
St. Thomas More  

 

Parish Council Minutes  

 

January 18, 2021 (Via Zoom)  

 

Members Present: Naomi Becker, Frank Bosh, Jeff Case, Tom Clinton, Joe Hobbs, Theresa 

Owens, David Riley, Jennifer Todd, Richard Vieitez, Fr. Brad Whistle, Kathy Willett and 

Miguelina Young  

 

Members Absent: No Members Absent  

 

Opening Prayer: Fr. Brad  

 

No Changes were made to the February 2020 minutes. This is the First meeting we’ve had 

since then due to COVID.  

 

Announcements: Naomi Becker will be assisting Theresa Owens with the Discernment 

process.  

Clayton Walker is now working part time with Communications and the recording of the mid 

week reflections.  

The staff will have a meeting coming soon to finalize dates / events for the new year. RCIA and 

the Stewardship Council are still meeting. Confirmation and First Communion have been 

scheduled. The Parish is getting regular updates from the Diocese via Zoom, concerning 

COVID restrictions and practices.  

 

Old Business: We are trying to move forward with plans for Discernment for the upcoming 

year. There was discussion of new ways to ask for Nominations from the Parish since people 

are still not attending Mass regularly. Some ideas were to email the Parish, announce it during 

Fr. Brad’s mid week reflection and / or in the weekly newsletter.  

The main and Mercy Chapel doors have cyber locks. We have surveillance and signage at the 

Church. Ushers we’re going to be in charge of locking the doors at Masses but since COVID it 

has been harder to get Ushers. We will revisit this again when Mass is back at full attendance.  

 

New Business: Tom Clinton announced that per Howard Grief, the new Garden of Angels is 

about 95% complete. The old Garden of Angels is about 80% complete. It’s been a slow 

process because of COVID. The K of C #11591 is going to maintain the GOA. The cemetery is 

opening bids for the 2021 mowing season. This will put a tremendous strain on their 

maintenance funds. Howard will put together a spreadsheet showing previous year’s financial 

and future requirements. They appreciate all support from STM. Cub Scouts has 21 scout 

members, the same as last year. They are having meetings outside, but are looking forward to 

the time when they can meet inside again to hold their Blue and Gold banquet and Pinewood 

Derby. They never got to have the Derby in 2020. The Boy Scout troop is in reorganization 

under new Scoutmaster Lynn King, which is important because they will bridge eight Scouts into 



the Troop later this Spring. They will be doing some recruiting throughout the year to keep them 

going with adult leadership. This year the troop will celebrate its  25th Anniversary since 

“Reboot” in 1996. The Cub Pack is nearing its 70th Anniversary. Jill Langston reported that 

there have been no Over 50’s potluck due to COVID restrictions. Also, for the same reason, the 

Parish has not utilized volunteers in the office.  

 

Theresa reported for Social concerns. Melisa said that the Bereavement committee plans to 

meet in February to make plans to move forward. Elizabeth meals have been cooking for Mr. 

Mike Polashock. They will also start taking meals to Ms. Lillie Watson.  

They have a new volunteer for Church transportation who will be trained and added to the 

schedule.  

 

Kathy announced the grounds committee has been doing some planting and making the 

campus look nice. There was no Celebrate your Marriage and has been no Sunday morning 

Coffee and Donuts.  

 

Frank announced The Knights of Columbus will come together on January 24 for a March for 

Life at Dolly McNutt Plaza. The Paducah K of C helped the Daughters of Isabella with desserts 

and made donations to Child Watch. The K of C St. Thomas had a tootsie roll drive. The 

Paducah Cooperative Ministry got a grant from Kentucky Kernels that will help get food in their 

pantry. They are in need of volunteers. Hope Unlimited is looking for funding. They have pro life 

signs available that you can pick up at the office.  

 

Jeff reported that collections have been good and strong and that we are ahead of budget. 

Expenses have been less.  

He also announced that the STM app isn’t working on phones. Fr. Brad is going to check into it.  

 

Miguelina announced that they are in need of volunteers at the Spanish Mass.  

 

Closing Prayer: Fr. Brad  

 

The next meeting will be February 15, 2021 at 6:30 via zoom.  

 


