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ENCOUNTER 
 

“COME AND SEE.” 
 

(This is the second of nine articles reflecting upon how a person becomes a 
disciple of Jesus.  The goal of these articles is to deepen a culture of evangelization at 
Holy Spirit Parish.  These articles will make more sense if you keep the connections 
between articles.)     

 
The first moment in this process is the encounter: the personal encounter 

with the person of Jesus Christ.   I identify the foundation of my encounter in my 
childhood training in the faith.   I come from a solid Catholic cultural experience 
where my whole family, community and school were all Catholic.  I have always said 
that at the end of eight years in a Catholic grade school, the Franciscan sisters had 
given us all the fundamentals of the Catholic faith.   As a boy, I loved Jesus, but I 
didn’t understand how all the pieces of the puzzle fit together. 

 
Nothing much happened in high school.  While I got a good education in a 

public high school, there was no one I could talk with about questions of faith; I 
hungered for someone to help me with these questions.  It was my experience at 
Loras College where I was able to put all of the pieces together; it was then I saw the 
larger vision and, living in a seminary community in the post-Vatican II days, my 
love for Jesus deepened. 

 
Believe it or not, nothing much happened in major seminary by way of the 

encounter.   We received great academic education and modest pastoral training, 
but there really wasn’t much spiritual growth for me.   It was in the early years of 
priesthood, specifically in my experiences with TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) and 
CEW where I can say I personally encountered Jesus.  Since then, so many priestly 
experiences have deepened and enriched that encounter. 

 
What is the story of your encounter with Jesus?  With whom can you share it? 

 


