
July 18, 2022

Dear parents,

I pray that this letter finds your family enjoying all of the rest, relaxation and fun that summer
brings, and that you have had beautiful encounters with God’s love for you and your children
through your adventures this summer!

I am grateful to be able to share more information with you about the Faith Formation program our
parish will offer this coming year. The goal of the Family Faith Formation program at St. Wendelin
Parish is to equip families to live lives of discipleship in the home with integrity, intentionality, and
commitment through an encounter with Jesus Christ - and, ultimately, to encourage your family
along the way to heaven! Parents, what better gift could you give your child than planting seeds of
faith in them? There is no better gift than leading them to Jesus and raising them to be saints!

Please know that this program is for every family in our community, no matter which school your
children attend (public, Catholic, or homeschool)! Even if your children regularly receive religious
education at school, our Family Faith Formation program is a unique opportunity for your family to
grow in faith as a family and to form community with other families in our parish.

In many ways, next year’s program will be very similar to last year’s program. Once again, we will
be using the series A Family of Faith from Sophia Press as the content and structure for our parish
program. The focus for this year will be the Sacraments. A Family of Faith allows for a “hybrid
structure” for our parish Faith Formation program. We will gather in community at our parish 2-3
times each month for learning, growth and prayer together. The rest of the month will involve
families learning together at home, on their own schedule, with parents in their role as the first
educators of their children in the faith. Please see the schedule included in this mailing for more
details.

Parents – please do not be afraid or intimidated by this responsibility! The first gathering of each
month will consist of a training session specifically for you to equip you to talk with your child(ren)
about that month’s topic – you are not going to be in this alone! You will also be part of a small
group of parents and families that will support each other along this journey, learning together,
serving together, and having fun together.

Once a month, on Wednesday evening, the entire family will gather at the church. Parents will
have a session in the Parish Hall which will equip them with all of the information and skills they
need to help their children learn and grow in holiness at home. Children in grades K-6 will also
gather in grade-specific classrooms with a catechist who will give them the basic information they
need to know about the month’s topic at an age-appropriate level. Grades 7&8 will also be meeting
during this time for Confirmation Formation.

There will be a second opportunity to gather on Wednesday evening this year, allowing additional
time for sacramental preparation (required for students in grades 1&2 and 7&8 who do not receive
faith formation at school) and for parents and children to begin their at-home lessons together in
small groups and with the assistance of catechists. We hope that this additional opportunity will
provide more structure for your family, help parents become more comfortable in implementing the
at-home lessons with your children, and build more community amongst families in our parish.



Please note a time change: This year, Wednesday evenings will run from 6:15pm-7:45pm on
Wednesday evenings. Towards the end of last year, families overwhelmingly requested to begin
earlier so that children can get more sleep before school the next day. However, we also want to
respect busy families with older children, so we hope this new start & end time can accommodate as
many families as possible.

One Sunday a month, the entire family will also gather at the church, but not for traditional
classroom learning. Sundays will be Community Encounter Days, during which families will
gather in small groups to do activities, have conversations, pray, and have fun together. Please see
the enclosed schedule for dates and times for these Sunday sessions. Oftentimes, the sessions are
scheduled immediately before or after Mass. This is done intentionally, because the Mass is the
source & summit of our faith. Even more important than your participation in Faith Formation
sessions is your family’s participation in the Mass, and we hope that this scheduling will make it
easier for your family to make it to Mass each Sunday.

Please note that all students who are preparing for sacraments (typically, 1st & 2nd graders and 7th

& 8th graders) must both be enrolled in a faith formation program (whether in the parish,
homeschool, or Catholic school) and in the parish sacramental formation program. The sacramental
preparation program is separate but concurrent with the Faith Formation program, according to
Diocesan policy. Please stay tuned for more information about sacramental preparation.

A registration form is included in this mailing. Please either fill out this form (one per family) and
return it to the Parish Office OR fill out an online form, which can be found on our website or at the
link in the Constant Contact email, by Wednesday, August 10th. We will also host an in-person
registration weekend after all Masses the weekend of July 23rd/ 24th. Stop by after Mass that
weekend to register or just to ask any questions you may have!

In order to equip you as a parent to use the resources of this program to the best of your ability, we
will be hosting a Parent Information Meeting & Student “Meet & Greet” at which Fr.
Poggemeyer and I will peruse the resources with you and discuss the structure of our program in
more detail and children will be able to meet their classmates & catechist. Please plan to attend this
important parent meeting on Wednesday, August 17th beginning at 6pm in the Parish Hall. If
you are unsure about signing up, please at least attend this meeting to find out more information!

Please know of my continued prayers for you, your child(ren), and your whole family, and please
remember that our entire parish staff is here for you and is ready and willing to support you in any
way possible! God bless your family!

In the love of Christ,

Pastoral Associate for Catechetical Formation
St. Wendelin Catholic Parish

jessica.pehmoeller@stwendelin.org
419-435-6692 x338

mailto:jessica.pehmoeller@stwendelin.org

