
Update for Saturday June 13, 2020 

 Mass Tickets Update 

Recently, the staff of St. Joseph invited Carrie Donovan, the local emergency preparedness leader with 

Monument Health, who partners with the infection control leadership, to evaluate our premises on our 

response and procedures to Covid-19. The evaluation was good and we are doing even more than      

recommended by way of social distancing and sanitation of the building and the pews.  

Also, last week, the Diocese of Rapid City updated the protocol for parishes to follow in celebrating 

limited public Masses and has relaxed previous guidelines.   

Following the new diocesan guidelines and input from Monument Health, we have updated our          

protocols for Mass attendance. The number allowed at each Mass at St. Joseph will now be 80. For St. 

Paul Church the number will be 50.  

Tickets will still be required to attend the weekend Masses (Saturday evening and Sunday morning). 

Tickets will not be required to attend the weekday Masses. This is because weekend Masses are favored 

for attending and we need to monitor the number to the prescribed amount. Currently, weekday Mass 

attendance is low, and it does not appear it will go over the number allowed.  

The seating will remain the same as is used now. Pews will be marked off where you can sit. Every    

other pew will be available to sit in. This will allow a radius of 32 square feet for individuals or family 

units using the 6 feet distance guideline from CDC.  

We also ask that parishioners remember to sanitize their hands before and after leaving the church.  

With the increased numbers, daily attendance at Mass during the weekdays is now allowed and            

encouraged.  

Remember, the obligation to celebrate Mass remains suspended for all persons. No one is obligated to 

attend Mass. Persons who are concerned about the present situation, especially those who are at high 

risk for contracting Covid-19, are encouraged to remain sheltered and safe. St. Joseph will continue to 

livestream the Saturday 5:30pm Mass and then have it available on our Web page to watch as your 

schedule permits. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call the parish office at 605-642-2306. 

 

No 12:15pm Mass on Wednesday June 17th 

Due to a funeral on Wednesday June 17th, there will be no 12:15pm Mass that day.          
Eucharistic Adoration will begin at its normal time on Wednesday at 1pm. 



. 

Welcome Max Vetch 

It is with joy that we welcome Max Vetch, a seminarian 

 of the Diocese of Rapid City. Max will be with us 

through the month of August. As you encounter him 

please welcome him to our parish community of              

St. Joseph and St. Paul. Below is a short biography 

from Max: 

 

My name is Max Vetch, and I am a seminarian for the       

Diocese of Rapid City. I am originally from Freeman, SD, south of Sioux Falls, but after a 

few moves with my family, I ended up in Rapid City and attended Saint Thomas More for 

all four years of high school. After graduating, I was accepted to be a seminarian for the 

Rapid City diocese, and I will now be going into my fourth year at Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Seminary in Winona, MN where I have been studying philosophy and discerning the 

call to be a priest for our diocese. The vocations office has assigned me to spend the      

summer at St. Joseph and St. Paul and I look forward to being of some service, as well as      

getting to know the faith community. In addition, I really enjoy hiking, rock climbing, and 

fishing, so I hope to get out and explore this beautiful part of the Black Hills. Please know 

of my prayers for all of you, and I  humbly ask for you to remember me in yours as well.  

 

St. Joseph Preschool now accepting registrations for fall 2020! 

St Joseph Preschool is actively accepting registrations for Fall 2020 for our all day and 

morning preschool and Pre-Kindergarten classes. We have an engaging and active program 

including music, faith formation, weekly volunteer readers, field trips, art, and outside     

activities. This past year, our weekly volunteers read stories, taught about the lives of the 

saints, and taught a foreign language! A registration form is enclosed in this packet and 

more information can be found at https://www.stjosephspreschool.com/registration 

 

https://www.stjosephspreschool.com/registration

