
St James Prayer and Worship Committee meeting minutes-January 14, 2021  

Present: Fr. Loyola, Nick Narloch, Mary Steele, Sue Rockteacher, Linda Wagnitz,  Lisa 
Leonard, Guy Brown, Linda Dykas (via phone), John Van Zeeland 

The meeting opened with a prayer read by Guy Brown. 

Father Loyola:  A Reconciliation service will be held on March 3rd.  Confessions will be heard 
from 9-11 AM and 6-8 PM.  Times may change. A group email and letters will be going out 
announcing the Reconciliation information. Father would like to know if there is an interest in 
participating in the Reconciliation and if parishioners should reserve a time.   Logistics still to be 
determined.  Possible areas for hearing confessions:  activity center (2), a classroom (Renee 
Hitt’s room?), in back of choir, sacristy.  The regular confessional cannot be used at this time.  
Office personnel will order acrylic partitions in order to distance the priest and the penitent.  Any 
suggestions on separation are welcome.   Information on Reconciliation should be sent out by 
the second week in February so that the parish will receive responses/feedback on this subject.  
Seniors and at risk parishioners may have a special Reconciliation time set aside for them.   

Ash Wednesday:  Suggestion to use Q-tips for distributing ashes.  Ashes to be ordered from 
Stemper.   

St. Blaise:  A general blessing will be done the weekend of January 30/31st. 

Year of St. Joseph:  Possible rosary to include Litany of St. Joseph to be held on May 2nd.  
March 19th is the feast day.  Linda W. will contact Maggie for her input on this. 

Anointing Mass will be held after Easter. 

Ministry Reports: 

Altar Servers:  Additional servers will be needed for the Anniversary Mass on February 28th.   
John and Pete will be helping out at this Mass.  No incense will be used at this Mass.  A 
rehearsal will be held prior to this Mass.   

Environment:  Linda D. reported via phone that 2 special banners will be made for the 
Anniversary Mass.  Rita Firkus is designing this.    These banners will be able to be used for the 
future.  The banners could be vertical or horizontal, yet to be determined.  They’ll be able to be 
used year around.   Celebrating 125 years as the Body of Christ would be the theme of the 
banners.   

Anything green for Ordinary Time will be used for environment purposes in AC. 

Funeral Ministry:  No report. 

Lectors:  No report. 



Sacristan and Eucharistic ministers:  Eucharistic ministers were sent an email to make sure 
the altar servers receive Communion.  The #3 EM should do this. 

Ushers: Telling parishioners that they have to get to church early, if they want a seat in church, 
has alleviated some of the “grumblings”.    Parishioners will now start to leave on their own.  A 
new announcement will be made regarding this by the cantor.  All  doors into church will now be 
open at dismissal. There was discussion on placing markings on the floor to remind people on 
social distancing.  Nick will have Kay look into this.   

Cantors and Choir/DLM:  Children were asked to dress in costume for the 4:00 PM Christmas 
Mass.  An email was sent out too late on this.  It’s an idea that can be done in the future.  It will 
be discussed next year.   

Technology:  It was decided that a technology person need not attend this committee meeting; 
but there should always be an open communication between technology and prayer & worship.  
Dan Riedel (414-617-5868) is the first contact person; John VanZeeland second.  A budget will 
be set up for Technology. 

John V has some plans to remodel the choir area to include a permanent space for Technology.  
His plans include using the area that is behind the choir now.  There was discussion on where 
to put the relic area, because it will be displaced with the remodel.  Right now it’s located in the 
back of the choir where other things are stored.  He hopes to have the plans completed by the 
end of January and then submit them to the Building and Grounds committee. 

Blue Jeans:  Can be worn but must be in good condition, not torn, worn, or frayed.  Dress pants 
are preferred.   

Tenebrae Service:  Not sure if we will have one.  This is part of our Holy Week services.  Tabled 
until next meeting.  Father would also like to have an extra meeting for Holy Week planning, 
possibly three weeks before Holy Week. 

Submitted by Mary Steele 

Next meeting:  February 11, 2021   
 


