
s we experience these cold, dreary days of winter, it is often difficult 
to remember that the bright lights and celebrations of Christmas and 
Advent were just a few weeks ago. My favorite part of Advent since 

coming to Saint Thomas More is celebrating the Stewardship of Prayer. It is a 
very humbling experience to see so many parishioners come forward and make a 
commitment to increasing prayer in their everyday lives. This year’s Stewardship 
of Prayer booklet included monthly prayers centered around the overall theme of 
Stewardship.

Let’s take a moment and consider what stewardship is and what it means to our 
parish. “As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them 
responsibly, and share them lovingly in justice with others, and return them 
with increase to the Lord.” This is a quote from the Bishop’s Pastoral Letter, 
“Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response.” Our newly formed Stewardship Council 
is studying this letter and using it as the basis of developing 
Stewardship as a way of life for our parish.

Stewardship can be defined simply as making the 
most responsible use of one’s gifts and resources. 
Everything we have is a gift from God: our time, our 
talents, and our financial resources. Just as we 
recognize our talents and skills as gifts from 
God, which we offer back in service, we 
recognize our financial blessing as 
a gift, which we are also privileged 
to be able to offer back to God. 
We are all called to offer our gifts 
to God, but there are times in our 
lives when all that we can offer is 
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What groups do we support?

aint Thomas More continues to be good stewards of our parishioners monetary gifts to the church. We continue 
to invest in the betterment of several community groups in our area by giving a portion of our funds to their ef-
forts.

In the last fiscal year, we financially helped support over one dozen charitable groups including St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
in Elkton, KY, Paducah Cooperative Ministries and Fresh Start Village, the Community Kitchen, Family Service Society, 
Pastor’s Outreach, River City Mission, St. Vincent De Paul Society and Merryman House. We regularly support these orga-
nizations and throughout the year make one time gifts to many other groups when a need is identified.

S

ip O’Neill, long-time congressman and former 
speaker of the U. S. House of Representatives, 
was often quoted as saying, “All politics is local.” 

While Pope Francis likely never took any tips 
from O’Neill, the pope’s teachings and the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy suggest that we should give special emphasis 
to keep local our mercy as well as our politics. There 
are many needs all over the world, but we should never 
forget to look in our own back yard first. Pope Francis 
also suggests that the Catholic Church does not have 
a monopoly on good deeds. Partnering with other 
organizations, both religious and secular, is often the 
most effective way to serve the needs of all God’s people 
in our own communities. 
In 1973, Paducah area religious groups had the foresight 
to form Paducah Cooperative Ministries as a way 
for people of different faiths to pool their efforts and 
resources to serve the basic needs of local residents. 
PCM’s motto is “Doing God’s work with human hands.” 
Nearly 70 congregations join forces to provide support 
to PCM, representing virtually every major Christian, 
Jewish, and Islamic church in the area. Deacon Terry 
Larbes from Saint Thomas More Catholic Church is 
currently the chair of the PCM board of directors. PCM 
provides a food bank, emergency services, short-term 
shelter for homeless families, and various educational 
and counseling services to break the cycle of poverty and 
homelessness. Saint Thomas More committed to provide 
the major furnishings for four new houses in a new PCM 
complex, the Fresh Start Village. This program provides 

temporary housing for up to 9 months, day care, and 
basic family counseling so single mothers can become 
self-supporting. In November, St. Thomas More hosted 
the annual Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service 
sponsored by PCM, where portions of the worship service 
were contributed by Christian, Islamic, and Jewish 
congregations in the area.
Saint Thomas More’s pastors and Pastoral Council 
have long recognized the need to go outside traditional 
Catholic avenues to support local community needs. 
Excluding its support of the Saint Mary School System, 
the congregation provided nearly $120,000 last year to 
support ten different local organizations whose services 
ranged from soup kitchens to housing homeless men to 
local tornado relief efforts. This amount did not include 
the hundreds of pounds of food left in baskets in the 
church gathering space nor the hundreds of Christmas 
gifts provided for our Giving Tree project during the 
Christmas season. Some of the services provided by these 
local organizations very likely assist some Saint Thomas 
More parishioners, but most of those served will forever 
be unknown to the congregation.
When asked in the temple who was his neighbor, Jesus 
told the parable about the Good Samaritan, a foreigner. 
The Jubilee Year of Mercy should have brought home 
to us that everyone in our community is our neighbor, 
not just those in the pews of our own Catholic church, 
and we should extend our compassion and mercy to all 
regardless of their religious affiliation.

Mercy Begins at Home
Saint Thomas More’s community commitment
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Ash Wednesday - March 1
7 am & 6 pm Mass & Distribution of Ashes
8 pm Mass & Distribution of Ashes (Spanish)
Stations of the Cross
6:30  pm  Each Thursday Following Evening Mass (Chapel)
12:15 pm Each Sunday (Spanish)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
4 pm Each Saturday (Church)
5:30 pm Each Thursday (Chapel)
Lenten Lunch Series
12 pm Tuesday March 14 and 21 (Parish Hall)
 Join us for a light lunch and spiritual presentation

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - April 9
5:30 pm  Vigil Mass and Procession (Saturday)
9 am  Solemn Blessing & Procession of Palm
11 am  Mass and Procession
1 pm  Mass and Procession (Spanish) 
7 pm  Tenebrae
      A Service of Light, Scripture and Music
Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper - April 13
7 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
10 pm Night Prayer (Chapel)
Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord - April 14
12 pm Stations of the Cross
7 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
9 pm Stations of the Cross (Spanish)
Holy Saturday: The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night - April 15
7 pm Mass of Vigil
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord - April 16
9 am & 11 am  Mass
1 pm               Mass (Spanish)



erpetual Eucharistic Adoration is a privilege and one that few churches are able to offer. Many parishes have adoration only one or two days a month. Some are not able 
to offer it all. When Saint Thomas More’s parishioners set forth to build the Works of Mercy Chapel, one of the reasons was to be able to offer Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration. It has certainly made a big difference for many parishioners in their faith life.

Of course, Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is for everyone and you are welcome at anytime, day or night. One of the challenges of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is that 
many parishioners don’t have a complete understanding of ‘what to do.’ We hope these questions and answers help make you more comfortable and encourage you to spend 
time with Christ. We also hope that you feel moved to commit to a regular hour of adoration each week or month.

P

Perpetual Adoration
Some questions and answers

What is Perpetual Adoration?
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is continuous prayer before 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. It is an expression of our love 
for Jesus. The Host, the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity, of 
Jesus is placed in a monstrance and honored with the worship 
of adoration. Adorers make a commitment to spend an hour 
a week before the exposed consecrated Eucharist. Adoration is 
continuous seven days a week, twenty-four hours a day except 
for a brief period at the end of Lent, termed Triduum, when 
the Eucharist is reposed.

How does the Perpetual Adoration Chapel operate? 
The Works of Mercy Chapel is organized by a team of lay 
volunteers who schedule adorers for one hour per week. They 
make sure someone will always be there with the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

How do I sign up to be a Regular Adorer?
You may call or e-mail one of the Adoration Coordinators 
or the Parish Office. Contact information is available on the 
website and in the bulletin.

How are the adorers’ hours scheduled?
Each adorer determines which hour is best for him or her. We 
never assign hours to anyone and encourage people to consider 
the hour they choose carefully and to pray about it first. You 
also do not have to choose an hour that is currently empty. 
We realize that an hour that fits your schedule will help you 
keep your commitment each week. We are grateful to those 
who can do the more difficult hours, but realize that what is 
difficult varies with each person. 
Other options to consider when signing up for a Holy Hour 
include sharing an hour with another person or signing 
up with a group or parish ministry that rotates or assigns 
members each week. For example, you and three friends could 

commit to the same hour each week but then rotate that hour 
amongst each other for the month giving each person one day 
per month.

How do you get people to volunteer their time during the 
overnight hours?
You would be surprised! Many of our overnight adorers enjoy 
the extra solitude of the late night hours. Some work a late 
second or third shift and then spend an hour in the chapel 
on their way home. We do still have several overnight hours 
that are not regularly scheduled. If you aren’t comfortable 
committing to an hour every week or every month, consider 
being included on the substitute list and perhaps taking an 
overnight hour if asked to do so.

What if I cannot be there for my scheduled hour?
You will receive a list of substitutes and we ask that you make 
an attempt to find someone from that list. If you are unable to 
find a substitute, please contact the Adoration Coordinators 
for assistance.

Why is it so important that someone is always present? 
The Eucharist is not just an item that reminds us of Christ, 
but it is the physical body of Christ himself. The exposition in 
the monstrance leaves Christ vulnerable and must be properly 
attended at ALL times. Just as a Marine would never leave 
the body of another fallen Marine behind, faithful Catholics 
would never leave Christ’s Body unattended, EVER. 

How long does this commitment last? 
It lasts as long as you want it to last. Many people have had 
the same hour since Perpetual Adoration was started. We just 
ask that you not stop coming without calling us to let us know 
to take your name off the schedule.
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Can I change my hour?
Yes! We change hours of adorers all the 
time. We are always in need of new people 
as schedules change, people move and some 
people just want a different time. 

What do I do if my replacement does not come?
We ask that you do not leave until the person assigned to the 
next hour has arrived, if at all possible. There are many people 
stopping by the chapel and we do not want to rely on them to 
be responsible for making sure someone is there. It is very rare 
for a replacement not to come. However, if it does occur, there 
is a phone on the wall in the Chapel Sacristy that you can use 
to call your replacement. The schedule of adorers, with phone 
numbers, is posted in the sacristy.
If you are unable to stay or find someone to fill the hour, you 
must repose the Blessed Sacrament before leaving. Anyone is 
allowed to repose the Sacrament however, there are certain steps 
that must be taken. The instructions are located in a book in 
the back of the chapel.

How do I spend my hour each week?
Let the Holy Spirit guide you. The Chapel has a bookshelf with 
books that are available for you to read while in the Chapel. 
We ask that you return any book you were reading to the shelf 
before leaving the Chapel.  Please take all materials you bring 
into the Chapel home with you when you leave.

What benefit is Perpetual Adoration to me?
No matter what our vocation in life, we are all called to 
holiness. Spending time with Jesus will lead you in that 
direction. Don’t expect everything in your life to suddenly 
change or to be perfect. Jesus never promised to take away 
our sufferings, but He did promise to be there with us in our 
sufferings. As we spend time with Jesus we come to trust Him 
and rely on Him more and more.

Who can visit the chapel?
The chapel is open to all visitors at any hour of the day or night. 
Perpetual Adoration enables the chapel to be open for any and 
all persons wanting to make a visit to the Lord.

What safety measures are in place? Will everyone have access to 
the Church?
During the day, everyone will have access to the Works of 
Mercy Chapel. At night, once the doors are locked, the door to 
the chapel can be accessed with a code. This will allow adorers 
to enter the chapel securely. A restroom is available. Adorers are 
asked to carry a cell phone with them. 

Will adoration ever be cancelled? 
During Masses and special events the monstrance will be 
reposed. You will be also be notified in the case of inclement 
weather. If you sign up for a particular hour, we encourage you 
to download Saint Thomas More’s smart phone app. The app 
includes the option to ‘join’ a particular group to get special 
notices and information. Simply download the app and then 
click on the three small lines in the upper left corner and choose 
notifications. There, you can choose to be included in the 
Perpetual Adoration group. 

Can I bring my children? 
Yes, absolutely. Adoration is for kids and whole families too. 
Just make sure that they are old enough to understand how to 
be quiet in order to not intrude upon the prayer time of  
others.



Christmas At Saint Thomas More
A special time of year



n late January, Fr. Julio Cesar Palarino Castro 
held the annual “Encuentro” in Hopkinsville. 

Fr. Julio is originally from Uruguay, but a priest 
from the Archdiocese of la Plata, Argentina. Fr. Julio 
has been a wonderful gift to the Hispanic community 
in our diocese for the past five years. 
At Encuentro, Hispanics from various parishes across 
the Diocese of Owensboro, including many from Saint 
Thomas More, gathered to congratulate and recognize Fr. 
Julio for his 25th anniversary as a priest.
Every January, Fr. Julio visits our dioceses and lends a 
hand in various pastoral needs including leading the 
diocesan Hispanic Encuentro that draws more than 300 
adults from across western Kentucky.

I

Encuentro Hispanic Retreat
STM parishioners join others in Hopkinsville
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Diocesan Office of Hispanic Ministry

his year’s candidates, who 
are studying the Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Adults, 
are moving toward the end of their 
studies and beginning of their new 
lives in communion with the Church 
family. The intent of their spiritual 
journey will be to join the Church on 
Holy Saturday as part of the Easter 
Vigil in the Holy Night on April 15. 
We look forward to welcoming the 
candidates as full members of our 
faith community.
Our candidates are: William Bell, Danielle Dome, Dillon Dome, Liz Dome, Tyler Dome, 
Nate Faugno, Al Krall, Josh Smith, Katy Smith and Ryan Timmons. We ask for your 
prayers and support for our candidates as the finish their studies.

T

RCIA Candidates Prepare
Easter marks their planned entry to the church
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The Last Word

our time to care for a sick child or a dying parent. Even when our lives are less 
committed, we can only hope to contribute to one or two areas of ministry in 
the parish. However, when we intentionally and consistently support the work 
of the parish, we are sharing in all the ministries. 

• We are part of the welcoming team.

• We are part of the outreach to the poor. 

• We are part of the committed people who teach God’s word to our children. 

Stewardship then is not a program or a gimmick. It is part of the new way of life 
to which discipleship calls us. Stewardship is what we do after we say we believe 
in Jesus Christ. The vitality and vibrancy of our parish life is dependent on the 
contributions of the believing community. The continued strength and witness 
of our parish is contingent on our willingness to embrace stewardship as a way 
of life, and to allow our faith to guide our lives in offering all that we have and 
all that we are to the glory of God and the building up of God’s kingdom. 

Be on the lookout as the Stewardship Council shapes and forms new 
opportunities for our parish family. Please pray the monthly Stewardship prayers 
in the booklet with me. And if you didn’t get a booklet, pick one up in the 
Gathering Space.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces 
to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 
full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not 
be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. - Matthew 6:16 - 18


