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ST. GABRIEL PARISH 

PRAYER & WORSHIP COMMISSION MEETING - VIRTUAL 

MINUTES 

 

TUESDAY, SEPTMBER 21, 2021 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

ATTENDEES: Roy Spieckerman, Mike Gorichanaz, Nancy Mueller, Katie Mancuso, Katie Borgen, Matt Byczynski, Regina 

Bence, and Janet Kummeth (liaison) were present.  Tom Pinzl, Molly Soba, and Phyllis Wenhart were excused. 

 

Due to time constraints, a full meeting was not able to be held in August and minutes were not recorded.  The May 

minutes had yet to be accepted. 

 

PREVIOUS MINUTES: Matt moved and the rest of the group agreed that the May minutes be accepted as submitted. 

Minutes were accepted as submitted. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Discuss electing a chairperson and note taker: From this meeting forward, Mike Gorichanaz will serve as the 

chairperson of the Prayer and Worship Commission; Katie Mancuso will serve as the secretary.  All present were in favor 

of these changes. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Mass for Anointing 10/9-10/10: Matt, Fr. Tim, and Roy met separately to discuss plans for this Mass and Roy will explain 

any differences to the servers and ushers.  The healing rite will occur after the homily and before the petitions, and Matt 

will provide music.  Fr. Tim will lay hands on those who come up to receive the healing chrism. During this rite, all sins 

are forgiven.  Anyone can receive this sacrament, whether it be for physical, emotional, or mental suffering, and they 

don’t have to be a member of our parish; it was mentioned that perhaps this should be included in the bulletin. 

All Saints’ Day: All Saint’s Day falls on a Monday this year, and it is not a Holy Day of Obligation. Plans for this Mass are 

being discussed at tomorrow’s staff meeting. 

All Souls’ Day: One Mass will be said for All Souls’ Day. 

Mass of Remembrance 11/7 at 8:00 AM: This Mass will be on the first Sunday after All Souls’ Day. There will be a table 

with the names of those who passed away last year (running from November-October).  Dan and Carole Roltgen will be 

reading the names and Mike will be lighting a candle and presenting it to family members of the deceased.  As of 

yesterday, 24 candles have been requested; an ornament will also be given.  [Update per Roy’s email on 9/29: Fr. Tim 

will use the same two prayers that he has used in the past.] 

Veterans’ Day Thursday Nov. 11: Roy said there had been a suggestion about having pictures of military family 

members displayed in the entryway.  All present agreed it was a good idea, but that it needed to be approved by Fr. Tim.  

Nancy suggested having pictures on the bulletin board for two weeks surrounding Veterans’ Day; easels could also be 

used.  Mike offered his help.  It was suggested that Nikki Packee could put the word out for parishioners to submit 

pictures of military family members, both living and deceased.   [Update per Roy’s email on 9/29: Everyone liked the 

idea; Fr. Tim suggested we use the long divider that we used for flea market sign up.  This gives us more room and brings 

the pictures right into the gathering space.  Fr. Tim also suggested that we move the flag next to the board for those two 

weekends.  How should pictures be returned? Perhaps loved ones could remove their pictures after the event.]  
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Thanksgiving: This is a daily Mass that will be held at 9:00 AM, not 8:30 AM.  It is not a Holy Day of Obligation. People 

are encouraged to bring donations for the food pantry at St. Boniface. The collection will be split between St. Vincent De 

Paul and the Congregation of the Great Spirit.  Nancy will provide a Thanksgiving theme on the bulletin board; Mike 

offered his help.  

Jacob’s Ladder: Pictures of loved ones who have passed away are displayed during All Souls’ Day; Mike will contact 

Phyllis for further details.  

Advent – Little blue books: Roy asked if this is something we should do again, and everyone present agreed.  Mike 

estimated that based on reduced attendance, ordering 2/3 of the number ordered previously would be sufficient.   

[Update per Roy’s email on 9/29: 300 books will be ordered for this year; the last order was 400.] 

Christmas/New Year’s: It was agreed that this topic would be saved and discussed at October’s meeting. 

 

Any other new business: Roy said that Donna Rider, who was an ambassador for Relevant Radio at her former parish, 

would like to do the same at St. Gabriel’s. No one had any objections, and Roy said he would discuss it at tomorrow’s 

staff meeting. It was also suggested that Donna might be included on the Prayer and Worship Commission in the future. 

 

Matt announced that the adult choir would be starting again soon, and they will have weekly rehearsals.   

 

Zoom meetings will be used for All Commission Meetings for the remainder of the year.   

 

Our Commission will host Donut/Fellowship Sunday on October 17th.  Mike will be there for 7:30 AM set up, and Nancy 

will help at the 10:30 AM Mass.  Janet will also be available. Two tables should be set up, and coffee needs to be made, 

preferably with bottled water.  Donuts are placed on individual plates and cups of juice and milk are poured.  Nancy 

suggested also including bottled water.  Our poster should be displayed on an easel.  Nikki also has a slide show that can 

be displayed on a laptop.  Volunteers should wear name tags.  

 

Katie Borgen had technical difficulties staying connected to our virtual meeting and instead texted her comments to 

Katie Mancuso, to be included in the minutes. Katie Borgen’s comments are as follows: 1) She is reaching out to Chris 

Wright about hemming the fabric used to drape over the cross during the liturgical seasons. 2) She is going to price out 

new, tall, slender Christmas trees and talk to Celia about this for the alter. 3) She will be decorating the church with Fall 

decorations in the coming week. 

 

Mike led us in the Our Father as our closing prayer. 

Matt motioned to adjourn and Nancy seconded; all were in favor of adjourning the meeting. 

ADJOURNED at 7:51 p.m. 

Next meeting – October 19, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Katie Mancuso, Secretary 

Copies to:  Roy Spieckerman, Katie Borgen, Phyllis Wenhart, Anna Niemuth, Janet Kummeth, Molly Soba, Tom Pinzl, 

Matt Byczynski, Nancy Mueller, Katie Mancuso, Regina Bence, Joanie Weyer, Nikki Packee, Jill Sheehan, Mike 

Gorichanaz, and Fr. Tim Bickel 


