


Dear Friends, 

 Every year I try to give you something to help you and your family grow together and with 

Christ during this liturgical season, and this year is not different in that regard.  As I am writing this it 

is all based in prayer so I am guided by the Holy Spirit as I write all of this, in the hope that he will 

guide my hands to type what you need to hear this year.  What you should know is today is October 8th 

and I have been writing this all week.   Why does this matter?  Well it is 2020 and COVID is happening 

so while I am trying to be very positive that we will still be meeting in person and that the world will be 

better by Advent, I know that may not be a reality.  No matter what the end of 2020 brings us I hope it 

can help you and your family draw closer to Christ. 

 I have been getting input on this companion each year, things people like and things people 

don’t like; I love receiving that so I can make it better for you, the parishioners, so please feel free to 

reach out and let me know what you think.   

 This year there is a Sunday session for your family, that will take a little bit of time.  There is an 

opening prayer, reading, reflection written by me, and discussion questions.  For the readings this year 

we will be using the second reading each week.  In past years I have done the gospels and wanted to 

change it up.  The second readings come the from Apostles and can always be read as a letter to us to-

day just as much as they were letters to the people 2000 years ago.   

 Mondays there is a weekly challenge for your family.  In past years I would do this on Friday 

and someone said it was hard to try and do it in the weekend.  Having the weekly challenge on Monday 

gives families the whole week to complete the challenge.  Tuesdays and Thursdays I talk about saints 

sometimes it is the saint whose feast it is or a upcoming feast day, sometimes it is a saint who  

embodies the theme of the week. 

 Wednesdays there is just a prayer to say with your family either in the evening or morning.  

You can really do it whenever but I would encourage you to say it as a family. Fridays I talk about  

music.  There is a saying that when we sing we pray twice, and the Holy Spirit put it on my heart to add 

it to the companion this year, so you will get to see into my heart a little and how music helps me draw 

closer to Christ.  Finally, Saturdays I hope you and your family will sit down to talk about the Roses 

and Thorns (Highs & Lows) of your week.  There are some questions to help you with this or you can 

do it on your own. 

 I hope this companion helps your family, and that you enjoy it as much as I enjoy making it. 

Peace in Chirst 

Taylor Linn 

Director of Youth Ministry 



First Reading 

Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7 

 

Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 

Gospel 

Mark 13:33-37 

Opening Prayer 

Jesus, we thank you for the gift of this Advent season.  We await with the expectant hope your  

coming at Christmas, and we are grateful for this time to prepare our hearts for the gifts you want to 

give us.  Help us trust in your goodness and fidelity.  Give us the grace of awareness, so we may see 

your hand in all things and have confidence in you.  Thank you for this time together. Amen. 

Read 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Reflection 

Paul’s first letter to the church of Corinth provides us with a fuller insight into the life of an early 

Christian community, of the first generation, than any other book of the New Testament.  Through it 

we can glimpse both the strengths and the weaknesses of the small group in a great city of the  

ancient world.  This is such a fitting reading to kick off the Advent season. “Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and Lord Jesus Christ.”  I know I don’t start a letter like that and that is what 

this book of the Bible is (a letter). Paul is not just saying this to the Corinth people of that time 

though; he is saying it to us.  “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and Lord Jesus Christ.” It 

goes on to talk about how grateful Paul is for the people of Corinth.  These people opened their 

hearts to God the Father and through them he has bestowed great things.  Even though this book 

was written thousands of years ago Paul is showing us today in 2020 that if we open our hearts to 

Jesus Christ he will work through us.  “He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.”  During this season open your heart to Jesus, let him work through you, get 

out of the way so that through you Jesus can shine to all those you encounter. 

Discussion 

-What knowledge or gifts do you feel you have been given? How can you use those to show Jesus to 

the World? 

-During Advent, we prepare our hearts to receive the gift of God’s grace.  In what ways can you dive 

deeper into Advent?  How can our family challenge you and hold you accountable? 



Weekly Challenge 

So many of my favorite memories of the Advent Season are with my family doing things together 

whether it is decorating the tree, baking candy, or game nights (we are way too competitive - some-

one always gets hurt…).  This Advent I am going to give you a “weekly challenge” to do together as a 

family for no other reason than I want you all to spend time together.  

This weekly Challenge is more of an Advent Challenge I want you all to try to have family dinner to-

gether.  Sit at the dinner table. say the meal prayer, and spend a little bit of time together.  For those 

of you who have high school students this will be hard but try to do it as much as possible.  My family 

always did this growing up and some of our favorite stories to this day are the things that happened 

around the dinner table. 

Saints 

Yesterday was the feast of St. Andrew.  Some of you may remember a few months back Msgr. told the 

following story about St. Andrew in his homily: 

A pastor met one of his faithful members on the street who had missed Mass the week before due to 

a passing illness.  “What did you preach about last Sunday, Father?” he asked.  “I took my homily 

from Chapter One of John and spoke about the Apostle Andrew, “ the priest replied.  “Why I hardly 

remember him among the Apostles,” the man replied, “He didn’t write any of the books of the bible, 

did he?” 

The priest smiled. “No, he didn’t.  I suppose many people would consider Andrew great, like John or 

Paul or Peter, but the one significant thing about Andrew is that whenever he is mentioned in the Bi-

ble, he is always introducing someone to Jesus.  He is the one who introduced Peter to our Lord; he 

is the one who introduced the young lad to Jesus, and Jesus used the little fellow’s lunch to feed 

5000 people.  And on another occasion, he brought a group of people, Greeks, who were not even 

Jewish, to Jesus to have them learn about Our Lord.  And I think that makes him great.” 

The parishioner walked away thoughtful, for he had received a new glimpse of the importance of that 

rather up-praised apostle.  And he thought to himself,  “Gee, I will never preach a sermon, or much 

less write a book of the Bible… but one thing I could do more of, is to try to introduce more people to 

Jesus and to the Church.” 

November 30, 2020 

December 1, 2020 



Response: Deliver me, Jesus 

From the belief that I have to earn your love …  

From the fear that I am unlovable …  

From the false security that I have what it takes …  

From the fear that trusting you will leave me more destitute …  

From all suspicion of your words and promises …  

From the rebellion against childlike dependency on you …  

From refusals and reluctances in accepting your will …  

From anxiety about the future …  

From resentment or excessive preoccupation with the past …  

From restless self-seeking in the present moment …  

From disbelief in your love and presence …  

From the fear of being asked to give more than I have …  

From the belief that my life has no meaning or worth …  

From the fear of what love demands …  

From discouragement …  

 
 
Response: Jesus, I trust in you. 
That you are continually holding me sustaining me,  
loving me …  
That your love goes deeper than my sins and failings,  
and transforms me …  
That not knowing what tomorrow brings is an invitation  
to lean on you …  
That you are with me in my suffering …  
That my suffering, united to your own, will bear fruit in  
this life and the next …  
That you will not leave me orphaned, that you are present in  
your Church …  
That your plan is better than anything else …  
That you always hear me, and in your goodness always  
respond to me …  
That you give me the grace to accept forgiveness and to  
forgive others …  

Saint: St. Francis Xavier 

If you have not noticed, the Holy Spirit has been putting on my heart the theme of going out and 

sharing God with the world!  If you know anything about St. Francis Xavier, you know that he did 

this better than most.   Here are some fun facts about him, but I would encourage you to go read his 

story! 

1) He was born in the Kingdom of Navarre on April 7, 1506. 

2) He learned from and started a Religious Order with St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

3) Pope Paul III made him the Papal Nuncio (formal representative of the church in another  

country) in India in 1541. 

4) He spent the rest of his life teaching about Jesus and converting the people of Asia. 

5) He died on December 3, 1552, was beatified by Pope Paul V on Oct. 25, 1619, was canonized by  

Gregory XV on Mar. 12, 1622 at the same ceremony as St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

6) He is the patron of Catholic Missions and his feast day is TODAY! 

December 2, 2020 

December 3, 2020 

Litany of Trust 



Music 

My favorite way to pray is through music so on Fridays I’m just going to give you a song a song that 

makes my heart happy and draws me closer to Christ. 

If you are a Catholic music fan you know the name Matt Maher. I got to meet him once and see him 

in concert a few times and I STINKIN LOVE him.  He just recently came out with a new album Ech-

oes which speaks to the heart of human suffering with insight into finding hope, joy, and peace in the 

midst of our trials.  The Song “Your Love Defends Me” is pretty great but I would recommend the 

whole album.  I also am OBSESSED with the All the People Said Amen album, the song “Lord, I 

Need You” being the song I listen to when I don’t know what to say in prayer. 

The fact of the matter is, I feel, Matt Maher has a song for every mode that I am in and his music 

always speaks to my heart. 

Roses and Thorns 

This is something I did in college with one of my staffs.  It has lots of different names but this is  

always my favorite; some people call it Highs and Lows though. 

So look back at this week.  What are the Roses?  Where did God use you to make the world a better 

place; where did God use you to share him with the people around you? 

 

Now what are the Thorns?  Where could you have been better; where did you have an opportunity to 

share God with others but did not because of fear? 

 

You can share these out loud with each other or you can take them to prayer and talk with God 

about them. 

December 4, 2020 

December 5, 2020 



First Reading 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

 

Second Reading 

2 Peter 3:8-14 

 

Gospel 

Mark 1:1-8 

Opening Prayer 

Dear God, thank you for the gift of your Son.  We pray, Lord, that we can become more aware of you.  

Give us courage so we may prepare our world for your coming.  Help us be bold, proclaiming your 

goodness with all that we are.  We pray that our lives— our thoughts, our attitude, our actions— are a 

reflection of your love and goodness. Amen. 

Read 

2 Peter 3:8-14 

Reflection 

This letter can be appreciated both for its positive teachings and for its earnest warnings… There is 

so much good to talk about in this reading.  I would like you to read it out loud again but this time 

close your eyes and think of Peter saying this, not 2ooo year ago, but to you today… how often are 

you called beloved? Because you are, you are, so BELOVED by our God.  He Loves you more than 

you could possibly comprehend and He desires to be close to you but He does not force his love on 

you he waits for you to come to him (in prayer and the sacraments).  This reading lets us know how 

beloved we are but reminds us that even though God desires us to be with him we can’t just live our 

lives and expect Him to let us in at the end of it all.  We have to live every day as Jesus would want us 

to.  We need to show Love to our friends, family, and all those around us, yes even those who are 

hard to love.  “Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be,  

conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 

God…” 

Discussion 

-Do you see yourself as Beloved? 

-What sort of person do you think God is calling you to be? 

-How can you conduct yourself in holiness in devotion? 



Weekly Challenge 

Every year my mom her sisters and all my female cousins and cousin-laws get together and make 

Christmas candy.  As kids we would be in charge of the Candy Cane cookies; as we got older we were 

given harder things to make.  To this day they don’t trust us with divinity but let me tell you I make 

some good homemade fudge! 

This week I want you to make a Christmas candy as a family.  Maybe it is cookies, maybe it is some-

thing a little more challenging, maybe your family has a Christmas candy recipe you want passed on 

to the next generation.  Baking is a great way to connect as a family and I hope you can create some 

wonderful memories! 

Saint: Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the  

             Blessed Virgin Mary (holy day of obligation) 

In Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on God’s behalf, addresses Mary as “full of grace” or “highly 

favored”. In that context, this phrase means that Mary is receiving all the special divine help neces-

sary for the task ahead. However, the Church grows in understanding with the help of the Holy Spir-

it. The Spirit led the Church, especially non-theologians, to the insight that Mary had to be the most 

perfect work of God next to the Incarnation. Or rather, Mary’s intimate association with the Incarna-

tion called for the special involvement of God in Mary’s whole life. 

The logic of piety helped God’s people to believe that Mary was full of grace and free of sin from the 

first moment of her existence. Moreover, this great privilege of Mary is the highlight of all that God 

has done in Jesus. Rightly understood, the incomparable holiness of Mary shows forth the incompa-

rable goodness of God. 

 

Franciscan Media. (2019, December 06). Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Retrieved October 06, 2020, from https://

www.franciscanmedia.org/solemnity-of-the-immaculate-conception/ 

December 7, 2020 

December 8, 2020 



Prayer: Advent Prayer 

My God, I am waiting for the Christmas season. I want to celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  I am 

thinking of those thousands of years when the world did not have Jesus, when the world was dark 

and in sin because it was without Jesus.  I thank You, God, for sending Abraham and Moses, Isaiah, 

and all the other prophets to get the world ready for Jesus.  I thank You for sending John the Baptist.  

And most of all, dear God, I thank you for giving the world the Blessed Virgin Mary to prepare for 

Your coming.  I will pray extra hard this Advent, my God.  I will get my soul ready for Jesus to come 

into it at Christmas time.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come. Amen. 

Saint Our Lady of Guadalupe 

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is this Saturday and if you don’t know the story you should go 

find a video to watch about Her because it is an incredible story. But today I want to talk about the 

image of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  The symbols and colors of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe are 

extremely rich with meaning.  We want to look at a few key colors and symbols of the image. We are 

going to start first with the colors. • Blue mantle: In the days of the apparition blue was a sign of roy-

alty, a sign of virginity, and also the color goddesses wore. It was also the color of the natural forces 

of life and fruitfulness. In Christian art, blue is symbolic of eternity and  

Immortality. In Judaism, it was the color of the robe of the high priest. The limbus or gold border of 

her mantle is another sign of nobility. • Red/Rose Dress: Some have interpreted this as the color of 

dawn symbolizing the beginning of a new era. Others point to the red as a sign of martyrdom for the 

faith and divine love. The pattern on the dress matches the layout of Mexico telling the Indians  

exactly where the apparition took place. • Black Sash: In both the Indian and Spanish language this 

would indicate that Mary appeared to be pregnant at the time of the apparition. The bow appears as 

a four-petaled flower. To the native Indians this was the flower of the sun, a symbol of plenitude. The 

cross-shaped flower was also connected with the cross-sticks. For them, this was the symbol of  

fruitfulness and new life. The high position of the bow and the slight swelling of the abdomen show 

that the Lady is “with child.” Our Lady appears to be about 14 years old.  

December 9, 2020 

December 10, 2020 



Music 

Did you know there is a difference between Advent and Christmas music? In the world today they 

get thrown together, and people don’t know the difference, but we really should cause there is  

something so very beautiful about it.  Advent songs DO NOT talk about baby Jesus being here.  

There are some like O Come O Come Emmanuel, that talk about him coming but he is not here yet.   

Christmas songs talk about the fact that HE IS HERE, like Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Joy to the 

World, and so so so many more. 

I actually have two different playlists.  One is my Advent playlist that I listen to from Thanksgiving to 

Christmas and then there is my Christmas Playlist that I would like to say I only listen to from 

Christmas to Epiphany but I have a bit of a Christmas obsession so I actually listen to it the rest of 

the year.  But during Advent I only listen to the Advent Songs! 

Roses and Thorns. 

Look back at this week.  What are the Roses?  When during the week did you feel Beloved; when did 

you feel like the Holy Spirit was flowing through you? 

 

Now what are the Thorns? W where could you have been better; where did you have an opportunity 

to share God with others but did not? 

 

You can share these out loud with each other or you can take them to prayer and talk with God 

about them. 

December 11, 2020 

December 12, 2020 



First Reading 

Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 

 

Second Reading 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 

Gospel 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Opening Prayer 

Lord God, the path to joy is united with the path of prayer.  Help us open your Word through our 

family and embrace what it means to rejoice always and pray unceasingly.  We ask this through 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Read 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Reflection 

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.” This week is meant to be the happy week, the Joyful week of 

the Advent season.  Don’t squelch the Spirit as it is filling you with everything you need, let in what is 

good and reject what is evil.  We, like the original disciples, are meant to go out and spread the good 

news of  Jesus Christ with JOY and perseverance!  “May the God of peace himself make you perfectly 

holy and may you entirely—spirit, soul, and body—-be preserved, blameless for the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  I gave this talk probably 5 years ago at Blessed Sacrament; I talked about that at 

every hour of every day God is pouring on us Joy, Peace, Love, and Grace; all we have to do is be 

open to them.  We feel moments of all of these and when we don’t feel them it is because either we 

are not open to them or the Evil One is not letting us get them.  Sometimes I am convinced that my 

phone is the main thing blocking these things from me. 

Discussion 

-Are you a Joyful Person? Does your Joy reflect your faith? 

-St. Paul said we need to “rejoice always” and “pray unceasingly.” How are these two things tied  

together?  How is it possible that more prayer can equal more joy? 

-Where in your life do you struggle most with joy?  How can your faith bring joy back into that area? 

 

 



Weekly Challenge 
This week at least One night—-maybe more—-when your family gets home, leave your cell phones at 

the door, on silent. Spend time together as a family; watch a movie, play a board game, go outside 

and play just have some genuine family time without cell phones.  Parents will remember what life 

was like before phones and who knows?  Maybe you will make it a weekly thing to take one night 

without phones! 

Saint: Jolly Ol’ St. Nicholas 
There are so many GREAT stories about this very holy man but here are my two favorite: 

--A poor man with three daughters. In those days a young woman’s father had to offer prospective 

husbands something of value—a dowry. The larger the dowry, the better the chance that a young 

woman would find a good husband. Without a dowry, a woman was unlikely to marry. This poor 

man’s daughters, without dowries, were therefore destined to be sold into slavery. Mysteriously, on 

three different occasions, a bag of gold appeared in their home—providing the needed dowries. The 

bags of gold, tossed through an open window, are said to have landed in stockings or shoes left be-

fore the fire to dry. This led to the custom of children hanging stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly 

awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes the story is told with gold balls instead of bags of gold. 

That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the symbols for St. Nicho-

las. And so St. Nicholas is a gift-giver.  

--During the Council of Nicaea (the Nicene Creed was created there) Bishop Arius was saying all 

these things that St. Nicholas believed were wrong. St. Nicholas got so mad he slapped Bishop Arius 

in the face… The bishops thought this was wrong so they took away his Bishop garments and put him 

in jail.  That night Jesus and Mary came to him and asked why he was in jail and he told them.  Jesus 

gave him the gospels and Mary a garment.  When the guards checked on him in the morning they 

found him reading the gospels in his Bishop garments Emperor Constantine after hearing this had 

him released from jail and let him continue to be a Bishop in what is now Turkey. 

December 14, 2020 

December 15, 2020 



Prayer 

St. Nicholas is a saint surrounded with stories. Most of these are about his generosity and the won-

ders that sprang up all around him. He is one of the mysterious gift-givers who hover around the 

season, a remote ancestor of Santa Claus. Often he places small gifts in shoes left just outside the 

door. Nicholas lived in Asia about 300 years after Jesus. 

Lord, you make this day special 

with the memory of the good bishop Nicholas. 

He praised you in all the wonders he worked, 

he thanked you in all the gifts he shared with the poor. 

May we have ears like Saint Nicholas to hear when any are in need, 

and hands always ready to help and share. 

Blessed are you, 0 Lord, in all your saints. 

Saint: St. Philip Neri 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church lists five impediments to joy: indifference, ingratitude,  

luke-warmness, spiritual sloth and hatred of God (CCC 2094). Many people in the 16th century, as 

today, failed to grasp the wisdom of this teaching, and thus failed to recognize the holiness of Philip 

Neri. But it mattered little to him whether he was laughed at or laughed with; what mattered was 

helping others to discover how virtue and laughter walk together hand-in-hand.  

St. Philip Neri was a Christian missionary and founder of the Congregation of the Oratory, a commu-

nity of Catholic priests and lay brothers.  He was born in Florence on July 21, 1515 as one of four 

children to Francesco Neri.  From a very young age, Philip was known for being cheerful and obedi-

ent. He was affectionately referred to as "good little Phil." He received his early teachings from friars 

at the Dominican monastery in Florence, San Marco. 

December 16, 2020 

December 17, 2020 



Music 

It just would not be me if I did not mention For King & Country when talking about Music and Jesus.  

While they are not a Catholic Group they are a phenomenal group.  The have a song that fits in with 

this week called Joy and if you have not you should go listen to it.  It is quite wonderful.  While I do 

love all their music their version of The Little Drummer Boy is extraordinary.  Their Christmas  

album is a key part of my Christmas (not Advent) playlist, the only person who has more songs on it 

is Alan Jackson… 

Update: They have a new Christmas Album coming out,  The few sounds that have been released  

before I sent this to print are pretty great so I am guessing the album will be spectacular as well. 

Roses and Thorns. 

Look back at this week.  What are the Roses?  When during the week did you feel Joy?  When did you 

share that joy with others? 

 

Now, what are the Thorns?  Where could you have been better at receiving Joy?  Where did you have 

an opportunity to share God with others but did not? 

 

You can share these out loud with each other or you can take them to prayer and talk with God 

about them. 

December 18, 2020 

December 19, 2020 



First Reading 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

 

Second Reading 

Romans 16: 25-27 

 

Gospel 

Luke 1:26-38 

Opening Prayer 

Jesus, we thank you for the gift of this Advent season.  We await with the expectant hope your  

coming at Christmas, and we are grateful for this time to prepare our hearts for the gifts you want to 

give us.  Help us trust in your goodness and fidelity.  Give us the grace of awareness, so we may see 

your hand in all things and have confidence in you.  Thank you for this time together. Amen. 

Read 

Romans 16:25-27 

Reflection 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans is a powerful exposition of the doctrine of the supremacy of Christ and of 

faith in Christ as the source of salvation.  It is an implicit plea to the Christians at Rome, and 

to all Christians, to hold fast to the faith.  Today’s second reading is the conclusion of the Letter to 

the Romans and what a way to end it, right?!?  We have walked a beautiful journey together this  

Advent and it is rather nice that this last Reading we will reflect on is the closing of a letter to people 

whom Paul loves, as we are loved by Our Lord and God.  As Advent draws to a close and we prepare 

to enter into the Christmas season I want to just remind you of what we have talked about this  

season.   

1) “He will deep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

     -1 Corinthians 1:8 

2) “...what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion.” 

      -2 Peter 3:11 

3) You are so Beloved 

      -2 Peter 3:8 

4) “...through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

      -Romans 13-27 

Discussion 

-How do you feel you have grown this Advent Season? 

- What are you most looking forward to in the Christmas Season? 



Weekly Challenge 

So today is the FIRST DAY OF WINTER! I know most people don’t agree with me but I think winter 

is the most beautiful time of the year so this week I would like you to go out as a family and enjoy all 

that winter in the Black Hills has to offer.  Maybe you build a snowman, or make snow angels; snow 

ball fights are a great way to bring out the family competitiveness!  Maybe you go for a drive in the 

canyon or a winter hike or you go skiing or snowboarding.  There are so many wonderful things 

about winter and I hope during the conclusion of Advent and the start of Christmas you can get to 

enjoy them together as a family. 

Saint: Blessed Carlo Acutis 

While he is not a saint yet he is on his way to becoming one being named Blessed this last Fall.  Bl. 

Carlo Acutis is a modern-day saint-to-be.  Although he was only 15 when he died, he truly loved God 

and Catholicism.  Born on May 3, 1991 in Italy, Carlo died of leukemia on October 12, 2006.  He was 

known to be incredibly kind and joyful, and he was really good with computers.  In fact, he made an 

incredible website that documented and cataloged Eucharistic miracles— instances where the bread 

and wine at Mass have literally turned into flesh and blood— around the world that you can visit to-

day.  He actually went to a lot of the sites of the miracles himself (with his family) before he died.  

Most of us have no problem complaining whenwe get sick, but when Carlo’s doctor asked if he was in 

pain, he just said, “There are people who suffer much more than me.” He knew God’s love for him, 

and it was that love that gave him strength in his suffering. 

December 21, 2020 

December 22, 2020 



Prayer 

A Prayer for Christmas Eve 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to 

our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Saint 

Today there is not one but 2 saints that I want to focus on and they are Mary Mother of God and St. 

Joseph.  Please Read Matthew 1: 18-25 & Luke 1:26-38.  These two scripture passages tell us the  

story of Mary and Joseph’s YES to God.  I imagine they were quite scared with everything that was 

happening in the world, and now God is asking them to do something BIG and they both said YES.  

Where can you say yes to God in the year to come?  There is a lot going on in the world today and 

maybe your Yes wont change it like theirs did but your Yes could change someone's world.  Your YES 

could bring someone back to the church, back to Christ, or maybe even show them who Christ is 

through your YES.  God has big plans for you and all you have to do is say “May it be done to me ac-

cording to your word.” 

December 23, 2020 

December 24, 2020 



It's the most wonderful time of the year 

With the kids jingle belling 

And everyone telling you be of good cheer 

It's the most wonderful time of the year 

It's the hap-happiest season of all 

With those holiday greetings and gay happy meetings 

When friends come to call 

It's the hap-happiest season of all 
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of The Year Andy Williams 

 

What was your favorite present you gave this Christmas? 

 

What was your favorite present to receive this Christmas? 

December 25, 2020 

December 26, 2020 



CHRISTMAS IS NOT OVER 

In fact it has just begun.  Christmas is an Octave so it goes until January 6th so listen 

to that Christmas playlist, leave the tree up, go to Mass as much as possible, and enjoy 

all the blessings this Christmas Season has for each and every one of you! 

Merry Christmas 

Taylor Linn 




