
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Nov. 24, 2014 
 
 
 

In attendance:  Fr. Lou, Kate Flynn, Steve Frommeyer, Marti Gardner, Amy Haffler, Mary Anne 
Jolly, Bridget Kolb, Beth Niemann, Debby Sexton, Scott U’Sellis 

 
1. Opening Prayer – Mary Anne Jolly 
 
2. Approval of minutes from September and October meetings 
 
3. Report from Fr. Lou 
 
 a. The priest council has discussing funerals/burials because 20 percent of Catholics 
                 are choosing cremation. A brochure on Catholic Funeral and Burial Rites is available 
                 through the Office of Worship. 
 
 b. The Archdiocese of Louisville recently had a financial audit and no recommendations 
      for adjustments were made. 
 
4. Statue of Homeless Jesus 
 
 Scott U’Sellis has been in touch with the artist. He shared a rendering of how the statue 

might look when placed on the corner of the church property. He is currently looking for  
 donors to help with the purchase of the statue. Fifty percent of the money should be 
 raised before parishioners are asked for donations. The artist is excited at the possibility 

of our parish getting the statue. Another parish in Louisville is also looking at buying 
 a statue. 
 
5. School Report 
 
 A committee has been meeting to consider the feasibility of adding a learning 

differences component to the school. SFA currently has 45 students on 504 plans and 
has lost two students because the school is unable to meet their academic needs. Steve 
pointed out that we take pride in being an inclusive parish and school and adding the 
program would support that goal. It would also increase enrollment, especially in grades 
3-5. The archdiocese may have seed money that could go toward the hiring of the 
appropriate personnel. St. Francis would be a pilot school for this program. 

 
6. Whitley City Grant  
 
 Marti Gardner reported that there are no updates on the writing of the grant. 
7. Strategic Plan Subcommittee 
 
 Beth Niemann and Mary Anne Jolly will begin developing a tool to be used to assess the 

needs of the parish. The needs assessment will begin in early 2015.  
 
 



8. Parish Committee Liaison Reports 
 
 a. Worship – Debby Sexton reporting 
 
 (1) The process of assigning gift bearers is being changed. Currently the 

sacristans recruit gift bearers before each mass. Soon, those interested in taking 
up the gifts will sign in on a white board in the back of church before mass.  

 
 (2) Advent decorations will be added to the church gradually this year. We will 

start the season with a minimum of decorations and increase as Christmas nears. 
This aligns with the tone of the scripture readings in the Gospel of Mark, which 
we will begin using in the new church year. 

 
  (3) Some of the chairpersons of the ministries may soon be changing. 
 
  (4) There will be more student participation in next year’s stations of the cross. 
 

 (5) The worship committee has invited the parish council members to be 
greeters before each mass. It was suggested that we take turns with all of the  
parish committees so that people attending mass will be greeted by a variety of 
people. 

 
b. Service – Mary Anne Jolly reporting 
 
 Amy Haffler and Mary Anne Jolly will alternate attending the meetings, which 

take place every two months. The next meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
 
c. Formation – Bridget Kolb reporting 
 
 (1) The young adult group has had two events. The coffee and doughnut event 

was well attended. The group is looking for a service project for Christmas. Since 
many in the group have young children, they are thinking involving their families 
in making food for the Burrito Riders to deliver. 

 
  (2) In an effort to integrate Faith Formation students into the Heart Paths  

program, the children wrote to elderly and shut-in members of the parish in 
celebration of All Saints Day. Each child wrote a letter and enclosed a St. Francis 
holy card.  

 
9. Open Discussion – We will be able to use the parish website to add suggestions and 
questions from parishioners and to see meeting minutes and agendas. 
 
Next meeting: January 26, 2015 


