
Minutes from May 2 meeting 
St. Thomas More Pastoral Council 
 
Father Brad opened the meeting with prayer. 
Present were Jeff Case, Naomi Becker, Jeri Duong, David Leis, Lynn Baker, Tom Clinton, Joe 
Hobs, Julie Turok and Miguelina Young.  Absent were David Riley, Richard Vieitez and Daniel 
Miller.   
No old business. 
Under new business, the process for selecting new council members was explained and 
discussed. Four members and one alternate will be leaving the council as their terms 
expire.  New members will be chosen by drawing lots.  Because there were so few submitted 
nominations, the council added several names to the list of those nominated. All nominees will 
be contacted about upcoming discernment meetings.  
Father Brad announced that a liturgical ministers appreciation breakfast would be held on June 
18.  
Jeff presented a summary of the parish financial condition, with copies going to each council 
member.  That information will be available to anyone desiring details. In summary, the parish 
is in good financial condition, with no debts or liabilities and revenues are adequate. Collections 
are down slightly, reflecting a national trend brought about by the pandemic. 
 
Ministry reports:  
 
From David Leis: 
Altar Society – Eileen Segebarth 
No report. Unable to reach her by phone or email. 
Homebound – Ashley Hayden 
After updating the substitute minister list, we lost 4 subs for Homebound Ministry. Sr. Lucy 
Bonifas has returned to homebound ministry work, and we are so glad to have her back. If we 
were able to get more people to volunteer to at least be subs for when our ministers are not 
able to go to the facilities or families, that would be wonderful. Perhaps we need to have a push 
for new volunteers for this ministry like we did for Liturgical ministries. 
 
Music – Kelly Groves 
STM Adult Choir. There were approximately 25 members in the St. Thomas More Adult Choir 
who diligently prepared to sing for Holy Week and Easter. Several members (12 to be exact) of 
the choir went to Owensboro with Kelly on April 9 to St. Stephen Cathedral to sing with the 
diocesan choir for Chris Kight’s Ordination. Kelly was selected by Diocesan Music Director, Mike 
Bogdan, as the cantor for the Chrism Mass held on April 12 at the Sports Center in Owensboro. 
The choir did a phenomenal job leading the liturgies for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 
Sunday.  The St. Thomas More Choir continues to sing for Sunday liturgies. There is no audition 
or singing experience required to be a part of this important choral ensemble. The St. Thomas 
More Choir rehearses on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. The expectation of a choir member is to 
arrive approximately 30 minutes prior to Sunday Mass for vocal warm ups and join in a short 
rehearsal.  



Resurrection Choir  
The Resurrection Choir is available to sing for funeral liturgies. There is no audition or singing 
experience required to be a part of this important ensemble. The Resurrection Choir does not 
have any weekly scheduled rehearsals. The expectation of a member is to arrive 30 minutes 
prior to a funeral liturgy for vocal warm ups and join in a short rehearsal.  
Cantors 
We currently have 12 cantors for the English Masses, 3 cantors for the Spanish Masses, and 4 
Seasonal Cantors who are in college and sing for Masses during school breaks such as 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, and summer.  We hold cantor workshops quarterly to train and 
instruct cantors including liturgy guidelines and vocal technique in a group setting. This is led by 
Director of Music and professional vocalist/cantor, Kelly Groves. 
Bell Choir 
The bell choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. Basic knowledge of music theory and 
music sight reading skills are essential in order to be a part of this ensemble.  
Trumpet 
A professional doctoral student from MSU was hired to play for the Easter Vigil and Easter 
Sunday Masses.  
 
From Jeri Duong: 
Coffee and Donuts:  We did not have coffee and donuts on Easter Sunday and will also not have 
it on May 15th, when Boy Scouts are having their pancake breakfast.  They are using 
approximately 8 dozen mixed donuts and 10 dozen donut holes from Munal’s. 
Special Receptions: 
There was a reception held for the Confirmation class on Sat. April 23.  We provided cake and 
punch for the families and had approximately 60 people in attendance. 
There was also a reception for the First Communion Class on April 30.  Expected crowd of 75-
100. 
Lenten Lunch was held on April 5, with Craig Willett from Knights of Columbus providing the 
meal.  Dr. Sam McNeill was our speaker and we had 49 in attendance; the response was 
excellent. 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery:   
We had the Dedication of the Garden of Angels Expansion Saturday April 30th and are planning 
on having a Memorial Day mass at the cemetery on May 30th. 
Grounds:  Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings workers are pulling remaining 
tulips.  They will put down more mulch and then Mary Kay will have the annuals out for 
planting, so the church grounds should look beautiful for Mother’s Day weekend.  They spread 
300 bags of mulch on April 23.  There is a large dead tree in the middle of the island of trees 
and greenery between Father's house and Sr. Lucy’s.  They are checking to see if it is something 
they can handle themselves.  They wanted to thank some of the scout helpers who worked on 
the 23rd.  Andrew, Noel, Eddie, Regina, Mike, Rick, Gene, Al and Paul. 
The Over 50’s Group is back up and meeting every other month 
Office volunteers are in the office daily from 11:00-1:00 to cover lunch for the staff. 
 
 



From Lynn Baker: 
Monica Hayden, Director, St. Mary School System, reports: 
We had a successful accreditation visit with no deficiencies found. We have developed a 3–5-
year plan to continue to improve our Catholic Identity, support students with learning 
differences, better utilize assessment tools, and improve overall school culture, participation, 
and spirit. We are winding up our year with many of the traditional activities that we have not 
been able to have or were modified the past few years such as Senior Prom, field trips, class 
trips and similar activities. Our enrollment numbers for next year shows growth as well as 
retention in the transition grades (6th and 9th). We have some construction projects planned 
for the summer including the auxiliary gym and some campus beautification.  
 
Steve Shoulta, Director of RCIA, reports: We had two candidates for full communion at the 
Easter Vigil, Rachel Brown and Rebekah Thuline. We baptized one boy, James Hughes, son of 
Rachel Brown. 
We have three folks that are continuing in formation, Charles Miller, Mitzi Collins and Megan 
Newman. Charles just began meeting with us in early April, but he is well catechized because he 
has been attending Mass with his Catholic Spouse for 50 years. He and Megan may be ready to 
be received into full communion by Pentecost. There are three other individuals that have been 
contacted about beginning. There is still a very strong paradigm that you only “begin” RCIA in 
the August / September timeframe even though that is not what I communicate when I invite 
folks to join us. I plan to have weekly sessions throughout the summer with the topics in the 
bulletin each week. 
 
The council will meet again on May 16 for the discernment session with potential council 
members.  At that time, volunteers to bring refreshments to the second session will be 
requested. 
 
The meeting was closed with prayer and a blessing from Father Brad. 
 


