
This week’s Gospel from Mark shares with us Jesus’s calling of the first disciples and one of my favorite sayings from 

Jesus, “Come after me and I will make you fishers of men.” This is a popular Gospel to preach about vocations and, so I 

thought I would share my perspective on my vocations as a husband, father, juvenile court officer and Deacon.  I would 

also like to recognize that this year the archdiocese of Dubuque will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 

reinstatement of the permanent diaconate in the archdiocese.  We are also celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 

permanent diaconate in the United States.   

 

Now most of you know that we currently have four permanent deacons serving in our parish. Deacon’s Jim, John, Steve 

and me 😊.  We deacons have been asked to preach this year on the permanent Diaconate.  I will touch on only a few 

areas and leave the others for later this year.   

As we know Jesus began his public ministry by calling the first 12 disciples who will be sent out into the nations to teach 

and minster God’s Word to the people.    

The Twelve have been called from their everyday lives – most were fishermen, one was a tax collector, all were ordinary 

family men.  They became students and followers of Jesus during his ministry – and were asked to do something they 

weren’t very sure about … to speak God's Word.   

 

So where did deacons originate?  As we read in the acts of the apostle’s chapter 6, 

At that time, as the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their 

widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and 

said, “It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven reputable 

men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer 

and to the ministry of the word.” The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, so they chose Stephen, a man 

filled with faith and the holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nuhcanor, Timon, Parmenis, and Nicholas of Antioch. They 

presented these men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on them.  

These were the first deacons, ordained to serve God’s people.  Ordinary men called from everyday lives.  

 

     Being a dad and a husband – these are my main priorities in life; above anything else.  My vocation in marriage and a 

vocation in parenthood.  My vocation as husband and father is enhanced through the church.  My marriage is 

strengthened each day through prayer and the holy spirit.  My career with Juvenile Court Services is how I provide 

financially for my family.  This vocation puts me in service of at risk youth and their families, and I believe it has helped 

me as a parent as well.  

 

Then there’s my vocation to the permanent diaconate.  The “CALL” to permanent deacon was set in me many years ago, 

probably at age 12 or 13 ….  For me it wasn’t a clear message, not like a voice from heaven… Hey David – this is God.  I 

just want to tell you that as an adult, you are going to become a Deacon in the Catholic Church.”   Instead, I’d describe 



God’s “CALL” as a re-occurring tug in my heart that made me seek out different ways of service within the church  as a 

youth, I was an Altar Server.  In adulthood, I became a Eucharistic minister and lector; I volunteered here at Church and 

school activities, and served on various parish committees and councils.  At the age of 37, I finally decided, with Sue’s 

blessing to answer this “call and desire” to serve others… and thus the process began toward permanent deacon. 

So, let me share briefly what it takes to become a permanent Deacon in the archdiocese.  First you must apply after 

seeking permission from your parish pastor. After your application is accepted you and your wife, if married, go through 

a period of interviews and psychological testing.  Sounds worse than it really is….      Once you have passed the interview 

and testing period then you are referred to the Archbishop for his approval to begin a semester of discernment.    Once 

you have completed that semester and have been approved to continue, then you begin a 4-year period of formation.  

The formation classes are held twice a month usually on Saturday’s in Waterloo.  After each semester you are 

interviewed by the formation board and if approved you move on to the next year. After your fourth year of classes you 

are then called to ordination. One of the fun facts that Sue and I figured out is that the distance we covered over the 

course of those 5 years  was equivalent to  traveling ¾ of the way around the world.  But even with the amount of 

distance covered one of my fondest memories of formation was the amount of time Sue and I spent together in 

discussion and prayer as we traveled to and from our classes.  It was time I looked forward and it was always different. I 

thank God for that opportunity each day.  For those of you who may be interested in learning more about the 

permanent diaconate the archdiocese is currently accepting applications for classes to begin next January.  There will be 

an informational meeting held at St. Anthony parish on Thursday, January 25th at 7 p.m.  I would also ask you to keep 

Dave and Karen Roth in your prayers. Dave and Karen are Holy Spirit Parishioners who are currently in their first year of 

formation. 

 

 So, are Deacon’s the only ones called to serve?  Of course the answer is no. 

 

    Let’s imagine for a minute if God CALLED only a handful of people to his service – and the rest of us would just go 

about our lives, knowing that God’s Work is being taken care of by someone else.  If that were the case, I believe our 

world would have even MORE TROUBLES than it presently has.  Not to mention, that IS NOT GOD’S PLAN!   As we heard 

in today’s Scripture … God summons ALL OF US, of every age; Christians need to “step up to the plate” / initiate action 

and assume responsibility to carry out his mission … THIS is God’s plan! 

  

It should not confound us that God chooses the ordinary people like you and I, and gives them an extraordinary 

responsibility.    Therefore, I encourage everyone to look inside yourself – discover how God is calling YOU to carry out 

his Good Works!  Whatever your vocation, whatever your calling 

 may be, do so as a disciple of Jesus.   

 


