
HOLY SPIR IT  PARISH

Spiritual Works 
of Mercy

JANUARY 6 ,  2019

INSTRUCT THE 
IGNORANT

We should not be put off by this expression.   
Instructing the “ignorant” is not meant in a derisive 
way; it simply means teaching others who may lack 
knowledge. In all honesty, each of us would admit 
we are “ignorant” in some way about our Catholic 
faith. We know there is always more to learn. And 
unfortunately, ignorance of the Catholic faith is 
evident all around us. Have you ever been to a 
social gathering and someone makes statements 
about “what the Church teaches” and you know 
perfectly well that that person is clearly 
uninformed? 
 
Consider the many times Jesus taught anyone who 
would listen. Recall the time when Jesus was invited 
to the home of Martha and Mary. While Martha was 
busy with the details of hospitality, Mary chose to 
listen to Jesus. Jesus comments that Mary “has 
chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from 
her.” (Luke 10:42) Indeed, it is a work of mercy that 
we help each other to learn so we know how to best 
grow spiritually.
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R e f l e c t  &  
D i s c u s s

Children :
1)  What is one thing you have            
learned about Jesus?
2)  What is one thing you would 
want to tell a friend about Jesus?
 
Youth:
1)  What questions do you have 
about the Catholic faith? How 
will you get a correct answer?
2)  What comments do you hear 
from your peers that are clearly 
incorrect? How can you tactfully 
teach them correct information?
 
Adults/Families:
1)  How can you create a culture 
of learning in your household?
2)  What do you need to do to 
“create space” in your personal 
life in order to listen more 
attentively to Jesus?
3)  How can you teach a family 
member or friend who is 
questioning, doubting, estranged 
from the faith?



Let the 
saints 
be your 
guide

Since the Middle Ages, Catholicism has had a 
strong and proud history in Catholic 
education. We have many leaders in this field, 
but one who stands out, especially for 
American Catholics, is Elizabeth Ann Seton.
 
Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born on Aug. 28, 
1774. She was the second child of Dr. Richard 
and Catherine Bayley, a socially prominent 
New York family. At the age of 19 she married 
William Seton, a wealthy business man. Their 
first years of marriage were happy and 
peaceful. But in four years, William’s father 
died, leaving the young couple to care for 
William’s seven half brothers and sisters and 
the family business. Soon thereafter William’s 
own health failed and the business went into 
bankruptcy. They went to Italy in hopes of 
improving William’s health, but he died there 
of tuberculosis in 1803.   
 
While in Italy Elizabeth was taken in by devout 
Catholic families who were William’s Italian 
business associates. Her experience of their 
care, faith and devotion inspired Elizabeth to 
convert to Catholicism. She returned to New 
York and was received into the Catholic 
Church on March 14, 1805. A year later she 
was confirmed. Soon Elizabeth started a 
school in Baltimore and with the help of two 
other women, they began to make plans for a 
new order of sisters. This was to become the 
first free Catholic school in the United States 
and is considered the beginning of the 
American Catholic School system.

“Go, therefore,* and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you always, until the 

end of the age.”  (Matt 28:19-20)

St. Elizabeth ann Seton

Be open to learning.
Develop the habit of reading Catholic 
literature: for example, The Witness, St. 
Anthony Messenger, US Catholic, America 
Magazine or any one of hundreds of other 
Catholic publications.
Read brochures and pamphlets available in 
church; view YouTube videos, DVDs, listen 
to recorded talks while driving, enter into 
conversation with knowledgeable people 
about the faith.
Parents need to be ever more vigilant in 
teaching their children in the ways of the 
faith: they are their children’s primary 
teachers.
See to it that your child (or grandchild) is 
enrolled in the parish Faith Formation 
program or Catholic school.
Be willing to teach in a formal program or 
serve as an aid: we learn when we teach!
tactfully correct and teach someone who 
makes outlandish statements about what 
the Church does not teach.
If you get in a disagreement with someone 
and you are not sure, resolve to find out 
correct Church teaching and then inform 
that person.
Invite an un-churched friend or family 
member to come to Mass with you; they may 
not accept the invitation, but at least 
you’ve given them something to think 
about.
Be willing to share your insights, knowledge 
and spirituality with others. As Pope Francis 
has reminded us, either the faith grows or 
we need to invest in mothballs.

“Let your speech always be  
gracious,  seasoned with salt,  

so that you know how you 
should respond to each one.”   

(Col 4 :6)

practicing this work

Additional Resources can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltHMk3DxrpE


