
Update for Tuesday June 2, 2020 

  

 Mass Tickets 

During the months of June and July St. Joseph will be having First Communion, Confirmation, and RCIA           

candidates welcomed into the church, along with our Baccalaureate Mass. This involves all told over 70 of our    

parish families and over 12 special events. Most of these will be done at Mass times different from those already 

scheduled. These Masses will only be for those receiving the sacraments listed above and their families. However, 

to accommodate everyone, some of these special events did have to be scheduled during the now limited, and         

published Mass times. This means that occasionally special sacraments (e.g. First Communion, Confirmation) will 

take place at published Masses.  

All of the above requires some exceptions to the normal Mass times. The Mass tickets will reflect accurately our 

Masses for each week.  

Please remember those receiving the sacraments and our graduating seniors in your prayers. We are thankful that 

their time of study, preparation, and waiting has led them to being ready to receive the sacrament prepared for. This 

has been an unusual year for them, our catechists, and indeed for all of us. We appreciate your patience and         

understanding.  

If you have any questions, please call the parish office at 605-642-2306. 

 

FOCUS Missionaries at BHSU Newman Center 

Costs for the presence of the FOCUS has increased significantly this past year. The Pastors, the Newman Focus   

Advisory Board and Parish leadership have been in negotiations with FOCUS for some time now regarding         

significant increased costs for the FOCUS missionaries at the campus of BHSU. COVID-19 and other related issues 

have complicated these decisions as well. Unfortunately we could not reach a viable solution with the FOCUS     

organization, and the missionaries will not be returning to the campus for this coming year of 2020-2021. 

 

We are confident that we will have a plan in place by August to continue all of the good things we have accom-

plished the last two years at the Newman Center. We may be moving toward a more traditional campus ministry 

model for the coming year, but also rooted in the traditions of FOCUS evangelization and spiritual formation.  

 

We remain hopeful that at some point in the future FOCUS will return to BHSU.  In the meantime, our student  

leaders (JacketCatholic) have a full calendar of activities outlined and scheduled for the coming year.   

 

We appreciate your prayers for our students and faculty and for God’s blessing for the coming year. 



Safety Protocol of St. Joseph during COVID-19 
 
This correspondence is to keep parishioners informed about our parish response to the Covid-19 outbreak.  

First, we encourage every member of our parish to take personal responsibility for themselves and their family 

members and to make informed decisions on how to best protect themselves and their family members. Families 

have different preferences for their comfort level, and we ask that you do what is best for your family situation.  

With that being said, here listed below are some of the procedures in place at St. Joseph Church of which we want 

you to be aware.   

 

Safety Protocols  

 

1. The Diocese of Rapid City sends out guidelines for parishes to follow and we implement these procedures. 

These guidelines are updated as needed.  

 

2. Hand sanitizer is in use throughout the church and office. At Mass, the priest will use hand sanitizer after 

touching objects that other parishioners have touched. They also sanitize their hands at the offertory and be-

fore and after Communion. Parishioners are encouraged to bring their own hand sanitizer and sani-wipes and 

use as needed. 

 

3. It is not possible to sanitize after each Mass hymnals and other materials in the pews used as worship aids. 

Songs and basic prayers are printed for use at each Mass to be thrown away after use. Again, bring sanitizer 

to fit your comfort level. Masks are recommended.  

 

4. Pews are cleaned and sanitized after each service. Pews are marked off where people can sit, to keep proper 

distancing.  

 

5. Mass tickets are used to keep the number and distance in compliance with diocesan guidelines and to keep a 

record of who attended each Mass, if this information should be needed.  

 

6. The office remains closed to the public. Meetings with staff and pastors can be arranged by appointment. Call 

the office number for this purpose. Priests and staff members are practicing sanitization and social distancing 

in their meetings with each other.  

 

7. Communication is kept current with parishioners through the means available, including a weekly newsletter 

that is emailed out. Critical information is posted to parish Website.  

 

8. We are currently being evaluated by Monument Health regarding our practices to keep our people safe. We 

will strive to implement further recommendations for us as needed.  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 Summer is a great time to  

grow in faith while enjoying                                                 

some spiritual reading! 

The link provided will  

give you a 30% discount                    

on your purchase and also  

gives money back to our parish! 

http://www.tanbooks.com/



