
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Council 

Meeting Minutes Sept. 22, 2014 

In attendance: Fr. Lou, Teresa Leezer, Scott U’Sellis, Steve Frommeyer, Patrick Brumley, 

Rita Eichert, Amy Haffler, Marti Gardner, Bridget Kolb, Debby Sexton, Beth Niemann, Beth 

Hall, Mary Anne Jolly 

1. Opening Prayer – Patrick Brumley 

2. Approval of minutes from Sept. 2 meeting. 

3. A new chairperson of the Parish Council will be appointed before the October meeting. 

4. Report from Father Lou 

A. Thank you to Teresa Leezer for chairing the Parish Council during the past year. 

B. This year’s Fall Festival was very successful, drawing a record-breaking crowd. 

C. The refrigerator in the kitchen of the Parish Hall has stopped working and needs 

to be replaced. 

D. Notes from the Priest Council 

(1) Pope Francis will attend the Gathering on Families next year in 

Philadelphia.  Members of our diocese will be invited to attend. 

(2) A new Archbishop of Chicago has been appointed; therefore Archbishop 

Kurtz will remain in his current position. 

(3) The Schools Initiative  

a.  70% of school-aged children live within ten minutes of a Catholic 

school. The goal is to increase the number of students attending 

Catholic schools.  



b.  An archdiocesan policy is being established to allow students to 

attend other Catholic schools and pay parishioner tuition if their own 

parish school is at capacity. This will be funded beginning in July 2015 

by increasing the assessment of each parish by 1%.  

c.  The Archdiocese is looking at other ways to help students attend 

Catholic schools. 

5. Whitley City Grant 

A.  St. Francis is the largest supporter of Whitley City. Only a few of the blue Whitley 

City envelopes are being returned, contributing half of SFA’s obligation to the 

McCreary Christian Center. We need to raise awareness in the parish to increase the 

giving. 

B.  Marti Gardner is applying for grants to help with the aid to Whitley City. Steve 

Frommeyer will help review the grants.  

6.  Review of Committee Responsibilities 

A.  All Parish Council members will reread the handbook before the next meeting.  

B. There are some openings for parish council liaisons on a few committees. Teresa 

will send each council member a list of committee assignments. We will fill those 

positions at the next meeting. 

7.  Feast of St. Francis 

A.  There will be a stewardship dinner after mass on Sept. 28. The suggestion 

was made to have computers available in the library so people can fill out 

their stewardship forms online. 

B.  Stewardship Commitment Weekend is October 4 and 5. Parishioners will 

process toward the altar with their stewardship forms. Each committee will 

have an information table in the back of church after mass. 

 



8.  Formation Report 

A.  Beth Hall and Bridget Kolb met with Jo Ann Jones regarding groups that 

fall under the category of formation. They are currently focusing on the 

young adult group, specifically ages 23-40. On October 25 there will be a 

“happy hour” for young adults. They intend to have sacristans, Eucharistic 

ministers, lectors, and ushers in that age category for the Oct. 25 liturgy. 

B. Beth and Bridget are working on including children who attend Sunday 

Faith Formation classes in Heart Paths service projects. 

9.  Update on Homeless Jesus statue 

A.  Scott is in touch with the sculptor and will have more information at next 

month’s meeting. 

B.  Miniature copies of the statue will be available for purchase by 

parishioners. 

10.  The next meeting will be October 27, 2014 at 7 pm. We will review the strategic plan. 

Prayer and snack will be provided by Kate Flynn. 

 

 

 


