

From Father Jim

I am not a big fan of “high wire acts.” Even as a kid, when I went to the circus, I could not enjoy them. I have the greatest admiration for the performer. It takes incredible skill and precision to make the crossing from one side of the ‘big top’ to the other. However, I could not hold the tension inside of me and keep focused. I was in awe of the feat, but had to look away. It was more tension than I could stand! 

Today’s Gospel story of “a woman caught in adultery” kicks up the same reaction. The tension between misery and mercy is found right at the center of genuine Gospel living. It is a story of incredible skill and precision. Jesus holds within Himself the tension between good and evil; light and darkness; between joy and despair. Jesus is not up in the air for this “high wire act,” but right here on the ground with the woman, the elders, his disciples, and the lookers and passersby. What a work of mercy! 

This story has way more at work in it than often considered. Our focus goes to the woman and her grave sins. Yet, she is far from the only sinner in the story. Jesus has in his view everyone who has gathered. His eyes are on her, but also the crowd who brought her, and all of the members on the ground with them. His eyes are on not only the woman’s sin, but also those of the crowd who brought her, who were literally using her to get at Him. This confrontation had all the makings of an unbelievably hostile and violent event. Talk about a risk taker!

It is awesome that no one walked away from this event with condemnation. She, we know, walked away with mercy and forgiveness. The rest just walked away. They left possibly even worse than they arrived. They left with their unclaimed misery and now even more frustration! How different an ending could be for anyone, everyone, who can recognize their need for forgiveness and healing. How different a beginning for anyone who can recognize that Yes, God’s mercy, forgiveness, and healing is right here on the ground and in our midst. Some “high wire acts” are worth taking! 


Easter Triduum Decorating: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We will decorate Immaculate Conception Church for Easter on Friday, April 19 at 1:30 pm after the 12 pm Stations of the Cross. We will decorate St. Jude’s for Holy Thursday on Wednesday April 17 at 12 pm. We will decorate St. Jude’s for Easter on Saturday, April 20 at 9 am. Call 443-553-5625 to offer your help for any of these times.


Parish Cemetery Regulations Seasonal Reminder:
Mowing Season is from April 1st - Nov 30th. No decorations of any type are permitted on graves during mowing season. This includes solar lights, shepherd hooks, figures, etc. Thank you!


[image: ]CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
          Children’s Liturgy is for children ages 5-8 ONLY. Children
          who are not in this category are asked to stay in church.
There is NO CLW next Sunday. Happy Easter!
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April 15, 2019		
8:30 am	Tony Sniadowski


April 16, 2019		
8:30am 	Frances Koenig


April 17, 2019		
8:30 am	Ruth Green


April 18, 2019		Holy Thursday
8:30 am	Vincente Sanchez
7:00 pm SJ	Gemma Zagni Davis


April 19, 2019		Good Friday
8:30 am	Matthew and Genevieve Lynch
7:00 pm SJ	Bettie Mahoney Murray


April 20, 2019		Holy Saturday
8:30 am	Salvador Panes
11:00 am 	Blessing of Food
8:00pm 	Arthur R. Jones Jr. 


April 21, 2019 		Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
7:00 am	People of the Parish
8:30 am	Edward and Patricia McCarthy
9:00 am SJ	William Biedrzycki
10:15 am	Rev. Paul Campbell
12:00 pm	Rand Costich


Holy Week Schedule:
· Palm Sunday, April 14
· Regular Sunday Mass Schedule
· Holy Thursday, April 18
· 8:30AM Morning Prayer - IC Chapel
· 7:00PM Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper - SJ
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows until 9:30pm.
· Good Friday, April 19
· 8:30AM Morning Prayer - IC Chapel
· 7:00PM Celebration of the Passion of the Lord - SJ
· Holy Saturday, April 20
· 8:30AM Morning Prayer - IC Chapel
· 11:00AM Blessing of Food - IC Chapel
· 12:00PM Ecumenical Service of the Passion - Elkton Presbyterian Church
· 8:00PM Easter Vigil - ICC
· Easter Sunday, April 21
· Regular Sunday Mass Schedule


Second Sunday of Easter of the Divine Mercy
Next Sunday, April 28th is “Divine Mercy Sunday.” We invite you to celebrate Divine Mercy in any of the following ways:
1. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will occur after 12:00 Mass.
2. Those gathered will pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 2:00 PM concluding with Benediction.
3. The requirements for the indulgence associated with this devotional activity can be satisfied by participating in any of the parish Masses next Sunday or participating in Reconciliation at our scheduled times. (ICC Saturday from 4:10pm - 4:50pm and SJ Sunday from 8:20am - to 8:50am.)
Readings for next week:
Easter Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
First Reading: Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Peter discusses Jesus' life of preaching and healing. Jesus was crucified, he rose up, and was seen by his witnesses. Peter also mentions the importance of all the disciples bearing witness to what they saw, so that many people would believe in Jesus, and have their sins forgiven through him.
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
Paul asserts that we must pay attention to higher realms rather than earthly concerns. Our life is not yet completely known to us, until Christ appears and we are raised to glory.
Gospel: John 20:1-9
When Mary Magdalene discovered Jesus' tomb was open, she told Simon Peter and another disciple. They ran to the tomb and Peter went inside. He found the burial wrappings on the ground, with the head covering separate from the rest. The other disciple came in and they believed what they saw, although until then they had not understood the Scripture's message of Jesus' resurrection.


DAILY READINGS:
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Sunday Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14-23:56 or 23:1-49
Monday................................................................Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday...................................................Is 49:1-6; Jn 13-21-33, 36-38
Wednesday.....................................................Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
Thursday.........Chrism Mass: Is61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9; Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21
................Evening Mass: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15
Friday......................Is 52:13-53:12; Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9; Jn 18:1-19:42
Saturday...................................Gn 1:1-2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; Gn 22:1-18
.......or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ex 14:15-15:1; Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11;
........Bar 3:9-15, 32-4:4; Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Rom 6:3-11; Lk 24:1-12


2019 Annual Catholic Appeal –“AS I HAVE DONE FOR YOU, YOU SHOULD ALSO DO”

This year’s Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “As I have done for you, you should also do,” is taken from the Gospel of St. John when he recounts Jesus washing the feet of His Disciples. It is through this role of servant that Jesus gives us a model to follow. However, Following Christ is no easy task because it means that we must put all others before ourselves. 

Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge to this year’s Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal. If you have not yet participated, please consider doing so today. Your gift makes a real difference in the lives of thousands of individuals and families who reside within our 12-county diocese. Pledge envelopes are available by the entrances of the churches and can be placed in the offertory basket, given to an usher, or dropped off at the Parish Center during office hours. Thank you for your generosity. 

You can learn more the Annual Catholic Appeal by picking up a copy of the campaign information handout located by the entrances of the church or by visiting the diocesan website at www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal.


FOCUS FOR LENT 2019
By “Walking with Jesus”, we are gradually surrounding ourselves with footprints of Corporal Works of Mercy and the Beatitudes. Many parish groups have filled in footprints that are on the windows. Trace your foot, add names of loved ones, and give it to an usher before Mass. Bring in a stone representing your efforts to walk with Jesus. Help pave the path to the altar. Lastly, read the parishioner articles highlighted each week. Check out our parish website or the bulletin boards to read them in their entirety.
“Our Local Community Kitchen” - Kathy Chamberlin
This gathering, this ‘community kitchen’ serving lunch every Friday, has been both a community meal and a blessing for so many guests for almost two decades. The warmth and hospitality of a healthy, nutritious meal and a place (Elkton Presbyterian Church at 209 E. Main St. in downtown Elkton) to relax for a few hours is a respite for all who come. Jesus said, “Feed my lambs and feed my sheep.” Our lambs and sheep are being nourished with great food, joyful smiles, and tender loving care. The ‘Kitchen’ is not just a place, but a state of mind wherein many acts of mercy are exchanged between guests and volunteers. Many guests feel the joy that transpires week after week and relay what it has done to lift their spirits. The volunteers have the same experience. The guests have helped them in a way that touches them deeply. Each Friday guests and volunteers offer prayer requests or give witness to how the Lord is helping them in their lives. The sincerity of the grace every Friday is a testimony of how our guests deeply depend on our Lord. This dependence is a reminder to all of us that no gift, no matter how small, should be taken for granted. Our parish’s next date to serve the Community Kitchen is on Friday, April 26. Please consider joining us or preparing food.


Liturgical Ministers Next Week: April 20th and 21st 

Holy Thursday 7:00pm St. Jude
Servers Jeremy M, Sean M, Mitchell H, Robert H, Joseph H •EM’s: Mary Anne S, Kathy C, Mary C • Lector: Pat K, John N
• Ushers: Jule V
Good Friday, 7:00pm St. Jude
Servers Benedict J, Henry W, David M, Robert H •EM’s: Narcy Z, Tom V • Lector: Brigid W, Rachel W • Ushers: Jule V
Holy Saturday, 8:00pm Immaculate Conception
Servers Henry W, Gabriel O, Valerie O •EM’s: Grace B, Rita M, Diana B • Lectors: Francis C, Michele C, Ben F, Pat K, Mary K • Ushers: Eileen P, Pat C, Bill B
Easter Sunday:
7:00 am
Altar Servers *Unfilled* •EM’s: Gerald M, Frank S•Lector: Bill K • Ushers: *Unfilled*
8:30 am
Altar Servers: Sean M, Henry W • EMs: Kathy C, Mary Ann E 
• Lector: Nora W •Ushers: *Unfilled*
9:00 am (SJ)
Altar Servers: Elizabeth R. • EM’s: Mary Anne S, Narcy Z, Tom V, Carol V, Helen B • Lector: Hank C • Ushers: Jule V
10:15 am
Altar Servers: *Unfilled* • EM’s: Ricard L, Julie M, Peter G, Cecilia G • Lector: Tina B •Ushers: *Unfilled*
12:00 noon
Altar Servers: *Unfilled* • EMs: Mary C, *Unfilled* • Lector: **UNFILLED** • Ushers: *Unfilled*
 (
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
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Walk-In Wednesdays: 
Walk -In Wednesdays are every Wednesday from 9:00am–11am. Tours are offered to those who wish to see the school in action!

[image: Image result for vacation bible school 2019 Roar]Have you come to Story Time yet?? Join us Wednesdays at 10:00am to listen to Gwen Davis ready classic stories. Mrs. Davis provides activities to compliment the story. It is a morning full of crafts, music, and even snacks! The last chance to go to Story Time this year is Wednesday, May 8th at 10:00am in the PreK Room!! Visit www.facebook.com/icschoolmd and mark “Going” if you plan on attending. Space is limited, but all are welcome!

In the spirit of Giving: Grades 1 & 2 are doing a great job with Outreach donations!

Our actors in “Honk Jr!” will be performing some songs for the Religious Ed classes at Sacred Heart Church today! Break a leg!

Last Week...

The 1st Grade had their “Special Person’s Lunch! We know they all had a great time eating and chatting with their loved ones! 

Challenge Island has begun!! Once upon a time there was a page-turning island that transformed favorite children's books into action-packed STEAM adventures. Challenge Island's Fantastic Fiction Island is a literary adventure of epic proportions!

Coming Up...

Our students will have a Seder meal as well as Stations of the Cross on Thursday, April 18th.

On Fridays during lunch, students will be selling Philly Pretzel Factory Pretzels. The sales benefit the theater program at ICS!

Tuesdays during lunch, student council will be selling ice cream to benefit Haiti.
FAITH FORMATION
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & SACRAMENTS

[image: CCDPSR]Religion Classes: We have approximately 30 families who have not re-registered for classes next year. We need your registration to order books and supplies for next year. 

First Communion: There is a Communion Rehearsal at St. Jude’s on Thursday, April 25th at 6:30 pm for children celebrating Communion at St. Jude’s on Sunday, April 28th at 9:00 am. 

Outreach Donations: Please remember items for Outreach


Vacation Bible School: Join us for Vacation Bible School from Sunday, June 23 - Thursday, June 27 from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the school. Preschool 4 and 5 year old Elementary: K - Gr 5. Registrations are at the parish center and online. 


Thank you Sister Grace!! We are saddened to announce that because of complications in health and recovery, Sister Grace has decided that she will be unable to return to us next year. We are beyond thankful for her years of dedication and service to our Religious Ed program and its students.
Some have been asking for Sr. Grace’s address:
Sr. Grace Andrew Jeffery, OSF
Assisi House
600 Red Hill Road
Aston, PA 19014


Youth Ministry & Confirmation
[image: whats-your-story]
CONFIRMATION 
* Service Activities/Projects form is now past due.
* Letter to Pastor is now past due.
* Retreat is Saturday, April 27th at 8:00am in the ICS gym. 

YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group will not meet tonight, or Easter Sunday, April 21st. 

YOUTH MINISTRY WISH LIST: Sodas and paper plates


ADULT EDUCATION

Follow Me – Meeting Jesus in The Gospel of John
Will meet on Monday, April 15th at 6:30pm and repeats Tuesday, April 16th at 9:15am in the parish center. All are welcome!

Adult Confirmation Class: If you have been baptized and received Communion then this class is for you. Please contact the Religion Office at 410-392-3551 to register for this all important class on Thursday, May 16th.
 (
FAITH FORMATION
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SOCIAL CONCERNS
OUTREACH

[image: Image result for beer and wine clip art]Please consider donating to the Outreach! Thank you so much for your help, generosity, prayers, & donations to this essential ministry!!

Food items needed: Baked Beans, cereal, soup, and crackers.
Non-Food items: toothbrushes, deodorant, soap, paper towels, and diapers size 5 or 6.
No clothing please!! As much as we appreciate the gesture, we simply do not have the space to store them. Thank you! 

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE

PARISH COFFEE
Join us for Parish Coffee, May 5th after 9:00 am Mass at St. Jude’s.

Join us for Parish Coffee, April 14th after 10:15am Mass at ICC!

PARISH EVENTS/INFORMATION

[image: ]

Weekly Church Collections: Week of March 24th
       ICC	$9,114
       St. Jude	$1,462
Online	$3,236
     Total Offertory	 $13,811

Keep up with regular offerings by giving electronically!!

Just as you rely upon receiving income on a regular basis, we rely on your regular contributions. We greatly appreciate the efforts of our parishioners to make consistent donations throughout the year! To assist you, the church provides a convenient electronic giving option for setting up regular contributions. Simply visit our website and click the Online Giving Button! 

How does Online giving benefit you?
1. It’s easy, convenient, and safe
2. Allows you to give any amount, any time.
3. Allows you to track your giving

How does Online giving benefit the parish?
1. Creates consistency of giving 
2. Increases efficiency of processing giving

How to sign up?
1. Visit iccparish.weconnect.com 
2. Click “Go to Online Giving”
3. Sign up! It’s that easy!
PARISH EVENTS/INFORMATION

5th Annual ICAA Wine and Beer Tasting!
Save the Date!! Join us Saturday, June 8th from 6:00pm-8:00pm. State Line Liquors will host our wine and beer tasting event. Please come out and support the Immaculate Conception Athletic Association! They will have finger foods, appetizers, and a multitude of wines and beers. Make sure to also participate in the 50/50 drawing! Tickets are $25 per person and can be purchased from Angela Maxwell, Michelle Riddle, or at the Parish Center. Tickets will also be sold at the door. Make sure to join us! 


[image: ]Food, Flights, and Fundraising!!
Join us at Elk River Brewing Company on May 4th from 6-8pm! We will be having a fundraiser to support Immaculate Conception’s Spring Musical production of “Honk! Jr.” Tickets are $25 per person and include a beer flight or glass of wine, food samplings from Simply Savory and live music by Jimmie and Kat Davis! Tickets are available at the door, the parish center, or you can email michelleriddle50@gmail.com. Hope to see you there!! *This is an Adults-only event. No one under 21 will be permitted. 


[image: Holy golf Ball2]SAVE THE DATE! Our 9th Annual Golf Classic is going to be held on Monday, June 10th, 2019 at the Deerfield Country Club!! Join us for a fun-filled day of golf, great food, and some amazing auction items and golf prizes! Spaces are limited!! You can participate by: golfing, sponsoring, contributing auction Items, Volunteering, or joining us for dinner! Register online at www.iccparish.org by scrolling through the banner photos. Contact the Parish Office at 410-398-1100 for more information. 


COMMUNITY KITCHEN
Our next Community Kitchen will be held Friday, April 26 at the Elkton Presbyterian Church. We are asking for donations of sandwiches (any kind), fruit, and desserts to be delivered to the Presbyterian Church by 11:00am, or the Parish Center by 10:00am the day of the luncheon. We also need volunteers to help prepare, serve, and clean up afterward. Plan to arrive around 11:00 and be finished around 1:30. 

If you would like to join us on this day, please call Joyce Speakman at 610-597-3135, or Kathy Chamberlin at 410-398-7299. Cash donations are always appreciated, and if giving by check, please make it out to Immaculate Conception Church, and write Community Kitchen in the Memo section. Thank you for your generosity.
[image: ]

Sunday, April 14
8:20 AM - Confessions - SJ
1:15 PM - Fr. Michael Connolly
                   Presentation-CH
4:00 PM - JV Basketball party - gym
6:00 PM - HS Gathering - PC


Monday, April 15		
9:30 AM - Novena - CH
6:30 PM - Adult Ed Program: John - PC
8:00 PM - AA Mtg - Caf


Tuesday, April 16
9:00 AM - Holy Hour - CH
9:15 AM - Adult Ed Program: John - PC
10:00 AM - School Mass - IC
4:00 PM - “Honk” Rehearsal - gym
7:30 PM - Contemporary Rehearsal - IC


Wednesday, April 17
9:00 AM - Rosary Crusade/SJ Novena-CH
9:30 AM - Cantor Reh - IC
4:00 PM - “Honk Rehearsal” - gym
7:00 PM - Parish Council Mtg - IC


Thursday, April 18  ICS and Parish Center ½ Day
9:00 AM - Rosary Crusade - CH
6:30 PM - Boy Scouts - PC
6:30 PM - Cub Scouts - PC
6:30 PM - Cantor Rehearsal - IC
7:00pm-Evening Mass of the Lord’s
               Supper-SJ
8:00 PM - Adoration - SJ


Friday, April 19        ICS /Parish Center Closed
9:00 AM - Rosary Crusade - CH
[image: ]12:00 PM - Stations of the Cross - IC
7:00 PM - Celebration of the Passion of the
                   Lord - SJ
7:00 PM - NA Mtg - Caf


Saturday, April 20
9:00 AM - Rosary Crusade - CH
11:00 AM - Blessing of Food - CH
7:00 PM - NA Mtg - Caf
8:00 PM - Easter Vigil - IC
COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION

[image: KofC Logo]
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Bishop Becker Council 2427
443-616-5370 or www.kofc2427.org
Meetings: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 pm at the Parish Center


LAOH (The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians)
The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc. Cecil County Division 1, an Irish Catholic Action group has meetings on the first Wednesdays of the month at 1:00pm in the ICC Parish Center. Meetings run September through May. We are always looking for new members! If you are an Irish Catholic woman and want to serve your community, and learn more about your Irish heritage come join us! Contact Janice White, President at 410-378-3493


ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
Holy Family Weekend getaway to Washington, DC will be held on Saturday-Sunday, May 18-19. Join us as we travel by coach bus to the Museum of the Bible and Franciscan Monastery. Trip cost includes overnight accommodations at hotel, all meals, snacks, attraction tickets, fees, taxes, and transportation. Cost based on overnight room occupancy per person at $300 single, $250 double, $225 Triple, and $200 Quadruple. Register online at www.holyfamilynewark.org/adultformation.php or contact the RE Office at rgarland@holyfamilynewark.org or ljablonski@holyfamilynewark.org. or 302.368.8976.


Designer Hand Bag Bingo!
Support Singerly Fire Company by joining them on Friday, April 26th at 6:00pm for Designer Handbag Bingo! Refreshments and a cash bar will be available. Tickets are $25 in advance/$30 at the door. If you purchase by April 20th you will be entered in an additional drawing! They are also having a “31 Days of Handbags” Lottery! Tickets will be available on April 1st for $5. They will have a winner every day for the month of July! Purchase your ticket and watch the MD Pick 3 nightly number every day for the month of July. If the number on the ticket is drawn, you win! For tickets or more information, please contact Holly at 443-309-4820 or Nancy at 410-398-2486 or 410-441-0846.


Save the Dates! – Dancing Date Night!
Do you want deeper intimacy with your spouse/Fiancé and with God AND learn the basics of four classic ballroom dances? Join us Saturday Nights 6:30 pm-9:00 pm
May 4: Fox Trot; May 18: Waltz; June 1: Swing; June 22: Rumba
[bookmark: _GoBack]An evening of Marriage Enrichment Bring a dish to share; learn about hot topics such as communication, understanding your spouse’s needs, building intimacy, and fostering forgiveness. End each night in your partner’s arms with a dance lesson taught by former professional dancers. DESTINATION: St. Mary of the Assumption 7200 Lancaster Pike, Hockessin, DE 19707 To register or for more info: Sue O’Hanlon sohanlon@sjbde.org 302-423-4356 (call/text)
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