
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Council 
Meeting Minutes 
January 26, 2015 

 
 

In attendance: Scott U’Sellis, Bob Wagner, Rita Eichert, Steve Frommeyer, Kate Flynn, Beth     
Niemann, Amy Haffler, Debby Sexton, Bridget Kolb, Marti Gardner, Mary Anne 
Jolly 

 
1. Opening Prayer – Kate Flynn 
 
2. Approval of minutes from November 2014 meeting 
 
3. Parish Report -  Scott U’Sellis  
 

 a. The first reception for new members was held in December. It was very successful. 
About 10 new parishioners attended, as did Fr. Lou and Fr. Joe. Receptions will be held 
once each quarter. The next one will be held in February. 

 
 b. Scott suggested that our parish have more contact with alumni. There is a plan to 

have full-decade reunions. The graduates from the 1940s will have a reunion this 
summer.  

 
 c. The new parish website and Facebook page are up and running. A parishioner is 

donating her time and expertise to keep the pages current.  
 
 d. The area near the St. Joseph altar will be used as a small chapel that will seat about 

30 people. This will be used for weekday masses when there are fewer people 
attending mass and can also be used for prayer services for individual classes of 
students. 

 
 e. Fr. Lou will host evening faith discussions during Lent. 

 
 f. One of the auction items at the Flamingo fundraiser will be a dinner prepared by Fr. 

Lou for 8-10 people. 
 
4. Homeless Jesus Statue – Scott U’Sellis  
 
 There is no new progress to report. 
 
5. Whitley City Grant – Marti Gardner  
 

 Sue from the mission in Whitley City will fill out financial forms that are needed for the 
grant. The purpose of the grant is to supplement SFA’s contributions, part of which 
pays Sue’s salary. The mission is also applying for a grant from the Gheens Foundation. 

 



6. Strategic Plan Subcommittee – Beth Niemann  
 
 Beth and Mary Anne Jolly used questionnaires from other parishes as a model to 

create a needs assessment tailored to our parish. Our survey has 27 questions in 
checklist form and three open-ended questions. Scott will take the document to Fr. 
Lou for approval. 

 
7. Parish Committee Liaison Reports 
 
                a. Formation – Bridget Kolb  
 

 (1) The Formation committee has a list of parishioners who indicated interest on 
their stewardship forms.  

 
 (2) The young adult group will have a board game night on February 10. The 

group has a Facebook page. The group might get a table at the Flamingo 
fundraiser. 

 
                b. Worship – Debby Sexton  
 

 (1) Parishioners who indicated interest on their stewardship forms will attend 
the January 27 meeting. 

 
 (2) People who are interested in being greeters at mass are encouraged to sign 

up on the whiteboard in the back of church.  
 
               c. Service – Mary Anne Jolly  
 
 Amy Haffler and Mary Anne will take turns attending the meetings. The January 

19 meeting was cancelled due to illness of several committee members. The 
meeting has not been rescheduled yet. 

 
              d. Finance – Scott U’Sellis  
 
 Parish Council members are encouraged to share any ideas we might have about 

how to increase the amount of money parishioners are giving. 
 
8. School – Steve Frommeyer 
 

a. The school received a DVD from a Holocaust survivor who had seen our school’s 
eighth graders at the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. He was impressed with 
the students and wanted to share the DVD, which is a documentary he made about his 
father, who was also a survivor. 

 
b. The school passed the accreditation visit with high marks. A new accreditation cycle 
will now begin. 



 
c. Steve and Scott met with the Catholic Education Foundation to ask for seed money for 
the LD program. The CEF encouraged them to have another meeting with the 
Archdiocese. They will meet next week. If funding is approved, they hope to implement 
the program in time for the 2015-16 school year. 

 
d. The school will begin using the iPads this week. They have two excellent programs 
that will be very beneficial. One is for reading and one is for math. 

 
 

9. Open Discussion 
 
 a. There will be a meeting in May for those interested in serving on the parish council. 

PC members are encouraged to talk to parishioners to spread the word. 
 
 b. The Parish Hall renovation is finished, but the floor needs to be stripped, resealed, 

and waxed.  
 
Next meeting: February 16, 2015 

 
  
 
 
  


