programs up and running 
by the middle of February.  Youth 2000 has been announced.  They have a few 
who have voiced interest, but none have actually applied yet.  The application 
deadline is the middle of February.  He plans to have a family potluck for the 
Super Bowl and to start a movie night the first Saturday of each month, in the 
Parish Hall after the 5:30 mass.  The biggest struggle right now is not having many 
parents involved.  Sheri Babbs is in charge of the Easter Egg Hunt this year and is 
planning to keep it the same unless someone else has any different ideas. Ging 
Smith will be planning Vacation Bible School the last week of February to mid-
March. 

Pam reported that Mr. Jim Sanders will travel to Owensboro on Feb 5th to work on 
a capital campaign for Mt. Carmel Cemetery.  Mt. Carmel clean up day is on 
March 3rd at 9:00 a.m. Baptist Health donated $25,000 to the Angel Garden.  The 
4th degree Knights are donating a flag pole to the cemetery.  Jill Langston said we 
could use more office volunteers.  Melisa said that the Lenten Lunch dates are set.  
The Boy Scouts will celebrate the anniversary of scouting in the U.S.  



Keith reported that a new Bible Study will start on February 6th.  They will be 
studying the book of Hebrews.  Also, another Bible Study on The Mass will start in 
early March. 

Andrew reported that we are continuing to increase Hospitality through 
welcoming.  They are adding a Welcome/Information table in the Gathering Space 
during each Mass the first weekend of each month.  This will start in March.  
Pastoral Council members will take turns at the welcome table with Melisa’s 
assistance.  It will have welcome packets for new members and other information 
for existing parishioners.  There was a luncheon for the leaders of all ministries.  
Eight out of the sixteen attended.  The meeting was a thank you, but also discussed 
discipleship and evangelization in their respective ministries.  All who were unable 
to attend will be contacted personally. 

Kathy was unable to attend the meeting but sent her report.  Celebrate Your 
Marriage will be held on February 10th, with the renewal of vows at 6:45 pm in the 
chapel followed by dinner and dancing.   The Couples in Christ game night was 
held on February 3rd in the Parish Hall.  The bake sale held on January 29th raised 
$1,091 for Hope Unlimited.  Next event will be attending Celebrate Your 
Marriage.  Three new members have joined the Grounds Committee and they are 
hoping to add 5-8 new members from the Hispanic community.  The Christmas 
lights are old and not dependable so they will be looking to do something different 
next year. First work session will be in February.  Four new members were added 
to the Mt. Carmel cemetery ministry.  The gutters on the chapel have been cleaned 
out.  The church lighting control system has been figured out so we can make 
modifications without bringing in the out-of-town lighting contractor.  They are 
dealing with roof leaks from the snow. 

Mike reported for the finance committee.  Parishioners are making their 
commitments of treasure.  50 % of them now make their donations on-line.  The 
December giving was up over last year’s.  Mike also observed that from an Usher’s 
perspective, the new greeting system is working better.  People are showing up for 
their assigned usher duties or getting a substitute.  

Bill reported that currently there is no Mother’s Day Out.  They need a new 
coordinator.  

It was noted that we no longer have an active endowment committee.  It was 
suggested that we should advertise that the nursery position is a paid position, and 
so may attract more interest.  Andrew will write an article for the bulletin about 



Safe Environment training, what is involved, and why it is needed to participate in 
various ministry activities. 

Closing Education Minute:  Read by Jennifer about Holy Water 

The next meeting will be February 26, 2018 in the Sacred Heart room.  Pam Malast 
will give the February closing education minute.   

 


