CONVALIDATION GUIDE
“Convalidation” comes from two Latin words and means that a couple is getting married with validity.
What is a Convalidation? 
A convalidation celebrated by two baptized Christians is a celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage, one of the Church’s seven sacraments, all of which are gifts given to us by Jesus Christ so that we can share in God’s life and grow closer to Him. The only difference from any other sacramental marriage is the circumstance under which this marriage is being celebrated, i.e., after a civil marriage ceremony has already taken place.  This doesn’t mean the first marriage isn’t valid; it means it isn’t a valid sacramental marriage.  
Why should you get your marriage convalidated?  
There are very powerful benefits to getting married in the Church. First, this allows couples to put themselves right with God and the Church. This should give peace of mind, joy, and the confidence that comes from doing God’s will. 
Second, sacramental marriages bring many benefits: a bond between the two spouses created by God Himself, so strong that only death can dissolve it; each of the spouses becomes specially the pathway to heaven for his or her spouse and an icon (“picture”) of Jesus Christ for each other; and their marriages will be redemptive, meaning that your joys and sorrows as a married couple will share in the saving work of Jesus.
Getting married in the Church allows Catholics who had been living in non-Sacramental marriages to participate fully in the sacramental life of the Church. All people are welcome to attend Mass. But receiving Holy Communion is for those who are fully participating in the life of the Church (free from mortal sin and committed to faithfully living as a disciple of Christ). Receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) and becoming sacramentally married prepare spouses to return to receiving Our Lord Jesus in Holy Communion.
As with the marriage preparation, some of the ceremonial details will depend upon the individual couple. But a convalidation is a true celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage, and so it follows the Catholic Church’s Rite of Marriage Outside of Mass. This includes a Liturgy of the Word (Scripture readings and homily), Prayers of the Faithful, the Rite of Marriage, Our Father, Nuptial Blessing, and Final Blessing and dismissal.
Convalidation ceremonies are typically simple.  A simple celebration of your marriage raised to sacramental status is normally celebrated in our small chapel at Resurrection on Saturday mornings.   Any other type of ceremony must be approved by the pastor.    There is no charge for the simple ceremony.  A free-will gift for the pastor is acceptable.   

The Preparation 
Marriage preparation for couples seeking convalidation is typically the same as that for engaged couples. The content of the preparation will vary from couple to couple, as each couple has different levels of experience and knowledge of the Church, the Sacrament of Marriage, and each other. 
Paperwork that will be required:
· If you are Catholic, you will need to provide a “current” baptismal record.   If you are not Catholic, a copy of your baptism certificate or proof of your baptism. 
·  Each person will be required to have two people they have known for at least 5 years, to sign an affidavit for Freedom to Marry.  
· A copy of your marriage license. 
Classes to attend
· Attend the diocese Unveiled program
· Go through “Prepare and Enrich” with our preparation couple.   




Obstacles to convalidation. 
· If this is not your first marriage and you have not obtained an annulment, you will need to go through the process of an annulment.  This pertains to both persons.  
· If you were married previously in the Catholic Church, you will need to go through a longer annulment process with the pastor.  
· If you are Catholic and married outside the Catholic Church, a “Lack of Form” annulment will need to be obtained.  
· If one of you is not Catholic but previously married, that person will most likely need to process their annulment with the pastor.  

