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 It has come to my attention that as the staff talks about the upcoming “Chrism Mass” at St. Patrick, 
there are many parishioners who have no idea what that means. 
 First of all, there are three holy oils used in Catholic sacraments: the Oil of the Sick, the Oil of 
Catechumens, and the Sacred Chrism. The first is used for the Sacrament of the Sick. The second is used to 
anoint those who are being instructed on the way to baptism. The third, the Sacred Chrism, is used for 
three sacraments which have special reference to the gift of the Holy Spirit and which impart a special and 
permanent character to the soul. These are Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. “Chrism” is simply a 
word of Greek origin meaning “oil.” As part of the blessing of this special oil, some fragrant balsam is added. 
 Each year every bishop blesses these three oils and sends them out in small containers to all the 
priests and parishes of his diocese. In each parish, the three oils are enshrined in a special fixture (the 
ambry) in the sanctuary and used for the administration of sacraments. Until recent times, this blessing by 
the bishop took place at a Mass at the cathedral, the bishop’s church, on the morning of Holy Thursday. 
Although all three oils were blessed, the celebration was just called the “Chrism Mass” because of the most 
important of them. Needless to say, due to timing and location, that was usually a sparsely attended Mass. 
 The better-known Mass on Holy Thursday takes place in every parish in the evening of that day. It 
commemorates the Last Supper, including the washing of the disciples’ feet and the institution of the Holy 
Eucharist. This celebration culminates in the commemoration of the Lord’s arrest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. This Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper begins the sacred Triduum (three days): Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday/Easter. 
 There is an additional commemoration involved in that Mass of Holy Thursday evening. Since the 
Eucharist was instituted by Jesus at the Lord’s Supper and since his disciples were told to “do this in 
remembrance of me” and since we believe that priests are those who fulfill this mandate for us, then it 
follows that this evening is also the anniversary of the institution of the priesthood. 
 That’s a lot of themes and ideas to put together but here’s what has happened in the last few 
decades. First of all, it was thought desirable to have the priests of the diocese attend the Chrism Mass and, 
surrounding their bishop, take the opportunity to renew their priestly commitment on the anniversary of 
the institution of the priesthood. But they are all too busy on that Thursday morning to come to the 
cathedral. Hence the Chrism Mass was switched to Tuesday of Holy Week, two days earlier. 
 Secondly, the church realized that the people at large should be able if possible to be present at this 
Mass when their priests renew their commitment and when the holy oils are blessed, oils to be used in all 
the parishes to baptize, confirm, and fortify the people of God who are ill. Therefore, in an archdiocese like 
ours, in which the “see city” of Dubuque with our cathedral is located on the very edge of a large territory, 
it was found helpful to move the Chrism Mass around the archdiocese on a rotating yearly basis. 
Sometimes it is in Dubuque, sometimes in the Cedar Rapids area, and sometimes in the Waterloo area. 
 This year it is the great privilege of the parish of St. Patrick in Cedar Falls to host this wonderful 
event. The priests of the archdiocese will gather for a noon luncheon, the archbishop will address them in a 
sort of “state of the union” speech, and then they will go up to the church for the 2:00 pm Chrism Mass 
with its blessing of oils and its renewal of priestly commitment. After this there will be a reception in the 
gym where representatives from all the parishes will be given their bottles containing the Holy Oils.  
 Needless to say, all this will require much work and organization on the part of the parish as well as 
archdiocesan personnel. You are urged to help out when you hear the call for volunteers. You are also 
cordially invited to attend that Mass and celebrate with the archbishop, the priests, and the people from 
other parts of the archdiocese who will be there. We are justly proud of our parish and our church and we 
look forward to showing them off! 
 
 Mark your calendars: 2:00 pm on Tuesday, April 11, 2017. The Chrism Mass. You are all invited. 


