An Introduction to the Book of the Prophet




The Prophecy of |saiah:
Political Background

e |saiah of Jerusalem ministered from the year King
Uzziah died (740BC) through the reigns of Jotham
(740-732), Ahaz (7/32-716), and Hezekiah
(716-687).

* During this time, Israel and Judah were under

|
- threat tfrom the Assvrian
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The Kingdom Divideo

* The United Kingdom lasted during the reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon.

* Following Solomon's death in 926, tensions between the northern part of
Israel containing the ten northern tribes, and the southern section
dominated by Jerusalem and the southern tribes reached boiling point.
When Solomon's successor Rehoboam dealt tactlessly with economic
complaints of the northern tribes, in about 930 BCE (there are difference of
opinion as to the actual year) the United Kingdom of Israel and Judah split

into two kingdoms: the northern Kingdom of Israel, which contained
amaria, and the southern Kingdom o
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The Assyrian Captivity: Ten
| ost Iribes

 The Assyrian Captivity is the period in the history of
Ancient Israel and Judah during which thousands of
Israelites of ancient Samaria were resettled as captives
by Assyria. The Northern Kingdom of Israel was
conqguered by the Neo-Assyrian monarchs, Tiglath-
Pileser lIl and Shalmaneser V. The later Assyrian rulers
Sargon Il and his son and successor, Sennacherib, were
responsible for finishing the twenty-year demise of
Israel's northern ten-tribe kingdom, although they did
not overtake the Southern Kingdom. Jerusalem was
besieged, but not taken. The tribes forcibly resettled by
Assyria later became known as the Ten Lost Tribes.
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The Book of the Prophet
|saiah: Structure

The scholarly consensus which held sway through most of the 20th century saw three separate collections of
oracles in the book of Isaiah. A typical outline based on this understanding of the book sees its underlying
structure in terms of the identification of historical figures who might have been their authors:

1-39: Proto-Isaiah, containing the words of the original Isaiah;
40-55: Deutero-lsaiah, the work of an anonymous Exilic author;
56-66: Trito-Isaiah, an anthology of about twelve passages.

‘While one part of the consensus still holds — virtually no contemporary scholar maintains that the entire book,
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Proto-Deutero- [rito-l1salah

* Chapters 1-39 come from the historic Isaiah ben Amoz, who lived in the Kingdom of Judah during
the reigns of four kings from the mid to late 8th century BCE. During this period, Assyria was
expanding westward from its origins in modern-day northern lrag towards the Mediterranean,
destroying first Aram (modern Syria) in 734-732 BCE, then the Kingdom of Israel in 722-721, and
finally subjugating Judah in 701.

* The conquest of Jerusalem by Babylon and the exile of its elite in 586 BCE ushered in the next
stage in the formation of the book. Deutero-Isaiah addresses himself to the Jews in exile, offering
them the hope of return. Deutero-Isaiah's predictions of the imminent fall of Babylon and his

- glorification of Cyrus as he delivr of Israel date his prophecies to 550-539 BCE, and probably
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The Book of the Prophet Isaiah:
Structure

ISAIAH AT A GLANCE
Focus | Prophecies Of Condemnation ~ piisiorc@  Prophecies Of Comfort

1 1—13:1 24:1 —— 28:1——36:1—— 40:1 ——49:1 58:1 — 66:24

Prophec1es Against Prophecies Of Hezekiah's "
Israel’s

Division Salvation, Israel's Israel’s lorious
Judah Day Of | Judgment & | gickness, And | Deliverance | Deliverer ;,
I\dtlons Lord Blessing Sin uture

Prophetic Ihswnc Messianic
Topic —
Judgment Transmon Hope
Locatlon Israel And Judah

Time c. 740-680 s.c.
Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts © 199 3 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.







Messianic Prophecy in the Book of Isaiah

CharacteristicoftheMessiah
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28:16 Heis theco merstﬁﬁ'eof the foundatlon Ro. 9:32-3;10:11

’m_‘? |

42:1 He will have the Lord’s Spirit upon Him and the Lordwill Mt 3:15-7
uphold Him

49:7;53:1-3 He will be rejected by Israel and the nations John12:37

42:6;49:6 He will extend salvation to the end of the earth and be a Mt. 28:18-20 vt
light to the gentiles Acts1:7-8

90:4-5 He will be obedientto the Lord Mt. 26:39

20:6 He will give His back to be struck, His beard to be Mt. 27:26,30

plucked and His face to be spit upon

o and rejectedby Mark 15:2932
W’tmken and afﬂlcted for oursins Mark 15:25

93:5-6 He will be a sin offering Ro. 4:25 |

93:7 He did not speak to defend Himself Mt. 27:13-14

93:9 He will be given a grave with the rich MLt. 27:56-60



Twelve Tribes of Israel

Tribe of Reuben

Tribe of Simeon
Tribe of Levi
Tribe of Judah

Tribe of Issachar




The Rise and Fall of
Empires: Assyria

The Assyrian Empire was a powerful ancient
Mesopotamian empire, known for its military
dominance and vast territorial expansion during the
Neo-Assyrian period (911-609 BCE). It expanded
through a series of conquests to become one of the
largest empires in history, stretching from Egypt in the
west to parts of modern-day Iran in the east. Its legacy
Includes advanced military tactics, impressive

ultimately fell to a coalition of Babylonians and Medes.



Kings of Assyria

- Tiglath-Pileser lll (reigned 745-727 BC): He began the conquest by
capturing many of the northern kingdom of Israel's cities and deporting
many of its inhabitants.

Shalmaneser V (reigned 726—721 BC): He initiated the final siege of
the capital city, Samaria, which lasted for three years.

Sargon |l (reigned 721-705 BC): He completed the conquest of
- Samaria, which led to the destruction of the northern kingdom of Israel.

Sennacherib (reigned 705-681 BC): After the fall of Israel, he focused
his attention on the southern kingdom of Judah, capturing many of its


https://www.google.com/search?cs=1&sca_esv=d915882ffb3cd600&q=Tiglath-Pileser+III&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjV1duk_7mQAxXpTTABHcmjFjMQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfA9HIadDCp8qW1HnJHAgaBirYI4YMD4pk2cIhuQWSf1wGaMONfnEEfMJEYw0HWd9gkQABaAIGwoXmnEJAc_nb4Q-XSgFDdO5y2ugKzKi17Q4Msd1WXxXwyHT6Id3_BFZMQetBn9Fp22ZsVivwyeYjMWjuzCwlcdZiLkiEqeYviQGWNegDUlvM4my9PnxkcKTtiVZkMaspvChYFH3z8bHin97A&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=1&sca_esv=d915882ffb3cd600&q=Shalmaneser+V&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjV1duk_7mQAxXpTTABHcmjFjMQxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfA9HIadDCp8qW1HnJHAgaBirYI4YMD4pk2cIhuQWSf1wGaMONfnEEfMJEYw0HWd9gkQABaAIGwoXmnEJAc_nb4Q-XSgFDdO5y2ugKzKi17Q4Msd1WXxXwyHT6Id3_BFZMQetBn9Fp22ZsVivwyeYjMWjuzCwlcdZiLkiEqeYviQGWNegDUlvM4my9PnxkcKTtiVZkMaspvChYFH3z8bHin97A&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=1&sca_esv=d915882ffb3cd600&q=Sargon+II&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjV1duk_7mQAxXpTTABHcmjFjMQxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfA9HIadDCp8qW1HnJHAgaBirYI4YMD4pk2cIhuQWSf1wGaMONfnEEfMJEYw0HWd9gkQABaAIGwoXmnEJAc_nb4Q-XSgFDdO5y2ugKzKi17Q4Msd1WXxXwyHT6Id3_BFZMQetBn9Fp22ZsVivwyeYjMWjuzCwlcdZiLkiEqeYviQGWNegDUlvM4my9PnxkcKTtiVZkMaspvChYFH3z8bHin97A&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=1&sca_esv=d915882ffb3cd600&q=Sennacherib&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjV1duk_7mQAxXpTTABHcmjFjMQxccNegQIBRAB&mstk=AUtExfA9HIadDCp8qW1HnJHAgaBirYI4YMD4pk2cIhuQWSf1wGaMONfnEEfMJEYw0HWd9gkQABaAIGwoXmnEJAc_nb4Q-XSgFDdO5y2ugKzKi17Q4Msd1WXxXwyHT6Id3_BFZMQetBn9Fp22ZsVivwyeYjMWjuzCwlcdZiLkiEqeYviQGWNegDUlvM4my9PnxkcKTtiVZkMaspvChYFH3z8bHin97A&csui=3
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The Rise and Fall of Empires:
Babylon

The Babylonian Empire reached its greatest
extent under two different rulers: Hammurabi in
the Old Babylonian period and Nebuchadnezzar ||
in the Neo-Babylonian period. Hammurabi's

empire stretched from the Persian Gulf to

the Zagros Mountains, while Nebuchadnezzar I
expanded it to its furthest western reach, from the
Persian Gulf to the borders of modern-day Egypt.
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The Rise and Fall of Empires:
Persia

The Persian Empire refers to a series of dynasties in

modern-day Iran that spanned from the 6th century BCE to

the 20th century CE. The first and largest of these was

the Achaemenid Empire, founded by Cyrus the

Great around 550 BCE. It became one of history's largest
- _empires, stretching from the Balkans to the Indus Valley
and known for its centralized administration, infrastructure
like the Royal Road, and relative cultural tolerance
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The Middle East
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https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/correspondence-between-assyrian-empire-and-king-of-judah-uncovered-in-jerusalem/

The Messianic Hope

e The Book of Isaiah is built around three
Messianic Portraits:

» The King (chapters 1-37)




The Messianic Hope

e Several key features are common to each portrait

 The Messiah is endowed with Spirit and Word.

 The Concept of Righteousness




The Messianic Hope: The
KINg
 Chapters 1-5: Deterioration of Jerusalem (1:

21-23), Inevitable Punishment: (1: 24-25);
restoration (1: 26).

* Chapters 6-12: two images: corrupt King Uzziah
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The Messianic Hope: The
KINg

e Chapters 13-27: People of God surrounded by the
Gentiles. Dynasty of David will come (14: 29);
|deal of Zion achieved (14: 32). Zion delivers the
needy (15: 1-16: 14), and welcome the nations
(24: 23); the Messianic Banqguet (25: 6-9); worship
on the Holy Mountain: 27: 13)




The Messianic Hope: The
KINg

Chapters 36-37: Historical Append|x An
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Kingship in Israel: Covenant

Five major covenants

Adamic/Edenic Covenant: The
initial covenant in Eden, broken
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Kingship in Israel: Covenant

Five major covenants | S
Noahic Covenant: God's promise
to Noah to never again destroy
the earth with a flood.
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Kingship in Israel: Covenant

Five major covenants

Abrahamic Covenant: A promise
to Abraham that his descendants

Le
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Kingship in Israel: Covenant

Five major covenants

Mosaic Covenant: The law given
to the Israelites through Moses on
Mount Sinai.



Kingship in Israel: Covenant

Five major covenants

Davidic Covenant: God's promise
that a descendant of David would
rule on the throne forever.



Kingship In Israel

The Davidic Covenant: A perpetual
promise from God to David that his
descendants would rule on an eternal

throne and that his dynasty would never
end. (2 Samuel 7)

The king was considered to be ruling on
"the throne of the Lord" and was expected

-
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iINngship In Israel

Succession and the line of David:
After King Solomon, Son of David,
the kingdom was divided, but the
Davidic line continued in the
southern kingdom of Judah.




Kingship In Israel: Davio

David was anointed king three times
In his life: first as a youth by the
prophet Samuel, and later twice
publicly after King Saul's death, first
over the tribe of Judah and then over
all of Israel. His first anointing by
Samuel was a private event in
Bethlehem, signifying that God had
chosen him, while the later
~anointings marked his actual |
accession to the throne.




Kingship In Israel: Davio

David was anointed king three times
In his life: first as a youth by the
prophet Samuel, and later twice
publicly after King Saul's death, first
over the tribe of Judah and then over
all of Israel. His first anointing by
Samuel was a private event in
Bethlehem, signifying that God had
chosen him, while the later '
anointings marked his actual
accession to the throne.

_______



Kingship In Israel: Solomon

e Solomon is the son of David
with Basheba, the wife of
Uriah.

e Solomon is the last King to
rule over the united Kingdom.
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Kingship In Israel: Solomon

The Hebrew name for
Solomon, “Shlomo,” means
‘peace.” In contrast to King
David’s reign, which was
marked by ongoing conflict,
Solomon’s kingship was
characterized by peace, and
widespread prosperity.

Solomon completed the First
Temple. Construction took 7
years and was completed in
2935 (827 BC).
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Kingship In Israel: Solomon

Scripture records the first case
adjudicated by King Solomon,
involving two mothers who had each
recently given birth. When one of the
infants died 1n his sleep, each mother
claimed that the deceased child
belonged to the other mother. Hearing
the story, Solomon ruled that the baby
who was still alive should be cut in
half, and each mother would receive a
piece. One of the mothers begged that
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The Messianic Hope: The
KINg
 Chapters 1-5: Deterioration of Jerusalem (1:

21-23), Inevitable Punishment: (1: 24-25);
restoration (1: 26).

* Chapters 6-12: two images: corrupt King Uzziah
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The Messianic Hope: The
KINg

e Chapters 13-27: People of God surrounded by the
Gentiles. Dynasty of David will come (14: 29);
|deal of Zion achieved (14: 32). Zion delivers the
needy (15: 1-16: 14), and welcome the nations
(24: 23); the Messianic Banqguet (25: 6-9); worship
on the Holy Mountain: 27: 13)




The Messianic Hope: The
Servant

o 42: 1-4: The Servant’s Task: Endowed with Spirit
and Word

e 49: 1-6: The Servant’s Task: Endowed with Word
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