
                                                            St. Thomas More 

                                               Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

                                                             August 27, 2017 

 

 

Members Present:  Arthur Azar, Frank Bosh, Keith Cash, Mike Crider, Andrew DuPerrieu, 
Diana Hand, Stacy Jones, Pam Malast Bill Murphy, Jennifer Todd, Fr. Brad Whistle, Kathy 
Willett, and Tomi Zaninovich  

Members Absent:  Fr. Al Bremer 

The minutes from the June 2017 meeting were approved. 

Old Business: 

Severe weather update – Bill reported they had a training session for about eight people in May.  
Need to decide on how to keep the radar monitors refreshed on what to look for.  Will likely 
require annual review sessions with Pat Spoden?  Andrew reported that the software is on the 
new computer in the music room.  Will send information to the Ushers once the new 
usher/greeter format is finalized.  In November there will be signs up.  Andrew is spearheading 
this and Kathy Willett volunteered to help. 

Special Needs update – Stacy reported that there are four new handicapped parking spaces in 
front of STM.  Steve DuPerrieu painted them.  Also, there are new doors on the west side of the 
Church.  They have a key pad entry.  The older wooden doors will be replaced as needed. 

Diana asked Mike if he brought up the subject of human trafficking at the last Finance 
Committee meeting.  He said he did not. 

New Business: 

We approved the upcoming meeting dates for the year.  Note:  The January meeting will be the 
5th Monday in January, 2018.  We will take a group photo at the September 25th meeting. 

The Parish picnic is on October 22nd this year.  Stacy will bring a sign-up sheet for the picnic to 
our next meeting for the council members to sign up.  Fr. Brad wondered if Melisa would like to 
come to the meeting?  Diana volunteered to help serve. 

Ministry assignment – 

Art:  Music and Worship 

Tomi:  Religious Education and Formation 

Diana:  Parish Outreach and Catholic Service Organizations 

Frank:  Community Outreach 



Kathy:  1st half of Parish Life 

Pam:  2nd half of Parish Life 

Jennifer:  Youth Ministry 

Bill Administration and Finance, excluding Finance Committee 

Andrew:  Communications and Three-Phase Stewardship 

Keith:  Spiritual Enrichment Opportunity 

Mike:  Finance Committee 

Stacy is going to check with Melisa to see if there is a current directory of Ministries and 
Programs booklet. 

 

Finance Report – Mike reported that our budget this year is similar to last year.  Financially we 
are in good shape.  St. Mary enrollment is headed back up.  There are 30 more students this year 
than last.  A large percent of our budget goes to St. Mary.  Religious education (Faith Formation) 
expenses have increased, but some are not showing up on Wednesday nights.  180 students were 
registered last year.  Each year a representative from St. Mary talks to Faith Formation about 
joining the school.  $40,000.00 a year of the STM budget goes to Faith Formation for staff 
salary, space rental, and materials. 

 

The next project the Finance committee is looking at is an addition to the church campus.  They 
discussed an education building in the next phase.  Members asked about parking, what would it 
be used for, would we have to get rid of the pond?  Fr. Brad said it could be a 2-3 years project 
and would cost in the two million dollar range.  The purpose would be for meeting space, such as 
for Faith Formation, youth activities, K of C, Boy Scouts, and perhaps a few offices. 

 

It is proposed to spend several hundred thousand dollars to put a stained glass window in the 
circle in the church and chapel, build a garage for the rectory, and the stabilization of the pond 
bank.  STM has already brought in a consultant for the stained glass and paid a $25,000.00 down 
payment. 

Mike also talked about the kitchen renovation.  He said it works much better for funeral meals.  
The kitchen needs a new ice machine. 

Disciples Response Fund rebate money – Stacy reported that to date we have received a check 
from the Diocese for $7,854.56.  Expected to receive a little less than $2,000.00 more.  After 
discussion, it was agreed that the church should send $5,000.00 of the rebate money to help build 
a Catholic church in Todd county.  Fr. Brad said the Bishop has encouraged all parishes to do so.  
There was discussion on what to do with the rest of the rebate money.  Fresh Start and Victory 



Through Grace were mentioned.  Stacy will find out the ending balance of the rebate money and 
we will discuss it further at the September meeting. 

Name Tags – Fr. Brad suggested that the Pastoral Council members should wear name tags when 
we are attending parish events.  Father will work on it. 

Bill asked that we use Gus Lloyd’s book for closing prayers at our meetings.  He has copies for 
each member and will bring them to the September council meeting. 

 

Ministry Reports: 

Pam reported that there is nothing new for the Alter Servers.  That school and sports make 
scheduling difficult at times.  There has been training the last two weekends for Greeters and 
Ushers.  Jubilate will have a September 23rd kick off.  The Alter society is contacting the Spanish 
community to encourage them to join.  Melisa said she lost a couple of Homebound ministers 
and could use some help.  Jim Hess said the choir is going to start back the Wednesday after 
Labor Day, and the hand bell musicians two weeks later.  He is hoping to use more bells in the 
worship services. 

 

August Closing Prayer -  Bill 


