
I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, 

THE ONLY SON OF GOD

CFFA- Session 5



Recap from Part 1



Article 4- Jesus Christ Suffered Under 

Pontius Pilate,…

 Jesus and Israel

 Was suspected of demonic possession

 Seemed to act against institutions of the Chosen People

 Jesus and the Law

 Fulfilled the Law

 Jesus and the Temple

 “Hostility” towards the Temple

 Jesus and Israel’s Faith in the One God and Savior

 “Contradicted” Faith in One God and Savior



…was Crucified, Died, ….

 The Trial of Jesus

 Cannot be blamed on just the Jews or one person

 Christ’s Redemptive Death in God’s Plan of 

Salvation

 Came about “in accordance with the Scriptures”

 Out of Love

 Christ Offered Himself to His Father for Our Sins

 Paschal Mystery

 Last Supper, Gethsemani, the Cross



…and was Buried.

 Would also experience the condition of death

 Separation of soul from body

 Holy Saturday

 Tomb

 Buried with Christ

 Baptism

 “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 

so that as Christ was raised  from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”



Article 5- He Descended Into Hell…

 Christ Descended into Hell

 Hell in English, Sheol in Hebrew, Hades in Greek; where 
those who are there are deprived of the vision of God.  

 By this profession of faith we confess that Jesus did really 
die and through his death for us conquered death and the 
devil “who has the power of death (Heb 2:14)“

 In his human soul united to his divine person, the dead Christ, 
went down to the realm of the dead.  He opened heaven’s 
gates for the just who had gone before him.



Article 5- On the Third Day…

…He Rose from the Dead

“We bring you the good news that what God promised 

to the fathers, this day he has fulfilled to us their 

children by raising Jesus.” (Acts 13:32-33)

 The Historical and Transcendent Event

 The Resurrection – A Work of the Holy Trinity

 The Meaning and Saving Significance of the 

Resurrection



The Historical and Transcendent Event

 In the year 56AD St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians about 
Christ’s death and resurrection.

 Empty Tomb

 Appearances
 To Mary Magdalene and the holy women who came to finish 

anointing the body of Jesus.

 To Peter and the Apostles in the room.

 To the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.

 Paul speaks of Jesus appearing to more than five hundred on a 
single occasion

 Transcendent event – a mystery



The Resurrection – A Work of the Holy Trinity

The Father’s power “raised up” Christ his Son and by 

doing so perfectly introduced his Son’s humanity, 

including his body, into the Trinity. Jesus is conclusively 

revealed as “Son of God in power according to the 

Spirit of holiness by his Resurrection from the dead.”  

St. Paul insists on the manifestation of God’s power 

through the working of the Spirit who gave life to 

Jesus’ dead humanity and called it to the glorious 

state of Lordship. (CCC 648)



The Meaning and Saving Significance of the 

Resurrection

 Christ’s Resurrection is the fulfillment of the promises both 

of the Old Testament and of Jesus himself during his 

earthly life.

 Death is a part of man’s common experience.  It was 

Christ’s resurrection that gives all Man hope!

 Christ was human like us and he died like us.  After his 

death he did not return to heaven as a divine spirit… his 

human body resurrected in glorified form.  This shows us 

that our human nature is not just a part of this natural 

world but supernatural as well.



Article 6- He Ascended Into Heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty

 Jesus precedes up so that we may one day be with 

him forever

 40 days later

 Ascension

 “…his seat at the right hand of God.”- Mark 16:19

 Glory and Honor of divinity



Article 7- From Thence He Will….

He Will Come Again in Glory

 Christ already reigns through the Church… 

 He dwells on earth in his Church.

 He is the head of the Church

 “The kingdom of Christ [is] already present in mystery,” 

“on earth, the seed and the beginning of the kingdom.”

 Since the Ascension God’s plan has entered into its 

fulfillment. We are already at “the last hour.



He Will Come Again in Glory (cont’d)

 . . . until all things are subjected to him

 Though already present in his Church, Christ’s reign is 
nevertheless yet to be fulfilled “with power and great 
glory” by the king’s return to earth.

 This reign is still under attack by the evil powers

 Until everything is subject to him

 Before his Ascension Christ affirmed that the hour had not 
yet come for the messianic kingdom awaited by Israel

 According to the Lord, the present time is the time of the 
Spirit and of witness, but also a time still marked by 
“distress” and the trial of evil which does not spare the 
Church

 It is a time of waiting and watching.



He Will Come Again in Glory (cont’d)

 The glorious advent of Christ, the hope of Israel.

 Since the Ascension Christ’s coming in glory has been 

imminent, even though “it is not for you to know times or 

seasons which the Father has fixed by his own 

authority.”

 The glorious Messiah’s coming is suspended at every 

moment of history until his recognition by “all Israel,” for 

“a hardening has come upon part of Israel” in their 

“unbelief” toward Jesus.



He Will Come Again in Glory (cont’d)

 The Church’s ultimate trial.

 Before Christ’s second coming the Church must pass 

through a final trial that will shake the faith of many 

believers.

 The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only 

through this final Passover, when she will follow her Lord 

in his death and Resurrection.



To Judge the Living and the Dead

 Following in the steps of the prophets and John the 
Baptist, Jesus announced the judgment of the Last Day 
in his preaching.

 On the last day Jesus will say: “Truly I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you 
did it to me.”

 When he comes at the end of time to judge the living 
and the dead, the glorious Christ will reveal the secret 
disposition of hearts and will render to each man 
according to his works and according to his acceptance 
or refusal of grace.


