
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Council 
Meeting Minutes Oct. 27, 2014 

 

In attendance:     Fr. Lou, Rita Eichert, Steve Frommeyer, Marti Gardner, Amy Haffler,  
                               Mary Anne Jolly, Beth Niemann, Debby Sexton, Scott U’Sellis, Bob Wagner 
 
 
1. Opening Prayer – Fr. Lou 
 
2. The minutes from the September 22 meeting were not available for review at this time. 
     They will be sent to the council members when they become available. 
 
3. Report from Fr. Lou 
 
     A.  The Worldwide Meeting of Families will be held on Sept. 22-27, 2015 in Philadelphia.  
         Archbishop Kurtz would like some local families to attend. Pope Francis will likely  
         attend the closing (Sept. 27-29) and will also address congress in DC. 
 
     B.  The Strategic Plan was released last Thursday and is available on the archdiocese  
          website. It is a five-year plan for 2015-2020. Our parish will use the plan as a model to  
          guide us in making our parish plan. 
 

     C.  The most recent CARA Report (Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate)    
           includes a census of the worldwide Catholic Church. Some of the data are as follows:                 
             *5.8% of all Catholics worldwide live in the US   

*10% of the priests in the world reside in the US 
*over 12% of all catechists are in the US 
*17,000 (of 42,000 in the world) deacons are in the US 
 

      D. The Archdiocese School Plan will be unveiled on Nov. 6. One goal is to create 
          awareness of financial assistance that is available to people wanting to send their 
          children to Catholic schools. 

 
      E. Archdiocese employees’ health insurance rates are dropping 8%. 

 
      F. Pope Francis wants more transparency. (For example, bishops’ speeches will be   
          published.) 
 
 
 
 



4. Homeless Jesus statue - Scott reported that fundraising options are being discussed. 
 

5. Whitley City Grant - Marti reported that she is nearing completion in writing the first   
     grant and will soon begin on the next one.   
 

6. Committee Responsibilities - A sign-up sheet was passed around so parish council  
     members could indicated interest in being liaisons for parish committees. 
 

7. Parish Website 
    
    A.  Katie Earley is redesigning the website to make it more user-friendly.  
 
    B. Parish Council meeting minutes will be published on the website. 
 
8. Open Discussion 
 
    A.  There was a suggestion to improve communication in regard to how new members  
         are notified that they have been chosen to serve on the parish council. There are  
         procedures in the Pastoral Council Handbook that are to be followed, and we will  
         adhere to them. We will have an informational meeting for parishioners who have     
         indicated interest on their stewardship forms.  

 
    B.  This year’s stewardship forms are being compiled, and parishioners will be contacted  
         regarding their areas of interest.  
 
    C.  Last Monday’s presentation on popes was recorded and will be available on the  
         parish website. 
 
    D.  Scott is planning quarterly receptions for new parishioners. 
 
    E.  Steve reported that the school has received 160 iPads that will be used by the  
         students and teachers. 
 
    F.  A subcommittee will be formed to write the new strategic plan for the parish. The 
         subcommittee will perform a needs assessment, prioritize those needs, set up goals, 
         and write action steps.  
 
    G.  The school’s long-range strategic plan will be up for renewal at the end of the current 
          school year.  
 
 
 
Next meeting: November 24, 2014, 7:00 pm    
Prayer and snack will be provided by Mary Anne Jolly 


