
St. Gabriel Parish: Agenda for November 19th – Evangelization and Christian Formation Commission Meeting  

 7:00-8:30pm  - In the Council Conference Room 

 

Present this Commission:  Bob, Bonnie, Don, Gerry, Julie, Lea, Marie, Terry, Tina 

Next Commission:  December 17th, 2019  (Our Commissions Report Due February 18th) 

 

I. Opening Prayer!  

 

II. Brief News, Information and Updates in Christian Formation  

a. Child Ministry - Bonnie 

i. CF Classes Update 

ii. Plans for Advent and Christmas 

iii. Goals for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for the Year 

iv. Parent involvement in CF 

v. Lockdown procedures training 

vi. All School Eucharistic Adoration 

Additional Notes: 

 Christian Formation classes for the year are going well. There are a total of 24 Catechists helping 

out! 

 Bonnie is planning 2 separate events during Advent. One for Catechesis of the Good Shepard 

(CGS), one for 3rd, 4th and 5th Grades.  Bonnie will be presenting the “Model Altar” work for the 

kids and parents. 

 The goals for CGS are ever shifting, based on new opportunities that occur. There is a possibility 

that CGS will grow into a larger space that might be used for storage and/or and additional CGS 

Atrium for Level 2 works. There are a few details to iron out before final decisions can be made. 

 Bonnie attended training for lock-down and lock-out (there is a difference!). In the unfortunate 

event of an emergency situation occurring at nighttime during the children will be instructed 

what to do.  

 There was an all-school Eucharistic Adoration that was very successful. Bonnie received feedback 

from students and parents alike. 

 

b. Youth Ministry- Lea 

i. Update on the year  

Additional Notes: 

 Overall, things going well. Lea is evaluating making changes to tweak the programs and 

processes in the coming year.  

 Confirmation is going well – but still in need of one female adult to help out at the retreat 

December 13th-15th at Camp Minikani 

 High School is going well, and there are enough volunteers helping. 

 Middle School – there is a lack of volunteers. Lea will be sending out requests for parents to sign 

up for one evening of assistance.  

 Mom’s Group – there are 2 sessions of the Mom’s group, One lead by Regina Bence and the 

other is led by Lea. They are both using the same book and basing the discussions around the 

lives of specific saints. 

 

 



c. Adult Ministry - Gerry 

i. Baptism Program Update 

ii. Thoughtful Thursdays, 1st Reconciliation parent meeting, RCIA updates 

iii. Survey with school and CF  

iv. Men’s Ministry Update- Don 

v. Parish App Update?  

vi. EC Small Groups Update – Gerry and Tina 

Additional Notes: 

 Gerry met with two families preparing for Baptism. One has an infant, the other has 3 children 

(2, 4 and 6) that will be baptized.  

 There have been a few people to come forward asking about Thoughtful Thursdays. Gerry led the 

first one, which went well. Next, he will be using a video series. 

 A question came up about the time between masses on Sunday mornings. We used to have 

different programs. Gerry has a few ideas and will start programs again, once he is a bit more 

settled into a routine.  He may need to rely on members of the group to facilitate since he may 

need to be present to other CF or parish activities on Sunday mornings.   

 The Reconciliation parent meeting went well. In lieu of having a book for parents to work on at 

home, Gerry will be sending out online resources for the parents on the 10th of the month for the 

next 3 months. This will give parents resources to use with their children in preparation of 

Reconciliation. He will do the same for First Communion, coming in the Spring. 

 There are two candidates for RCIA – a father and daughter.  

 Survey – Gerry and Bridget Bartholomew have been working on this with Karl Glunz.  The aim is 

to identify families with children who are not participating in either the day school or the CF 

programs, and find out their reasons for not being engaged.  Feedback could be used to evaluate 

and update programs and/or curriculum.  There are also plans to establish an Endowment fund 

to provide financial assistance for School tuition, CF fees, Workcamp fees, for those who need it.  

Some members of our commission thought that there is an already existing fund.  Gerry will 

check that out with Fr. Tim and Celia. 

 The Men’s groups are stable. There are 10-13 participants in the morning sessions, and another 

10-12 in the evening sessions. Some are branching out and forming smaller support groups, 

which is great to see! 

 The Parish App is not currently working. Julie mentioned that she removed the app and 

reinstalled it, now it is working again. Content for the app should be sent to Nikki Packee. 

 There are currently five Evangelical Catholic small groups running the Advent sessions. There are 

2  more individuals being trained and one trained leader who is not currently leading a group, 

but may be willing to begin. There should be at least two more groups for the Lent sessions. All 

individuals in the parish expressing interest in being part of a small group have been assisted 

except for one individual who just asked last week.  

 Tina is in training from Evangelical Catholic to mentor small group leaders on a 1:1 basis. 

 Gerry had a phone conversation with Mark Rose of Evangelical Catholic and is going to complete 

the online training to reacquaint himself with the whole process.  He experienced the EC summer 

training camp 2 years ago, but was not able to implement the process at his former parish.  

 

 

III. Concluding Summary  

a. Final questions, comments, thoughts and observations 



Additional Notes: 

 There are a lot of formation activities taking place. Gerry, Bonnie and Lea are now meeting 

weekly to ensure a common vision and intentional effort to synchronize the programs/methods 

so that they form a seamless formation experience.  Gerry is seeing a need to delve into the 

details and start some intentional prayerful planning for both short term and long term goals. 

 

 

Concluding Prayer:  The Divine Praises 

 
 


