
                                                St. Thomas More 

                                 Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

                                                February 26, 2018 

 

Members Present: Art Azar, Frank Bosh, Keith Cash, Mike Crider, Andrew 
DuPerrieu, Diana Hand, Stacy Jones, Pam Malast, Bill Murphy, Jennifer Todd, Fr. 
Brad Whistle, Kathy Willett 

Members Absent:  Tomi Zaninovich and Fr. Al Bremer 

Opening Prayer:  Fr. Brad 

One change was made to the January minutes.  It is the Stewardship Council 
members that will take turns at the welcome table, not the Pastoral Council 
members.   

Old Business: 

Diana reported on the discernment schedule.  The first two announcements will be 
in the bulletin before Easter, March 17-18 and March 24-25.  The next two will be 
April 7-8 and April 14-15.  The discernment dates are Monday, April 30 and 
Monday, May 7.  Nominations will be accepted through Monday, April 16. 

Stacy reported the AED training went well after the 9:00 mass on February 4.  
About seventeen people attended.  Stacy will check with Lori Meredith and Shelia 
Rea about scheduling trainings after the other masses. 

Bill reported on the capital campaign meeting held by Kirby-Smith on February 6.  
There were about 15-20 people who attended. Kirby-Smith talked through the 
process of fundraising.  Fr. Brad added that the campaign may include an 
educational building with a small gym and meeting rooms, such as for the Knights 
of Columbus and the Youth Group to meet. The capital campaign may also include 
stained glass for the church and chapel, Mt. Carmel cemetery improvements, 
walking Stations of the Cross, and signage for the church campus.  The educational 
building was part of the original plans for the church campus.  This campaign 
would be Envision II.  There will be a donor meeting and a mailing to introduce 
the campaign to the parish members. It may be sometime in the fall before the 
campaign can get started. 



New Business: 

Fr. Brad told us that he is would like to revisit the scheduled mass times, especially 
the Saturday evening mass.  Some parishioners have expressed concerns about 
having a wedding ceremony on Saturday nights.  Currently with the 5:30pm mass, 
the wedding is usually scheduled for 7:00pm, resulting in a very late dinner and 
reception.  Fr. Brad and Jim Hess will develop a poll of parishioners about 
preferences for all weekend mass times. 

Safe Environment update:  Stacy reported that once you complete the Safe 
Environment program, it is good for five years.  Jill Langston in the STM church 
office can tell a person when their certification expires.  Andrew reported that we 
should have a proactive approach, give information in our bulletin.  Such as who to 
contact, and how easy it is to complete on-line.  

Announcements: 

Mt. Carmel has negotiated a new grounds contract.  Mr. Sanders is pleased with 
the terms of the contract. 

Fr. Brad is waiting on word from the Diocese about recommendations for church 
safety.  He will be in Owensboro later in the week and will inquire about the status 
of the diocesan safety committee recommendations. 

Severe weather update:  Shane Veatch and Bill Murphy watched the weather radar 
during this past Saturday’s mass due to bad weather.  They made an announcement 
before mass that they would keep an eye on the radar and inform the congregation 
if there was a need to evacuate the sanctuary.  There was a nearby tornado that 
evening, but fortunately it came about 30 minutes after everyone had already left 
church. 

Ministry Reports: 

Andrew showed the council a welcoming packet that will be handed out in the 
Gathering Space before and after each mass the first weekend of each month.  This 
will start in March.  The Stewardship council will be in charge of  the welcome 
table.  Stewardship members will rotate out after three years on the council. 

Pam reported that the office still needs receptionist volunteers.  The 2018 picnic 
committee will start with a meeting in May.  The Special Meals/Receptions 
committee will have a reception on Holy Saturday and the Lenten Lunches.  They 
also need new members.  The Boy Scouts had a good attendance at the Blue/Gold 



banquet.  Many scouts have completed their rank requirements.  $1,950 has been 
pledged in support of the Lincoln Heritage Boy Scouts Council.  The Pinewood 
Derby will be held on March 4 in the SMES gym. 

Diana reported that Cathy Trussell with the Bereavement committee states that 
weather and illness had delayed their start this year but is now ready to contact 
volunteers.  The Elizabeth meals committee is going well.  They are preparing 
meals for one person at present.  The Funeral meals committee is pleased at having 
enough dishes donated.  They could use some strong people to volunteer to help 
clean up and take out the trash after the meals.  Eileen suggested some deep 
cleaning is needed and suggest a fulltime janitor or more jobs added to the current 
janitorial service.  Blood pressure checks are held the second Sunday of each 
month and could use more volunteers.  The Transportation committee is currently 
transporting two people to weekend masses.   

Jennifer reported that six youth from STM signed up for Youth 2000.  Youth 
groups are going well.  On average 7-25 students attend the meetings.  Chris is 
working on transforming the library into a youth room.  There will be a young 
adult dinner on March 24.  Chris is pleased that parents really stepped up and have 
all the meals covered for the Spring semester.  There will be a notice in the bulletin 
asking for candy to be donated for the Easter Egg Hunt.  Sheri Babbs will stuff 
eggs on Saturday, March 30.  Vacation Bible School will be held June 4-8 at the 
SMES.  The theme will be “Splash Canyon”.  Volunteers are needed. 

Frank reported that Hope Unlimited is working on a video and the next newsletter 
which comes out Tri-annually.  The Daughters of Isabella are in full swing for the 
dessert sales at the Lenten fish fries.  All proceeds go to charity.  They will also 
have cobbler sales at the KC Barbecues this summer.  Their donations have gone to 
Hope Unlimited, Child Watch, and Knights of Columbus.  The Sisters of Service is 
helping with the fish fries.  SOS attended the Empty Bowls project as a fun social.  
The ladies are working on organizing a St. Jude Children’s Hospital donation drive 
to collect toys and blankets for children fighting cancer.  Several of the ladies will 
be attending Youth 2000 with their respective churches.  Knights of Columbus St. 
Francis Lenten fish fries are underway and are about the same as last year on 
customers and sales.  They can always use more help.  St. John’s Knights of 
Columbus request BINGO help on Thursdays.  You don’t need to be a Knight or 
even Catholic to help. 



Kathy reported that Celebrate Your Marriage went well.  There were 20-30 more 
people there than last year.  Extra thanks to Craig Willett and Bob Hoppmann for 
cooking at the last minute because Cindy had the flu.  Bob and Lisa Hoppmann 
married in the church during the renewal of vows.  The new system of using 
carafes at Coffee and Donuts is going well.  Couples in Chris had a successful 
game night on February 3.  They are planning a St. Patrick’s Day gathering on 
March 17.  Jim from the Grounds Committee said that we should be able to soon 
enjoy all the daffodils and tulips planted in the fall.  They are getting ready for 
feeding and herbicide applications.  They have work to do behind the rectory as 
soon as construction is completed.  There are eight people on the Maintenance 
Committee and they are just starting to discuss projects to address in the coming 
year.  Moms Group formed a young adult committee.  They had a couple’s night 
out a few weeks ago.  Moms group is hoping to pick up once the weather 
improves.   

Mike reported that the Finance committee has been discussing the Capital 
Campaign for STM.   

Bill reported that the Endowment Committee has not met since 2013.  They can 
request up to 5 percent every year.  The only time it has been used was for the 
repairs to the STM parking lot. There is currently no endowment board in place. 

Closing Education Minute:  Pam reported on the topic of Liturgical Colors. 

The next meeting will be March 26, 2018 in the Sacred Heart room. 

 


