
Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction,Welcome,Thanks



Many of us have a picture in our mind of what 
homelessness looks like…Homelessness has many 

faces.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have all seen or experienced encounters with homelessness one time or another out of the corner of our eyes, something we didn’t want to look at face on because we didn’t have time or know how to help. And for many of us, homelessness has seemed to be a symptom of serious mental and/or addiction problem affecting single adults that is just not seen in our communities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Homelessness takes on many faces.  Families in our community mostly became homeless due to job loss, poor economy and natural disasters.



Homelessness may seem invisible on our streets.  
However, children reported as homeless in Waukesha 

school districts is increasing.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we look at our downtowns, we don’t see homeless families sitting on street corners, but that doesn’t mean they aren’t among us.Last year in our Western Waukesha County school districts we had 30 school age children reported to be homeless and an estimated additional 30 preschool age children and 45 parent/guardians .  Every school district in Western Waukesha County reported homeless children in attendance.
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Presentation Notes
So you can see that the Family Promise program is not a shelter, which only helps people for one night.  Tomorrow, families in shelters, will still face the problem of homelessness.  Family Promise is a ministry environment which helps homeless families turn their lives around.
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Presentation Notes
There are 182 Family Promise affiliates in 41 states, with 53 more affiliates in development.
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Presentation Notes
A Family Promise affiliate is a network of at least 13 congregations providing space in their facility for homeless families.  Why 13?  52/ 13 = 4 times/year.Each affiliate is run by a board of trustees which oversees its’ own budget.Family Promise is a non-profit, non-denominational, 501(c)3 corporation founded in 1986.All money or in-kind donations to Family Promise are fully tax-deductible. 
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The Hosting site provides space for 3-4 families (up to 14 individuals) for 7 consecutive nights, 4 times a year.  This space could be in classrooms, a Fellowship Hall, or Gym.  Separate bathrooms for men and women are also needed.Food – hot dinner, cold breakfast and sack lunch.  This may be brought in by volunteers or may cost around ($200?) per host week, including incidentals if everything  is purchased.Volunteers provide food, fellowship , two additional volunteers to spend the night at the site, as well as a volunteer coordinator. Each churches’ insurance is sufficient to cover this work as it is defined as a church ministry, not a shelter.
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Presentation Notes
A Support Congregation is different from a Host Congregation in that it doesn't open its facility to guest families. Instead, the Support Congregation is partnered with a Host Congregation and provides funding, food and volunteers to help the Host Congregation during their host week. Many congregations choose to become a Support Congregation because of space limitations, size of congregation or while adding additional space to their current facility. This is a great option for these congregations because their members are still able to volunteer and impact local families' lives without having to commit their building. 
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The Family Center provides:Structure and routine for the guests.Offices for the case worker and/or the Director.Computers for finding jobs and housing.Full bathroom with showers.Laundry facilities.A permanent address and phone number for the guests’ use.  This is a necessity for job-seekers.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation: 15 Passenger Van - (there are never more than 14 family members in the program at one time) and part-time (paid) van driver.The van provides transportation to and from the Host site in the mornings and evenings.The van takes children to and from their “home” school each day (if school bus transportation is not available.) [Mc Kinney Vento Act]The van may also take adults to work if they have jobs and no private or public transportation options of their own.Another vehicle or trailer moves the families’ personal belongings to the next Host site each Sunday afternoon.
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Funding SourcesGrantsFundraising events and other activitiesDonationsOur projected startup cost is $190,000.  This covers the Family Center, vehicles, furniture, supplies and salaries for the 1st year.
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Presentation Notes
Each family member is professionally screened before admittance to the program for addiction & mental health issues, as well as running criminal background checks.The Case Worker helps the guests set goals.  They are monitored and progress toward these goals is a condition of remaining in the program.We work directly and in partnership with other agencies to provide programs and support to our guests, so as not to duplicate services.  (re: Waukesha County Social Services & Hebron House)
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Presentation Notes
Volunteers are the strength of Family Promise. This allows the paid staff to be minimized.  Family Promise provides opportunities for people that want to help and a way for them to be involved.   It takes between 35-50 volunteers per week. Most are 2-hour shifts:  set-up/break-down , meals, fellowship, except for the overnight volunteers,  whose shift is from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m.    2-3 hours of training is provided and required for volunteers.  Volunteers are not expected to handle disciplinary problems or crisis management.  A designated Family Promise staff is on-call each night incase of emergencies. 



A Family Promise van arrives in the afternoon with 
beds and supplies…guests arrive in the evening.



Guests eat a hot meal, pack a cold lunch for the next 
day and settle in for the night.



Children to school. 
Adults work on 

goals at the Family 
Center



Families spend 
time together.

Guests pack in the 
morning
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Presentation Notes
Family Promise  is a hands-on outreach ministry that inspires people to reach out to those in need.Family Promise helps your congregation build a cooperating network with other congregations in your area.Involvement with Family Promise can be a catalyst for congregational renewal.Family Promise provides opportunities for congregation members to get to know each other better by working together with a shared goal. 
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