
 
 

 

Dear Parishioners,          May 14, 2020 

 

Happy Easter! I miss you.  I miss celebrating Mass with you … I miss our community. As you can see, this 

is a lengthy letter. Please take the time to read it through as it contains some important information. 

The good news is that Archbishop Listecki has recently instituted “The Catholic Comeback” allowing us 

to once again celebrate public weekend Masses beginning May 30, Pentecost weekend. Alleluia! 

 

Archbishop Listecki has also extended dispensation from weekend Mass through July 5.  I understand 

we all want to come to Mass…come to the Eucharist…but if you are someone who is compromised or in 

the “at risk” categories listed by the CDC, we strongly encourage you to continue following the CDC 

recommendations regarding your own health.  If you do not feel comfortable coming to public Mass, 

please stay at home and join us by live-stream or your tube.  (I will continue to live stream the Saturday, 

4:30 pm Mass.)  We will be praying with you.   

 

If you are able to come to Mass, you are encouraged to wear your face coverings and/or masks to and 

throughout Mass. 

 

“The Catholic Comeback” does allow us to celebrate Mass together, but the celebration comes with 

some very specific directives.  We are limited to attendance equal to 25% of our capacity and we are not 

allowed to use the Narthex (gathering space), the choir or the crying areas.  We are also required to 

implement an orderly seating process to ensure we comply with the current social distancing 

requirements.   

 

In compliance with these directives, St. Gabriel Parish can accommodate 400 parishioners in the church 

and parish hall, with overflow in the gym if needed.  Based on our past attendance records, we do not 

anticipate needing to use the gym.  Mass will be live-streamed into the parish hall on the large 

projection screen and communion will be distributed to all who attend Mass.  We are in the process of 

upgrading our streaming capabilities so the sound and visual quality will be much better than what we 

have been able to deliver thus far. 

 

We will once again be celebrating Mass on Saturday afternoon and two Masses on Sunday morning.  

Please plan to attend the Mass in which you “normally” attend.  It would be helpful if everyone does not 

plan to attend the Saturday Mass.  We can only accommodate 400 total people per Mass.  

 

The church will open 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass.  Seating will be in an orderly fashion, filling 

first the church and then the parish hall.  Your seating will be dependent upon your arrival and the 

number of people in your family/group.  In order to comply with “The Catholic Comeback” directives, 

you will not be allowed to choose your seat.  You may be sharing a pew with another family/group, but 

each family/group will be seated at least 6 feet apart. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Communion will be distributed only by clergy and a designated extraordinary minister.  Communion will 

be offered only in the hand to those attending Mass.  We are not allowed to distribute communion to 

the sick and homebound at this time due to potential cross contamination.  We recommend you bring 

personal hand sanitizer to use prior to communion.  (Please do not bring bleach products as they may 

damage the pews and carpeting.)  Please note: Communion distribution will take some time, so please 

be patient. 

 

As we will not be passing the baskets during the offertory, baskets will be available at the church 

entrances before and after Mass.  You may place your gift in the offertory baskets as you enter or exit 

the church and you always have the option of online giving.  

 

Departure after Mass will be in an orderly manner similar to the entrance of Mass.  Per “The Catholic 

Comeback” directives, private prayer in the church or congregating in the Narthex, parish hall or other 

public spaces is not allowed.  The pews, bathrooms, door handles and other frequently touched surfaces 

will be cleaned after each Mass.   

 

We ask that you please come to Mass with patience.  This is tough…but this is do-able.  This is different 

for all of us.  We promise to do our best and will make needed adjustments as we gather together 

information regarding our successes and “needed improvements.”  Please know that your personal 

safety is our priority.  St. Gabriel Parish is your church home…we want you to feel welcomed and safe.   

 

We have posted “The Catholic Comeback” directives on our parish website (stgabrielhubertus.org) for 

those who would like additional information.   

 

Thank you for responding to our previous letter with your prayers and support.  This is your faith 

community and your support is a true gift of stewardship and ownership.  I continue to pray for you…we 

will ALL be praying together again soon! Until then, make good choices and stay safer-at-home. 

 

Rev. Timothy C Bickel … Fr. Tim 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please follow the CDC recommendations regarding your own health. If you fall 

into an “at risk” category, please stay home and join us by live-stream. We want 

you to be safe. Dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass has 

been granted by Archbishop Listecki through July 5. 
 
CAPACITY & SEAT RESERVATION  

 For now, Masses will be limited to 25% capacity across the Archdiocese. For 

St. Gabriel that equates to 200 in our main sanctuary per Mass. We will have 

overflow space that can be added for some Masses that will accommodate up 

200 additional persons at 25% capacity.  

o Roughly 400 per Mass (using church and Parish Hall … we have 

capabilities of using the gym if needed…would have to purchase at 

least one 80” TV and connection cord). 

 We have developed seating arrangements that will comply with The Catholic 

Comeback directives and social distancing.  We are also developing a plan for 

seating families and individuals who come to Mass.  
  
BEFORE YOU ARRIVE 

 Wash your hands. 

 You are encouraged to wear face coverings or masks to church and during 

Mass. 

 We suggest you bring your personal hand sanitizer that you can use prior to 

receiving the Eucharist.  (Please do not bring items that contain bleach as this 

will damage the pews.) 

 MASS ARRIVAL PROCEDURES  

 The church will open 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass. 

 Seating will be assigned based on number of people in your party.  We will fill 

the church in an orderly fashion working from the front to the back to ensure 

we reach our maximum capacity of 200.   

 You may be sharing a pew with another household, but social distance is 

required between the households (6ft). 



 Once the church is at capacity, we will begin filling the Parish Hall.  The Mass 

will be live-streamed on the large screen.  Communion will be distributed in 

the Parish Hall by a designated minister. 

 Seating is not allowed in the choir area, narthex, or crying area in gathering 

space. 

 The holy water fonts are required to remain empty. 

 

MASS PROCEDURES 

 Masses will be conducted as you have seen on the live-stream with reduced 

volunteer lay ministers. There will be no altar servers, choirs, or lay sacristans. 

 Communion will be distributed only by clergy and designated minister (if 

needed). 

 There is to be no physical contact between households at the Sign of Peace or 

hand holding during the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Baskets will not be passed during the offertory.  Offertory baskets will be 

available at the church entrance.  You may place your gift in an offertory 

basket as you enter and exit the church.  Online giving is also available.  
  

COMMUNION PROCEDURES 
 

 Communion is to be received only in the hand.  

 The precious blood will not be offered to the congregation. 

 Use of personal hand sanitizer before communion is strongly encouraged. 

 There will be a single communion line in the center of each main aisle.  

 Communion must be consumed near the altar.  Please do not take the 

communion back to your seat. 

 

 MASS DEPARTURE PROCEDURES  

 After the final blessing, parishioners will remain in their pew. 



 Pews will be dismissed in an orderly fashion starting in the rear of the church 

and then moving forward.  

 You must exit your pew when prompted. Private prayer is not available after 

Masses. Maintain the social distance requirement when returning to your 

vehicles. Please do not congregate outside. 

 All exits of the church will be utilized during departure. 

 Congregating in the Narthex (gathering space), parish hall or other public 

places is not allowed. 
  

CHURCH CLEANING PROCEDURES  

 We will continue to implement cleanliness and sanitization practices, 

including cleaning pews between every Mass. 

 Disinfecting bathrooms, door handles, and other frequently touched surfaces 

occur throughout the day. 

 

OTHER SACRAMENTS 

  

Reconciliation: at this time, please contact Fr. Tim and schedule a time to 

celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation. 

 

Baptisms of Infants: scheduled with the parish office 262-628-1141.  

  

Anointing of the Sick: communion for the sick/homebound and viaticum for the 

dying will only be distributed by priests. In the event of a sacramental emergency 

call 262-628-1141 extension 222. 

Weddings: Must follow the above Mass protocol. 

 

First Communions: Postponed until a later date TBD. Families will be notified.  

  

Confirmations: Postponed until a later date TBD. Families will be notified. 

 

Funerals: Must follow the above Mass protocol.  
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